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4% To build, to plant, whatever you intend, 

« To rear the column, or the arch to bend, 

« To ſwell the terrace, or to fink the grot ; 

&« In all, let Nature never b tr.0t. 

« But treat the goddeſs like a modeſt fair, 

% Nor over-dreſs, nor leave her wholly bare.” 
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PHEDORA. 


CHAP. I. 


«© Heavy of heart ſhe ſeems, and fore afflited : 
& Sure, or I read her viſage much amiſs, 
Or grief beſets her hard. 


0 N the eaſtern border of a fine lake, 
which communicates by. the river Embeck 
with the lakes Peipus and Worſero, was 
ſituated a Livonian village, whoſe peaſantry, 
in the latter end of the laſt century, ſub- 
ſiſted by the cultivation of flax and hemp," 
which their women and children aſſiſted in 


dreſſing. 
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Amidſt the ſmall cottages, which marked 
the poverty and ſimplicity of the inhabi- 
tants, that of the widow Eudocia Rubenſki 
was the moſt humble, and exhibited the 
ſtrongeſt appearance of indigence. Her ſon 
and only child, who had been torn from her 
by the deſolating hand of war, had fallen in 
the field, and left his wife and mother a prey 
to the bittereſt afflifton, aggravated by all 
the horrors of abſolute want. | 


In this ſcene of miſery the little fatherleſs 
Phedora firſt ſaw the light. Her mother la- 
boured with unremitting induſtry to ſupport 
her child and the aged parent of her loſt 
hufb#nd ; but his returning image ever mixed 


with her toil, and embittered every moment 
7 that ſhould have been given to repoſe: her 
ſoul, divided between unabating tenderneſs 


for his memory, and affe tion for all that re- 


3 + mained of him below, lus infant daughter, 


* lingered out ten years of exiſtence after the 
ſtroke which for ever ſeparated. them in this 


| _; ſhe then breathed her laſt in the 


| ears 
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arms of the widow Rubenſki, amidſt the 
tears and lamentations of Phedora. This 


fatal event almoſt levelled the aged matron 


with the duſt and but for the aſſiſtance and 
ſupport of her neighbours, ſhe muſt have 
periſhed with united grief and famine, 


The little Phedora had been affociated in 
her mother's labours about a year; and upon 
the induftry and gains of this infant, who 
had ſcarcely ſeen ten winter's ſnows, now de- 
pended the principal ſupport of the ill- fated 
Eudocia Rubenſki. For ſome time the at- 
tention of the ſurrounding cottagers ſupplied 
thoſe wants the mother of Phedora hãd been 
uſed to adminiſter to: but, alas! the Hrſt 
effuſions of pity and compaſſion ſoon abate 
of their fervor; and a ſteady continuance 
of diſintereſted good offices and generous 
commiſeration, are not the reſult of a caſual 
though irreſiſtible feeling, which accident 
may ſuddenly create, but a genuine branch 


of that liberal and extenſive charity fo di- 


vinely taught. 


B 2 | The 
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'The miniſter of a village, at the diſtance 
of about a mile, had buried the mother of 
Phedora ; for the ſpot where ſhe reſided was 


too inconſiderable to boaſt a paſtor or diſ- 


tint place of worlhip : at her interment 
every boſom was yet ſwelling with compaſ- 
ſion for the fate of the orphan child and the 
aged matron, and the prieſt was intormed 
of the {ad tale. —He was a good man, very 
poor, was mairied, (for he was a Lutheran) 
and had a fanuly ; yet he contrived to ſpare. 
a ſmall] donation to the helpleſs creatures 
whoſe deſtiny appeared ſo lamentable, and 
accompanied it with his bleſſing. The ſtory, 
roughly as it had been told, deeply impreſ- 
ſed his feelings, and he could not forget it: 
Eudocia Rubenſki and her grandchild ſtill 
remained in his mind's eye; and he would 
not with more compunction have diſap- 
pointed his ruſtic flock of their Sunday pray- 
ers, than have neglected the moſt diſtant op- 
portunity of ſaving this poor widow and the 
little orphan. 


They 
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They felt their loſs with a poignancy of 
grief which the age of the one and the in- 
fancy of the other could not blunt: but 
their ſorrow was not of that ſelfiſh kind 
which guſhed for meaner conſiderations; the 
immediate kindneſs of. their fellow cottagers 
had prevented them from experiencing all 
the horrors ff their deſolate ſit uation they 
wept from diſappointed affection and the 
tendereſt regret. 7 


In a few days Phedora reſumed her em- 
ployment of watching the flax ſpread out to 
| bleach; but in the early morning ſhe went 
forth, as in the life of her mother, to ſeek 
fuel for the day: then, having ſet before the 
widow Rubenſki her firſt meal, ſhe traced 
her uſual footſteps to the flax grounds, and 
took. her poſt. She was by nature gay and 
lively, but misfortune had checked her cheer- 
ful frolics, and her voice was no longer ! 
raiſed to emulate the birds that ſung around 
her : her little face was full of care, and ak | | 
ready had the anxieties of this world chaced 11 
B 3 away N 
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away the ſports of childhood, with all its 
ready {miles and joys: ſtill, however, ſhe 
taſted a tranſport of which adverſity had not 
yet bereft her, when on Saturday evening ſhe 


received her pittance for the weck. It was 


inadequate to the wants of her only ſurviv- 


ing parent and herſelf; but the deficiency 


was made up by the caſual benefactions of 
the neighbours, or the charitable donations 
of the miniſter, whoſe compaſſion never 
failed to impel him to an act he could very 
ill afford, whenever the little orphan pre- 
ſented herſelf at the Sunday devotions. 


It was at this period that Livonia again 


became an object of contention to thoſe 


powers, to whom ſhe had been alternately 
ſubjected for ſome centuries, and the pea- 
ſants daily dreaded a viſit from the ſoldiery 
of either ſtate, who foraged round the ad- 
joining country without intermiſſion; but 
the apparent poverty and inſignificance of 
the village had hitherto ſheltered it from de- 


predation, and the ſtorms which fell ſo heavy 


upon 
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upon their more opulent neighbours, were 
by them heard of before they were immedi- 
ately felt. Phedora had liſtened to details 
of oppreſſion, committed by theſe licenced 
plunderers, until ſhe ſhuddered with the ap - 
prehenſion of beholding them ruſh forth as 
ſhe watched the flax grounds, to ſeize her 
in her retreat, which was the hollow of an 
old tree, where ſhe conſtantly retired to 
ſhelter herſelf from the inclemencies of the 
weather; and, during the ſummer, from 
the ſcorching heat of the meridian fun, ren- 
dered almoſt inſupportable from the hot and 
ſandy nature of the ſoil. To this place of 
refuge ſhe now reſorted, more frequently 
from fear than neceſſity : her little perſon 
was ſqueezed into the narroweſt compaſs, 
that it might eſcape obſervation, and her blue 
eyes were ſent abroad in ſearch of the dreaded 
foe; but day after day paſſed by, and nothing 
extraordinary occurring, ſhe began to loſe 
her terrors ; when the glittering of bayonets, 
that ſeemed to riſe out of a neighbouring 
copſe, made her fly with precipitation to her 

B 4 hiding 
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hiding place. From an opening in the bark 
of the tree ſhe beheld a party of ſoldiers ap- 
proaching, and their reſolute air, martial 
ſtep and ſhining arms, overwhelmed the lit- 
tle obſerver with ſurprize and conſternation. 
As they drew near ſhe withheld her breath 

to liſten to their converſation ; for ſhe ſaw 
them, with encreaſing diſmay, point to her 
village. The little thatched roofs were al- 
moſt entirely concealed by a large clump of 
firs, but the place was eaſily diſcerned by the 
blue ſmoke that ſtole upwards in wavy co- 
lumns, and mixed with the purer ether.— 
It is probable that they have corn,” ſaid 
the leader of the troop, a young man who 
did not appear to be more than eighteen ;— 
“ but, if we are diſappointed there,“ he ad- 
ded, we mult proceed to thoſe villages 
further to the right.” Theſe terrible words 
| threw Phedora into an agony of apprehen- 
ſion; for the good miniſter had ſent the 
widow Rubenſki a ſmall ſupp!y of corn from 


his own moderate ſtore, and Phedora was 


that very evening. to carry part of it to be 
+6 ground, 
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ground. She trembled for this treaſure, 
and wept to think her grandmother would 
want for bread ſhould it be taken from her. 


When the party was at ſome diſtance from 
her, ſhe flew to the village by another path, 
in the hope of being able to arrive time 
enough to hide the corn before they would 
be there to ſeek it. As ſhe run ſhe looked 
on each ſide of her with trepidation, leſt 
ſome ſtraggling ſoldier ſhould arreſt her ſteps; 
ſhe ſtopt a moment at the entrance of the 
village, to liſten to each paſling ſound ; but 
a tranſient glance of one of the unwelcome 

viſitors, who ſtood centinel under an old 
cedar within a dozen paces of her, again 
urged her flight, and ſhe ruſhed with aſton- 
iſhing rapidity towards her grandmother's 
habitation. The wild expreſſion of terror 
her countenance exhibited,, and a ſome- 
thing in her figure which irreſiſtibly caught 
attention, induced the young ſubaltern who 
conducted the expedition, and whom ſhe 
had paſſed in her flight, to follow her with 
B 5 | his 
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[ his eye until the cottage door cloſed upon 
her. The next moment it was forced open 
by ſome ſoldiers, and before their officer 
could reach them, they had made a ſucceſs- 
ful ſearch, and added the widow's mite to 
their ſpoil. Phedora in a flood of tears fol- 
lowed them out, and repreſented with artleſs 
ſimplicity her deſolate ftate ; grief and anx- 
iety had baniſhed her terrors, and ſtill pur 
ſuing their ſteps, © You have taken from us 
all we have,” ſhe exclaimed, wringing her 
hands, © and for five days we muſt be with- 
out bread. Cruel men! muſt my poor grand- 
mother die ?—She cannot work as my own 
mother did The officer heard the expoſ- 
tulation, and was uttering an indulgent re- 
ply, when the widow Rubenſki with a flow 
and faltering ſtep, advanced to the little 
Phedora, and preſſing her in her arms, be- 
ſought him to forgive the innocent effuſions 
cot a child who knew not what ſhe ſaid.— 
„Her father, continued ſhe with a heavy 
figh, “ was a ſoldier; but his daughter is 
FS not acquainted with the painful duties, the 
; "BK hard 
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bard taſks afſign-1 them.” As ſhe ſpoke ſhe 


ſurveyed the young man ſhe addreſſed with 
a mournful folemaity : his dreſs, his air,— 
nay, ſo far had imagination wrought, that 
even his countenance reminded her of thoſe 
whom the grave had long devoured : he 
too, was unable to behold the venerable 
pleader without reverence and compaſſion. 
She was one of thoſe figures which command 
reſpe& and attention, even in the moſt ab- 
ject of ſituations ; ſorrow had deepened the 
touches of age upon her features, nor was a 
pallid impreſſion of fickneis wanting to finiſh 
a portrait, that could ſcarcely fail to dath 
an obſerving eye with the haſty unbidden 
tear. 


The ſoldiers inſtantly received orders from 
their commander to reſtore whatever they 
had taken from the cottage, and, however 
reluctant, they did not dare to diſobey.— 
The corn was replaced, and the young man, 
. a half ruble into the hand of the 

B 6 Joyful 
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joyful Phedora, walked off without waiting 
to obſerve the effect of his beneficence. 


When the village was cleared of the in- 
truders, the peaſants, many of whom had 
fled at their approach, returned to their ri- 
fled dwellings, and examined into their ſe- 


veral loſſes; they were found to be grievous 


enough; and, when completely aſcertained, 
their next conſideration was to learn how 
far their neighbours had been fellow- ſufferers. 


The widow Rubenſki's good fortune was a 


ſource of much ſurpriſe and ſome envy ; her 
portion of the general misfortune, they all 
agreed, would have been fo inconſiderable 
whilſt all the, ſurrounding cottagers com- 
plained not only of the deprivation of their 
ſtores of corn, but of honey, fowls, and 
ſome ſheep, their moſt valuable property, — 
The event, however, proved equally unfor- 


tunate to Phedora and her grandmother ; for 


it could not be ſuppoſed that the hearts of 
the peaſants were much viſited by compaſ- 
ſionate attention to the wants of others, 


whilſt 
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4awhilſt unwonted miſery and penury preſſed 
ſo heavily upon themſelves. From this pe- 
riod, therefore, the worthy paſtor was their 
only reſource ; and he, too, felt ſeverely the 
inconveniences and hardſhips refuiting from 
the concuſſion of two mighty powers, who 
ſpread the jarring ſhock with irreſiſtible de- 
vaſtation, through the land for which each 
contended. The mind of the widow Ru- 
benſki was not framed to extort aid from 
the compaſſionate hand, which the voice of 
prudence vainly endeavoured to clole :—She 
could ſuffer in filence ; and from her exam- 
ple Phedora learnt patience and reſignation, 
a leſſon that- words alone can never teach, 


Some time after this circumſtance, the 
good miniſter, whoſe name was Leuhaupt, 
having occaſion to go to a neighbouring 
town, made known the ſituation of the wi- 
dow and her orphan grandchild, to a noble 
and worthy family who reſpected his virtues, 
and, but for the ſingular humility and recti- 
tude of his ſoul, which impelled him to de- 

6 cline 
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Cline their ſervices, they would not have ſuf- 
fered him to remain at the obſctie village 

where his deſtiny had originally fixed him. — 
For himſelt he would never accept what their 
beneficence had often tendered ; but for 
others, {till more oppreſſed by neceſſity, he 
was not aſhamed to aſk their bounty. They 
did not conſtantiy reſide in Livonia, and 
were now preparing to quit it till peace 
ſhould again ſmile upon the land : but they 
found time to liſten to the narrative of the 
good Leuhaupt, which awakened the pity 
of his noble friends; and, after ſome conſul- 
tation, he was defired to convey to them the 
little Phedora, whom they reſolved. to pro- 
tect and maintain: with the widow they 
could not burthen themſelves, on their jour- 
ney, which was to be performed with rapi- 
dity, that they might not loſe the benefit of 
being eſcorted by a party of mihtary, tra- 
velling the ſame route: ſhe was therefore to 
remain in the protection of the miniſter, 


ha readily undertook to be their almoner, 
and 


——ä—— —m 
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and pay her a ſmall penſion till their return 
to their Mivonian poſſeſſions. 

Mr. Leuhaupt, charmed with the ſucceſs 
of his application, ſcarcely allowed himſelf 
time to adjuſt the tranſaction, which had 
brouglit him from his home, from his ex- 
treme haſte to communicate the welcome 
news to the objects of his benevolence.— 
When he arrived at his own houſe, Mrs. 
Leuhaupt firſt ſuggeſted to him the poſſible 
objection both parent and child might en- 
tertain againſt a ſeparation which did not 
promiſe to be of ſhort duration. The good 
paſtor could allow for the weaker affections 
of humanity, and became extremely anxious 
to learn the ſentiments of the widow Ruben- 
{ki upon the plan propoſed. The next day 
was Sunday, and his official duty prevented 
him from walking to her cottage : the little 
Phedora appeared not with her fellow vil- 
lagers at church, and Mr. Leuhaupt rightly 
judged that her grandmother detained the 
child, that ſhe might not betray to him the 
aggravated miſery it diſtreſſed his narrow eir- 
cumſtances 
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cumſtances to relieve. He ſent, however, 
ſome bread and dried fiſh by a neighbour, 
with the promiſe of a viſit the next morning. 


Never had the good man's charity been 
more acceptable or better beſtowed : the 
widow Rubenſki, fick and languid, had not 
talted bread that day, and Phedora, when 
the meſſenger entered, was fitting on the 
ground at the feet of her unhappy parent, 
hiding her face upon her knees, that her 
tears might not be ſeen to flow. The child 
raiſed herſelf as the door opened, and uttered 
an exclamation of joy when ſhe beheld the 
welcome gift. The widow ſhook her head, 
and faintly ſmiling, Ah, generous being!“ 
| ſhe internally ſaid, on hearing the words of 
Mr. Leubaupt : „yet why am I compelled 
to take what you can fo ill afford to give 
Phedora felt no ſcruples on the ſubje&, nor 
indeed did ſhe obſerve the reluctant counte- 
nance of her grandmother, ſo earneſtly had 
her inyoluntary faſt made her wiſh to profit 
| without 
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without delay of the bounty of her dear 
Mr. Leuhaupt. | 


On the following day he called at their 
cottage, according to his intimation, and, half 
fearing to mention the propoſed ſeparation. 
between the poor widow and her orphan, he 
uſhered in the deſigns of his noble friends 
with every commendation upon the excel- 
lence of their characters, which he thought 
would calm the fond fears of the parent, at 
parting with the only child of her deceaſed 
ſon, for a term ſo indefinite and apparently 
long. The venerable Rubenſk1 liſtened to 
him with attention and reſpect; but whey 
he talked of committing Phedora to the care 
of people, of whom ſhe had never before 
heard, ſhe claſped her hands in tudden agony 
and burſt into tears. Now, indeed,” ſhe 
exclaimed, ** do I feel the cruel ſting ot 
helpleſs poverty; this is moſt bitter to my 
ſoul! Rubenſki,” ſhe continued, raiſing her 
eyes, „thy child is about to quit my arms; 
but it is for her benefit, and I ſubmit.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Leubaupt was much affected by this 
apoſtrophe ; he knew not if it would be bet- 
ter to relinquiſh the propoſal, or urge her by 
perſuaſive reaſoning, to think of it with more 
compoſure. Phedora, mean time, who had 
hitherto been abſent, now entered the cot- 
tage, and flew towards the good man with the 
the moſt lively gratitude dancing in her eyes; 
but on obſerving that her grandmother wept, 
ſhe ſuddenly ſtopt, and looking at Mr. Leu- 
haupt with a doubtful expreſſion of counte- 
"nance, filently crept to her beloved parent, 
and clinging round her, wept likewiſe.— He 
viewed them both with encreaſing compaſ- 
ſion, and felt all the diſtreſs his humane zeal 
had created. As he was conſidering in what 
manner to renew the ſubject, the widow 
Rubenſki made an effort to ſuppreſs her ſor- 
row, and kifling the cheek of Phedora, in- 
formed her of the advantageous ſituation their 
worthy Mr. Leuhaupt had proeured for her ; 
but, on the little girl learning that ſhe muſt 
quit her village and the only natural friend ſhe 
had, res, what 1n her eyes no longer ap- 


peared 
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peared a kindneſs, with a firmneſs of denial 
that, from one ſo young, ſurpriſed both her 
grandmother and Mr. Leuhaupt. She would 
ſtay, ſhe ſaid, to fetch fewel from the wood, 
to clean the cottage, and comfort her pa- 
rent when ſhe was ſorrowful; and, when ſhe 


was a few years older, ſhe could earn ſix 


copecks a day, and buy more bread and 
warmer cloathing for winter. Mr. Leuhapt 
attempting to reaſon with her, promiſed to 
take care of the good widow, and repre- 
ſented that ſhe would not be left deſtitute. 
Phedora, for the firſt time, would ſcarcely 
liſten to what he ſaid, and earneſtly began 
to reply ; but finding ſhe could not exprels, 
as ſhe wiſhed, all that ſhe meant to urge, 
ſhe- burſt into a freſh flood of tears, and 
throwing herſelf into the arms of her grand- 
mother, proteſted that ſhe would never leave 


her. 


Mr. Leuhaupt felt unwilling to oppoſe 
the principle which dictated the child's re- 


fuſal, and, equally unable to withſtand the 
effuſions 


20 PHE DORA. 


effuſions of tenderneſs he witneſſed, he 
calmed the little Phedora, by promiſing that 
ſhe ſhould not be compelled to accept the 
intended kindneſs of his friends. He then 
preſented two rubles to the widow Rubenſki, 
as part of the penſion they meant to allow 
her, and ſaid ſhe was to receive the ſame 
ſum from his hands every month, until the 
return of her benefactors to Livonia, She 
feared the objections of Phedora to accom- 
pany thoſe worthy people, might, perhaps, 


_ offend them, and diminiſh their inclination 


to ſerve her; and wiſhed, therefore, to de 
cline their bounty until Mr. Leuhaupt had 
informed them of the circumſtance ; but he 
diſſipated her apprehenſions, and forced her 
to accept the money. 1 


Small as the ſum was, it ſatisfied her 
wiſhes; for they had long been contracted 
to the narroweſt compaſs: but, though her 
fondneſs for her grandchild was gratified by 
the ſtrong diſinclination ſhe expreſſed to quit 
her, her better judgment forced her to re- 

gret 


PHEDORA. 21 


gret it, when ſhe revolved in her anxious 
mind all the advantages her acquieſcence 
might have produced to her. Phedora, on 
the contrary, careleſs of the future, and de- 
lighted with the preſent, made the plain 
again reſound with her wild carrols, and en- 
vied not even the children of Mr. Leuhaupt, 
when on a holyday they paſt her in a ſledge, 
flying over the beaten ſnow with the quick- 
neſs of the wind. They were ſcarcely better 
cloathed than herſelf, it was true, and quite 
as humble, both from the natural bent of 
their diſpoſitions, and the conſtant precepts 
of their father ; but, though he was a man 
of ſtrict virtue, he had many of the amiable 
weakneſſes of human nature hanging about 
his heart, and never. checked their happy 
frolics when they were entirely innocent, 
and ſometimes even heightened their delights 
by condeſcending to participate in them. 


Phedora was often detained on Sunday 
until the evening, at the houſe of this worthy 


man, to partake of the mild and pious in- 
ſtructions 


* 
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ſtructions his family were wont to liſten to: 
here ſhe quickly became an univerſal favo- 
rite; for the pliancy and ſprightlineſs of 
her temper, and the unbounded gratitude 
ſhe manifeſted to every part of the family 
of her benefactor, won all their hearts, and 
the young people ſoon found their way to 
the cottage of her grandmother. Mr. Leu- 
haupt had written to his noble friends of his 
diſappointment, in not being able to per- 
{uade the little orphan to quit her grand- 
mother : as he had foreſcen, they applauded 
her ſenſibility, and even granted a ſmall ad- 
dition to the penſion of the widow, who 
could now, with a calmer mind, contem- 

plate the opening features, and cultivate the 
growing, though humble virtues of her dar- 
ling Phedora. 


Dame Rubenſki, poor and helpleſs as ſhe 
was, generally eſcaped the inſults which 
pride and folly, ignorance and preſumption, 

tempt man to heap upon his fellows ; be- 
cauſe the meek patience that ſat upon her 
| brow 
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23 
brow, was too deeply characteriſed to admit 
of the probability of that reſiſtance which 
ſtimulates malice to outrage. Her afflicted, 
though placid mein, her ſteady yet ſorrowing 
features, ſeemed to proclaim, that ſhe had 
felt all the humiliation which the taunts of 
pride and power could inflict ; and, to wound 
a ſpirit already vanquiſhed, like ſtabbing 
the wretch whom the hand of death has be- 
fore levelled to the earth, 1s a wanton cruelty 
which the moſt malignant are aſhamed of 
practifing. Mr. Leuhaupt imagined that 
ſhe had ſeen better days : even when ſhe 
had moſt cauſe for complaint, her grief was 
never clamourous, but deep and filent :— 
ſhe obtruded not her misfortune upon the 
notice of thoſe around her, but rather ſhrunk 
from obſervation : her manners, though un- 


affectedly humble, her deportment and lan- 


guage, diſtinguiſhed her from thoſe with 
whom ſhe had lived many years, almoſt un- 
remarked, but by the ſuperior calamities 
which had viſited her : but, above all, her 
gratitude for the benefits the good miniſter 


had 


1 
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had conferred upon her, though it ſcarcely 
broke into words, was ſingularly marked and 
moſt impreſſive. Yet, however ſtrong might 
be the ſuſpicions of Mr. Leuhaupt, nature 
had not qualified him to wreſt an unwilling 
confidence from a perſon whoſe neceſſities he 
had relieved; and his conjectures were there- 
fore {till very likely to remain unſatisfied, 


ee 3». 
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CHAP. II. 


— 


t What cannot be preſerv'd, when fortune takes, 
« Patience her injury a mockery makes.“ 


Ausr. the occupations of Phedora, 
was one from which no amuſement, (delight- 
ful though it might be to her imagination) 


no ſports, could withdraw her attention: be- 
fore the cot tage of her grandmother flour- 


iſhed a beautiful cedar, which her deceaſed 
ſon had planted in his youth ; and of all 
things inanimate dame Rubenſki moſt prized 
this tree. Whilſt the mother of Phedora 
lived, ſhe foſtered it with care, and often 
braved the bitter blaſt to free it from the 
deſpoiling inſect ; the child, thus taught from 
her infancy to venerate the favoured cedar, 
became equally attached to it, and, climbing 
the ſtem, would often creep from branch to 
branch to pluck off the dead wood and ſee 
that all was well. 
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Phedora, returning one evening from Mr. 
Leuhaupt's houſe, where ſne had been un- 
uſually gay and happy, on approaching the 
dwelling of her grandmother, looked, as it 
was her general cuſtom, for the forky 
branches of her cedar which waved over the 
thatched roof, and could be perceived long 
before the cottage chimney appeared in 
view ; but her eyes wandered over the well 
know ſpot in vain: ſhe could plainly diſ- 
cern the clump of pines at the entrance of 
the village, and the double row that marked 
out the road beyond it, but the cedar had 
unacc 2untably diſappeared, The ſummer 
was now nearly paſt, and Phedora had beg- 
ged of Mr. Leuhaupt a bundle of ſtraw to 
place round the roots of her tree, to pre- 
ſerve it from the ſudden froſts, and had ap- 
plauded herſelf all the way for the pleaſure 
her precaution would give to her grandmo- 
ther: the good miniſter's elder boys, who 
accompanied Phedora, had each aſſiſted to 
carry the gift home for her; but no ſooner 
did ſhe miſs the cheriſhed object of her care, 
than 
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than ſhe uttered an exclamation of ſurprize, 
and darted forward ; the young Leuhaupts 
followed with great. velocity, and two mi- 
nutes brought them all to dame Rubenſkt's 
cottage door. Here Phedora found all her 
doubts explained and her fears verified; for 
the poor cedar was extended on the plain, 
and two men were yet buſy in lopping off 
the branches ſhe had nurtured with ſo much 
care. Surpriſe, grief, and indignation chained 
her tongue, but her eyes flowed at a ſight ſo 
cruel: her young companions threw down 
their uſeleſs burthen, and animated to re- 
ſentment by the tears of their little favorite, 
roughly demanded of the woodmen if they 


had felled the tree by the command of dame 
Rubenſki; but not obtaining an immediate 
anſwer, the elder Leuhaupt proceeded to 


hoſtilities, by ſeizing a ſtake and applying it 
boldly to the back of one of the peaſants, 
whilſt the younger boy pelted them both 
with ſtones. They ipnmediately turned upon 
the aſſailants, and were preparing to avenge 


_ themſelves with ſome ſeverity, when the 
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ſcreams of Phedora brought her grandmo- 
ther to the door of her cottage, whoſe en- 
treaties ſubdued the rage of the aggreſſed, 
though her appearance inſpired the youth- 
ful champions with freſh inclination for the 
combat : a more than uſual ſadneſs marked 
her countenance, and the drops that ſtill 
hung upon her cheeks, made way for others 
when ſhe unavoidably turned her eyes to- 
wards the fallen object -* contention. She 
gently reproved the boys tor their impetuo- 
ſity, and deſiring the men to proceed with 
their work, re-entered her cottage, followed 


by her grandchild and the two delinquents. 


Phedora, who could not comprehend why 
her venerable parent ſanctioned an action ſo 
ſacrilegious as that of demoliſhing the be- 
loved tree, ſtood before her with a face of 
of enquiry, whilſt the young Leuhaupts, 
aſhamed of having incurred reproof from 
one who ſo ſeldom beſtowed it, waited in 
ſilence to be diſmiſſed. My little friends,“ 
faid the widow Rubenſki, I thank you for 

, your 
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your miſtaken kindneſs, whilſt I lament it; 
but learn, my dear children, that violence 
ſhould never be permitted to govern our 
actions, or over-rule our judgment; when 
it is ſucceſsful it becomes cruelty and oppreſ- 
ſion, and when, as now, it is unavailing, 
it provokes further miſchief, and an aggra- 
vation of the injury already received, when 
it deprives the injured of the compaſſion and 
ſuccour of the moderate and the worthy.— 
Believe me, Phedora, I felt every ſtroke of 
the axe which levelled our poor cedar, the 
only remaining veſtige of my ſon's youth- 
ful actions; be planted it when a boy ſcarce- 
ly older than you are now, and reared it as 
fondly as you have preſerved it; but it is / 
in vain for poverty to contend againſt wealth | 
and power. Ulric Stenau, when he paſſed 
this way, marked the tree, and ordered that 
it ſhould be felled : by ſubmitting with pa- 
tience I eſcape further perſecution, which 
unavailing reſiſtance and complaint might 
perhaps draw upon me. But it becomes 
late—return to your home, my dear boys, 
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and do not repeat to any other than your 
parents, what you have now heard me utter. 
Adieu my dear Charles, adieu Ivan, —re- 
member my requeſt.“ 


When they were gone, Phedora and her 
grandmother wept together. In the imagi- 
nation of the widow Rubenſki, this incident 
had keenly revived the death of her ſon ; and 
the helpleſs, friendleſs miſery, to which her 
own diſſolution would leave his child, equally 
dear to her heart, wrung it with anguiſh. — 
Her only hope reſted in the benevolent kind- 
neſs of Mr. Leuhaupt; but ſhe was ac- 
quainted with his ſcanty circumſtances, and 
knew that he could only recommend the lit- 
tle Phedora to the charity of others, who 
might not poſſeſs his tender commiſeration 
for her orphan ſtate, or win her gratitude by 
fuch gentle compaſſion as he had ever ſhewn 
to her. , 

Phedora ſoon forgot her ſorrows in a 
peaceful ſlumber, which the toils and ſports 
of the day never failed to procure her : not 


ſo 
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ſo her aged parent, who hung over her as 
ſhe ſlept, and prayed and wept by turns, 
long after the cruel {ſtrokes of the wood-cut- 
ters were no longer heard. 


The good miniſter called the next day to 
conſole the poor widow and her little girl, 
under the act of oppreſſion they ſo peculiarly 
felt, Phedora had juſt returned home, and 
was relating to her grandmother, with every 
mark of affliction in her face, that ſhe had 
met the dreaded Ulric Stenau, who had 
ſeverely rebuked her for pelting his labour- 
ers with ſtones, and moleſting them in their 
buſineſs : -he had even threatened to employ 
her no longer in the flax grounds which be- [ 
longed to him, and the poor child, terrified | 
at his menaces, had in vain begged his for- | 
giveneſs: he refuſed to grant it, unleſs ſhe J 
diſcovered to him the unlucky boys who had, | 
jointly with her, offended him; ſor they 7 
happened not to be known to the two pea- 1 
ſants, who lived in a village at a ſmall diſ- | 

tance. Mr, Leuhaupt heard the recital, and 
| C4 undertook 
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undertook to pacify the reſentment of this 
petty tyrant, whoſe poſſeſſions comparative- 
ly great, gave him infinite conſequence with 
his poor neighbours, whom he oppreſſed 
with impunity, becauſe he had obtained the 
favour and confidence of the lord of the diſ- 
trict in which he dwelt. 


Ulric liſtened to the good miniſter with a 
ſort of haughty condeſcenſion; and learning 
that his ſons were the culprits againſt whom 
his wrath had been inflamed, he pardoned 
them with a mighty effort, and promiſed to 
think no more of the obſtinate perſeverance 
of the little Rubenſki in concealing their 
names. The concluſion of this important 
affair, which had in a great meaſure diverted 
the attention of Phedora from her fallen 
cedar, relieved the poor widow from the ap- 
prehenſions ſhe had not unjuſtly entertained, 
of the revenge the malignant Ulric might 
think proper to take upon the family of tlfe 
Leuhaupts ; who now again, with their 
uſual gaiety, ſought their little orphan com- 

panion, 
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panion, and made her partake in all their 
ſports. 


But theſe were at length interrupted by a 
malady which art had not yet robbed of its 
terro!s : the family of the miniſter ſickened 
one after another, and he diſcovered that 
the ſmall-pox had ſeized them. The winter 
had ſuddenly ſet in with more than com- 
mon rigour, and Mr. Leuhaupt had not the 
means of procuring aid from any of the 
neighbouring towns. Thus ſituated, and 
placing confidence in the mercy of heaven, 
the good man endeavoured to recollect the 
manner in which he had formerly ſeen the 
malady treated in Poland, where he had 
once been ; and following the plan as nearly 
as he was able, directed the cares of his ter- 
rified wife, and gave the little ſufferers all 
his own attention. He forgot not, however, 
to ſend to Phedora, to deſire that ſhe might 
not come near them ; and the widow Ru- 
benſk1, diſtracted between her apprehenfions 
for the ſafety of her child, and a ſenſe of the 
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gratitude ſhe owed her benefactors, knew 
not how to permit her to fee them, or reſiſt 
her tears and entreaties to be ſuffered to at- 
tend her little ſick friends: the anxious pa- 
rent was aware how uleful her activity and 
attention would render her in the family ſhe 
ſo much loved; but to expoſe her to a dan- 
ger ſo imminent, was more than ſhe could 
endure to think of. She would have tra- 
verſed the frozen ſnow herlelf, and left her 
beloved grandchild to the care of a neigh- 
bour, but her limbs refuſed the effort; and 
when ſhe had advanced an hundred paces, 
ſhe was brought back almoſt motionleſs with 
cold and fatigue. 


In two days ſhe learnt that one of the 
youpger children was dead, and that the ter- 
rors If the peaſantry, overcoming their ate 
fection for their paſtor, made them refuſe 
to enter his dwelling, though they conti- 
aued to ſupply him with proviſions ; but 
they were depoſited at ſo great a diſtance 


from the houſe, that he could ſcarcely 
afford 


— 1 — — 
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afford as much time from his attend- 
ance upon his ſurviving children, as was 
requiſite to fetch them. On hearing this cir- 
cumſtance, Phedora was no longer to be re- 
ſtrained from flying to aſſiſt her benefactor 
in diſtreſs; ſhe ran with precipitation to- 
wards the hamlet he inhabited, and the 
voice of her affizghted parent, who called 
to her to return, had loſt its wonted influ- 
ence over her. She arrived at Mr. Leu- 
haupt's houſe, breathleſs and diſordered : the 
ſwiftneſs of her motion had not preſerved 
her from the effects of the bitter wind which 
blew in her face, and froze her tears as they 
would have fallen from it; her fingers had loſt 
all motion, and were unable to raiſe the latch 
of the door, and her tongue faultered when ſhe 
would have called aloud. Fearful of becom- 
ing uſeleſs to the beloved friends ſhe meant 
to ſerve, if ſhe remained much longer in the 
cold, ſhe ſtept back a few paces from the 
door, and throwing herſelf forward, puſhed 
againſt it with all the ſtrength that yet re- 
mained 1n her, In a few moments Mr. Leu- 
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haupt appeared, who ſtarted on beholding 
his little favorite. His firſt impulſe was to 
make her return home inſtantly, that ſhe 
might not imbibe the contagious air he 
breathed ; but, on obſerving that ſhe was 
ſtiff and almoſt lifeleſs, for ſhe had forgotten 
to put on an additional covering when the left 
her own roof, he was compelled to take her 
in that ſhe might not periſh by the incle- 
mency of the weather. His pale and anxi- 
ous countenance did not efcape the notice 
of Phedora, who wept bitterly, but dared 
not enquire which of her little play-fellows 
he had loſt ;—ſhe would have entered their 
apart ment, but he commanded her to deſiſt 
with an earneſt gravity that enforced her un- 


| willing ſubmiſſion; and having haſtily kin- 


dled a fire in the outward chamber, he deſire 

her to remain there whilſt he ſought out 
forge furs, which his children had not worn 
ſince the laſt winter. He meant to wrap her 
in them and ſend her home immediately, in 
the hope that ſhe might not have yet caught 


the infection; but in his abſence Mrs. Leu- 
\ haupt 
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haupt came to ſcek him, as the was alarmed 
at a ſudden alteration in one of her girls. — 
Phedora flew into her arms, and belought 
her with cager entreaties to let her ſee her 
dear companions. It happened that Cathe- 


rine, the eldeſt daughter, had been 1mpor- 


tuning the fond mother to the ſame effect ; 
and almoſt ſtupiſied with fatigue, ſorrow, 
and long watchfulneſs, ſhe th aght not of 
the probable conſequences of her compli- 
ance, and led the little orphan to the bed 
where her two girls lay. Sophia, the youn- 
ger, was nearly inſenſible, but Catherine 
knew her beloved Phedora, and was tranſ- 
ported with joy at beholding her once again. 
They embraced each other with fondnels, 
and at this moment Mr. Leuhaupt having 
miſſed his charge, entered the room in ſcarch 
of her. He appeared exceedingly vexed and 
diſpleaſed, and was going to lead her away, 
when a deep ſigh from Sophia cavght bis 
attention; a ſhort convulſion followed, the 
ſound, and in ſpite of every effort of each 
unhappy parent, the child expired in a few 
minutes, - 


The 
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The good man ſtruggled againſt his grief, 
and exhorted his wife to exert herſeif to 
overcome this ſecond blow, and fave, if 
poſſible, the dear little beings who yet re- 
mained to them. Phedora participated in 
their anguiſh, with all the warmth of natu- 
ral beneyolence and particular affection, and 
when Mr. Leuhaupt had a little recovered 
his recollection, ſhe ſo earnęſtly inzplored 
that he would let her ſtay and aſſiſt him, 
that he found it impoſſible to refuſe her pe- 
tition. He conſidered that the danger he 


had wiſhed her to avoid, muſt have been al- 


ready incurred, and as he could not by per- 
ſuaſion prevail on her to return, and ſhe 
would not ſuffer him to retract the conſent 
ſhe had extorted from him by prayers and 
tears, he ſent her into the village, to com- 
miſſion one of the peaſants to inform her 


- grandmother of the circumſtance ; and to 


beg that ſhe might be attended to in the ab- 
ſence of Phedora, by her female neighbours, 


The 
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The grateful girl now became infinitely 
uſeful to her benefactor: ſhe procured the 
proviſions, brought in the fuel from the 
out-houſe, and thawed the liquids for the 
ule of the family. When all this was per- 
formed, ſhe attended the invalids, and much 
relieved the ſolicitude of their mother, who 
was ſinking with fatigue : Their united ef- 
forts, however, could not ſave the ſecoud 
boy Charles, who followed his younger bro- 
ther and ſiſter to the grave. Mrs. Leuhaupt 
was now almoſt in deſpair : of five children, 
three were already taken from her, and Ivan, 
her eldeſt ſon, was yet in great danger.— 
Phedora redoubled her aſſiduity to her little 
ſurviving friends; ſhe ſoothed them when 
they were fretful, and liſtened to their com- 
plaints with gentleneſs and patience. —The 
good miniſter poſſeſſed only ſuch medicines 
as he had gathered and cured himſelf ; theſe 
Ivan would only take from the hands of 
Phedora, who preſented them with an air 
ſo perſuaſive, that all diſtaſte and averſion 
vaniſhed before it. ; 
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Catherine ſoon regained her health and 
ftrength ; but the recovery of her brother 
was for ſome time doubtful: —he tenderly 
lamented the lots of Charles, who was old 
enough to be the partner of his boyiſh 
ſports, and whole death he had unavoidably 
been made acquainted with. At length, 
however, his extreme youth, joined to an 
excellent conſtitution, overcame the ſhock, 
and his parents, who had experienced the 
moſt dreadful apprehenſions for his life, felt 
more reconciled to their fate, when they 
conceived hopes that their beloved Ivan 
would be ſpared to them: not becauſe they 
had leſs affection for the children they had 
loſt, or for the daughter who ſurvived; but 
from the nature of man, who, when agitated 
by the deſpair ariſing from the proſpect of 
loſing what he moſt values, feels more grate- 
fully the unexpected recovery of any part of 
his treaſure, than if he had remained in un- 
interrupted poſſeſſion of the whole. Mr. 
and Mrs. Leuhaupt were beſides ſupported, 
under the affliction it had pleaſed heaven to 
viſit 


viſit on their heads, by habitual piety; and 
when the firſt burſt of grief was pall, they 
received the evil with decent reſignation, and 
the good with the moſt unbounded grati- 
tude. 


This worthy pair now turned their atten- 
tion towards Phedora, whoſe conduct and 
ſingular attachment had entirely won their 
tendereſt affection: they trembled for her 
ſafety, and Mrs. Lauhaupt inceſſantly re- 
proached herſelf with the imprudence which 
had expoſed her to a danger they had fo 
much reaſon to dread, The widow Ruben- 
ſki, in the abſence of her child, had been 
tortured by the moſt painful apprehenſions; 
ſhe daily heard indeed, that Phedora had 
been ſeen in the miniſter's hamlet, perform- 
ing her little ſervices for the family with un- 
abating alacrity, and this intelligence alone 
ſupported her exiſtence. But when death 
with his too ready dart, no longer hovered 
immediately over the houſe of Mr. Leu- 
haupt, be conducted the beloved girl to her 

anxious 
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anxious parent, who conjured him to inform 
- her if the danger was paſt. He heſitated, 
for it was yet only eight days ſince Phedora 
had flown to him to offer her grateful fer- 
vices, and endeavoured to evade the queſ- 
tion by dwelling on the praiſes of his little 
aſſiſtant. Dame Rubenſki obſerved that he 
did not reply to her queſtion, and though 
her mind was not to be diverted from what 
ſolely occupied it, ſhe forbore to diſtreſs the 
good man, by urging him further. He re- 
queſted that Phedora might return with him 
to accompliſh her charitable work, by en- 
tirely re-eſtabliſhing the health of her young 
friends, which he ſaid her ſprightly conver- 
ſation would much contribute to: but in 
reality he made the propoſal with a view of 
watching over her, until his hopes or fears 
were realized ; and ſhould the worſt happen, 
that ſhe might at leaſt have the benefit of 
thoſe well- earned cares, his wife and himſelf 
would be ſo anxious to beſtow upon her. 


- It 
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It was with difficulty the poor widow con- 
ſented to this ſecond ſeparation; but Mr. 
Leuhaupt urged that the child would not 
incur any further danger, and promiſed that 
ſhe ſhould return in three or four days, after 
which ſhe ſhould only viſit him occaſionally 
as before. All the benefits which the wor- 
thy miniſter had conferred upon herſelf and 
her orphan girl, crowded to the mind of 
dame Rubenſki, and extorted a reluctant 
conſent : but before Phedora would leave 
the village, ſhe ſtept to the cottage of the 
woman who had attended to her grandmo- 
ther, and embracing her with affection, of- 
fered to her acceptance half a copeck, which 
was all her hoarded treaſure, and having 
forced the gift upon the honeſt peaſant, con- 
jured her to continue her cares until her re- 
turn. 


The widow Rubenſki wept when Mr. 
Leuhaupt led her away, and having looked 
after them till her ſight failed, ſhe ſat all de- 

ſolate 
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ſolate and forlorn, giving way to her dejected 
apprehenſions. 


Ivan and Catherine were tranſported that 
their dear little nurſe had returned to them; 
for they feared that her grandmother would 
have detained her; and their careſſes gave 
equal delight to Phedora, On the follow- 
ing day Mr, Leuhaupt watched her counte- 
nance with encreaſing anxiety, but ſhe dif- 
covered not any ſymptoms of indiſpoſition, 
and the next to that was quite as favourable z 
he therefore began to hope that ſhe might 
have eſcaped the infection, and with a light- 
ened heart ſent to inform the widow Ru— 
benſki of the welfare of her child. The three 
days elapſed, and the face of Phedora was 
ſtill animated with health, and her ſpirits un- 
oppreſſed ; but Mr. Leutaupt could not yet 
feel entirely at eaſe, and returning with her 
to her grandmother's dwelling, ventured to 
aſk her indulgence for another ſhort term. — 
Dame Rubenſki on beholding her gay and. 


cheerful as ever, found her own ſpirits revive, 
and 
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and almoſt aſſured that all danger was paſt, 
ſhe could not reſiſt the preſſing entreaties of 
Mr. Leuhaupt, however her affection might 
repine at the ſacrifice. Her compliance was 
amply rewarded by the continued health of 
Phedora, who had thus willingly paid her 
debt of gratitude at the hazard of her life, 
and yet ſo providentially preſerved it, to 
ſoothe the declining years of her venerable 
parent, 


The affection which Ivan and Catherine 
had formerly entertained for their loſt bro- 
ther and ſiſter, ſeemed now to have centered 
in the little orphan; and Mrs. Leuhaupt, 
fully convinced that to her cares ſhe owed 
the life of her ſon, regarded her with a fond- 
neſs proportionate to the tender value at 
which ſhe eftimated his preſervation.— At 
her requeſt, united to that of her huſband, 
the widow Rubenſki removed to their ham- 
let, and from that time the young Leu- 
haupts and Phedora became inſeparable.— 
The good miniſter would no longer ſuffer her 
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to work in the flax grounds; and declaring 

that he adopted her in the place of his So- 

1 phia, gave to her the inſtructions his de- 

Wl | | ceaſed child had been accuſtomed to receive. 
| | 


When the rigour of the long froſt abated, 
and the earth was ſufficiently ſoftened to ad- 
| | mit the pickaxe and the ſpade, Mr. Leu- 
118 haupt began the fad office of uniting to 
N their native duſt, all thoſe who had been cut 

off in the courſe of the winter. Amongſt 

theſe were his three babes, whoſe bodies had 
been committed to the building appointed 
to receive the dead, whilſt the ſeaſon for- 
bad this laſt act of humanity. *—Every at- 
flicting remembrance was then renewed, 
and again was every heart torn by wounded 
ll affection. Mrs. Leuhaupt alternately 
4 mourned her loſs, and thanked heaven for 
the bleſſings which were yet ſpared to 
her : ſhe followed her deceaſed children to 
the grave, accompanied by Ivan and Cathe- 


— — — — — — 
— — 
* „ 22 VIDE" Io — ä — — 


* Vide Cuſtoms and Manners of Ruſſia, Livonia, &c, 
rine, 


HE DORA. 47 


rine, and when the earth covered them from 
her view, ſhed a ſilent flood of tears, but ſhe 
without thoſe emotions of paffionate ſorrow 


which nature dictates in deſpight of reaſon. 


Phedra was not permitted to be preſent at 
the mournful ſolemnity, cauſeleſsly to tempt 
the danger ſhe had ſo wonderfully eſcaped, 
but ſhe peeped through the halt-open door, 
as her afflicted friends paſſed near her cot- 


tage, and joined in the grief they could not 
reſtrain, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 
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& Within the graſs, conceal'd, a ſerpent lies.“ 


As the warm ſeaſon approached, the young 
people forgot their recent forrow, and de- 
lighted with the ſudden verdure of the fields, 
and the flowers which ſprung up almoſt in- 
ſtantaneouſly beneath their feet, they en- 
joyed with keen and animated pleaſure the 
cheering influence of the ſun. 


Near the hamlet was a wood of fir-trees, 
chiefly appropriated to the preſervation of 
honey, which formed part of the poſſeſſions 
of ſome of the richer peaſants.—The bees 
are not, as in the more ſouthern countries, 
kept in hives, and foſtered near the cottages, 
but are ſuffered to depoſit the fruits of their 
labour in trees,* whoſe branches are lopped 
off from the baſe nearly to the top, where 


* Vide Appendix to Voltaire's Hiſtory of Ruſſia. 
the 
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the bees form their neſt, which is pretty 
well defended both from man and beaſt by 
a rough wood-work encircling the ſtem of 
the tree at a conſiderable height ; yet thus 
ſecured they are not always unattainable.— 
Ivan Leuhaupt, whoſe activity no obſtacle 
could reſtrain, was much delighted, when 
overcoming every difficulty, he could pro- 
cure honey for Phedora and his ſiſter ; when- 
ever they rambled out, he! directed their 
ſteps to the wood, and ſcarcely ever returned 
without regaling them with the fruit of his 
adventurous gallantry. At length his de- 
predations became too evident to eſcape no- 
tice, and Ulric Stenau, to whom unhap- 
pily part of the wood belonged, loudly la- 
mented his loſſes. The delinquents could 
not tail of hearing theſe complaints, and the 
two girls were terrified at the menaces he 
uttered againſt thoſe who ſecretly injured 
him, and felt ſome remorſe at the fault they 
had been led to commit ; but Ivan laughed 
at their fears and ſcruples, and braved the 
diſcovery which Ulric intimated he ſhould 
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ſhortly make. The weather, however, for 
ſome days detained them at home, but at 
length the ſky became ſerene, and they re- 
ſumed their accuſtomed walks. Catharine 
and Phedora had formed a reſolution not to 
enter the wood, or be tempted to renew 
their fault ; but the raillery and ſolicitations 
of Ivan overcame the firſt part of this pru- 
dent determination, and he immediately be- 
gan his atchievements by mounting the firſt 
tree that promiſed an abundance of ſpoil.— 
6 You lee,” cried he, © that I am deter- 
-mined to dine at friend Ulric's expence ; 
and ſo ſhall you, if you will only keep watch, 
and tell me if you ſee any one coming.” — 
His affrighted companions declared they 
would not partake in the theft, and urged 
him to deſiſt ; but, finding their moſt earneſt 
entreaties unavailing, they conſented to be- 
come his auxiliaries, as far as related to giv- 
ing him notice of the approach of the enemy 
they dreaded. Ivan then aſcenged very tri- 
umphantly to the wood-work below the bees 
neſt, but as he was twiſting himſelf through 

2 it, 


— 


WW 


RE DORA. $1 


it, it ſuddenly gave way and he fell to the 
tion, 


The ſcreams of his ſiſter echoed through 
the wood, whilſt Phedora, who thought he 
was dead, was deprived both of voice and 
utterance : ſhe flew to him, however, with 
precipitation, and finding that he was co- 
vered with blood, all her own congealed at 
the ſight, and ſhe ſtood by his fide like a 
ſtatue : but, at length obſerving that the 
current {till lowed, ſhe exerted her endea- 
vours to ſtop it; whilſt Catherine wrung her 
hands, and called 1n vain upon her brother 


to open his eyes. Phedora grew more and 


more terrified . I will run to Mr. Leu- 
haupt, ſhe exclaimed, © even if he ſhould 
kill me, and tell him all, that he may come 
and help our poor Ivan!“ 


She then darted off with the ſwift neſs of 
an arrow, and flackened not her pace till ſhe 
arrived at the good miniſter's houſe. Mrs. 

| D 2 Leuhaupt 


ground, where he lay without ſenſe or mo- 
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Leuhaupt was fortunately with dame Ru- 
benſki, and her huſband quite alone, to 
whom Phedora, with a pale aſpect of horror, 
related the miſadventure. Shocked as he 
was, his preſence of mind did not forſake 
him; but haſtily ſeizing whatever he could 
immediately find to bind up the wound, he 
put a bottle of ſpirits into his pocket, and 
deſiring Phedora to direct a peaſant to fol- 
low him inſtantly, and to keep herſelf from 
the obſervation of his wife, he hurried to 
his unhappy boy, who had recovered his 
ſenſes, though he appeared much ſtupified 
from a contuſion on his head, which was al- 
ready amazingly ſwelled : he was otherwiſe 


- dreadfully bruiſed, and ſcarcely able to fit 


againſt the tree, even with the ſupport of 
Catherine, who was in deſpair that ſhe could 
not ſtop the blood which ſtill trickled, tho” 


Nowly, and was more terrible to her imagi- 
- nation than all the bruiſes, of the anguiſh of 


which poor Ivan comptained. Mr. Leu- 
haupt examined his head with more alarm 
than he thought proper to exhibit _- but he 

F found 
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found his limbs were unbroken, and as he 
was compelled to leave to time alone the 
elucidation of the danger with which the 
contuſion was attended, he could do little 
more at preſent than convey his ſon home. 
Phedora had obeyed his inſtructions, and 
brought a peaſant to his aſſiſtance, and whullt 
they ſlowly carried the unlucky Ivan be- 
tween them, ſhe was again diſpatched to 
the village with Catherine, to prepare Mrs. 
Leuhaupt for a ſight too terrific to be pre- 
ſented to her without a previous intimation. 
She had unfortunately returned home, and 
was ſurpriſed to find the houſe entirely de- 
ſerted : the heſitation of the diſtreſſed girls, 
and the confuſed narrative they gave, alarm- 
ed the timid, mother, and ſhe was ruſhing 


out to meet her Ivan, when her ſteps were 
arreſted on the threſhold by the appearance 


of this beloved boy, pale, languid, and co- 


vered wita ſanguine ſtreams, which gave her 
an apprehenſion ſo horrid of his immediate 
death, that ſhe was unable to ſupport the 
ſhock, and ſtaggering a few paces towards 

* him, 
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him, ſhe funk down without uttering a 


Dame Rubenſki, who had obſerved what 
in the village amounted to a crowd, paſſing 
by the cottage, enquired and learnt the caule ; 
and with trembling ſteps crept to the dwel- 
ling of her friends, to give all the aſſiſtance 
ſhe could. Her preſence relieved the mind 
of Mr. Leuhaupt, who committed his wife 
to her care, whilſt he attended his ſon, 
whoſe hurts he again examined with anxious 
ſolicitude ; but not obſerving any that gave 


him much diſquietude, except the contuſion 


on the head, which he was ſenſible might 
have fatal conſequences, though he knew 
not how to guard againſt them, he merely 
aprled to the wound ſome herbs whoſe vir- 
tues he had ſucceſsfully tried, and left him 
to repoſe. His afflicted mother earneſtly en- 
treated that ſhe might watch by him, but 
Mr. Leuhaupt would not conſent to it for 
the ſake of both parties, reſerving the office 
for himſelf. 


When 
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When the houſe was reſtored to its uſual 
calm, the widow Rubenſki returned to her 
home, ſupported by Phedora, who felt too 
much depreſſed and even guilty, to converſe 
as uſual ; her grandmother was likewiſe fi- 


lent, and looked extremely grave. As they 


entered the cottage, Phedora burſt into 
tears, and miſſing the accuſtomed conſola- 
tion from her hitherto indulgent parent, re- 
tired to a corner, to ſob out the grief that 


ſwelled her heart. Dame Rubenſki for ſome 


time appeared not to notice her; but at 
length calling to the diſconſolate girl, ſhe 
required a narrative of the tranſaction, by 
which the misfortune had been incurred. 


Phedora very readily diſcloſed the whole; 
but as poor Ivan had already ſuffered fo ſe- 
verely, ſhe could not find it in her heart to 
mention her own reluctance and that of Ca- 
therine to be his accomplices, or relate that 


their fears for his ſafety alone, had prevailed 


with them to ſhare the diſgrace of the Jaſt 
attempt upon the property of Ulrig5tenau. 
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When ſhe had ended, the good woman 
ſhook her head, —* Oh Phedora !” ſhe ex- 
claimed, „I felt not half the pain I expe- 
rience at this minute, when I formerly beheld 
you pining for the food I had not to give 
you. I then thought you free from guile, 
and could bleſs heaven, that amidſt the hor- 
rors of bitter want, the child of my Ruben- 
{kt was honeſt and good; but now that the 
Almighty has raiſed up friends to your 
'0uth—even whilſt the worthieſt of men is 
inſtilling into your mind the precepts of 
virtue, and loading you with Henefits, you 
repay him by joining to bring diſhonour into 
the boſom of his family, and overwhelming 
him with a miſery more poignant, ungrateful 
that you are, than that from which he has 
raiſed you. Go to Ulric Stenau, confeſs 
your fault, and humble yourſelf before the 
man, who will now be juſtified in charging 
you with theft, and me with equal diſ- 
honeſty for having brought up my child to 
be the peſt of ſociety.” 


To 
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To theſe bitter reproaches Phedora made 
no reply, but by prompt obedience to the 
injunction which cloſed them: with a face 
ſwollen with weeping, and her eyes yet 
ftreaming, ſhe run to ſeek the dreaded Ulric 
and implore the pardon ſhe was hopeleſs of 
obtaining. She found him relating, with 
e | malicious triumph, the ſucceſs of his cruel 
r | plan; for he had purpoſely loofened the 
is | boards round his fineſt trees, at once to diſ- 
of | cover and puniſh the marauders: he knew 
u | not that Phedora was one of them, but as 
o | fhe-was the uſual companion of the unlucky 
g || Ivan, and ſeemed to be thus lamenting his 
11 | miſchance, he called to her the moment ſhe 
as | appeared in fight, to liſten to the taunts he 
ſs | was not aſhamed of uttering. The confeſ- 
de || fron ſhe inſtantly made was beyond. his ex- 
ig | peckation; but it had not ſufficient power 
. || to diſarm his anger: he loaded her with re- 
to || Proaches,, and caſt upon her revered parent 
ſome reflections which Phedora was unable 
to hear with any patience :—ſhe began to ; 
Co | vindicate her with earneſtrieſs, and the bru- 1 
D 5 tal 


— 
— % —ͤ—ñ—6— ÿ x— — 
A — 


58 PHE DORA. 


tal wretch then drove her from him with the 
utmoſt obloquy. 


Forlorn and diſconſolate ſhe then returned 
to her cottage; and ſuppoſing that her grand- 
mother had, during her abſence, eaten her 


ſupper, becauſe her own ſhare alone remained 


upon the board, ſhe put it away untouched, 
and laid herſelf down to reſt: but affliction 
had now, for the firſt time, power to banith 
repoſe from her little humble couch, and with 
a mind ill at eaſe, ſhe watched the long twi- 
light of eve and morning, till at- length wea- 
ried with reſtleſſneſs, ſhe ſunk into an uneaſy 
ſlumber towards ſun-zife. For the firit time 
too, ſhe felt unhappy and aſhamed in the 


preſence of Mr. Leuhaupt, to whoſe dwel- 
ling her anxious ſteps were firſt directed: 


the charge of ingratitude wounded her to 
the ſoul, and when ſhe beheld the good mi- 
niſter, ſhe fell upon her knees before him, 
and beſought his forgiveneſs. Ivan had, 
however, already exculpated her in the eyes 


of bis father, for he was miſerable until he 
had 
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had withdrawn from Phedora and his ſiſter the 
blame tliey appeared to deſerve. Mr. Leu- 
haupt raiſed her with kindneſs, and having 
gently chidden her for concealing the fault 
which had brought on all this miſchief, and 
which a timely diſcovery would have pre- 
vented, he declared that if the puniſhment 
of Ivan had not been dangerous and quite 
ſo ſevere, he ſhould not have regretted it. 


The pale face and humid cheeks which 
Phedora preſented to Mrs. Leuhaupt, who 
attributed her anxiety wholly to the ſituation 
of Ivan, procured her x very tender kiſs; 
but the would not ſuffer her yet to ſee him, 
leſt her ſorrowful appearance ſhould affect 
him. Having therefore haſtily embraced 
Catherine, the little orphan returned to her 
grandmother, to perform all thoſe offices 
which her age and infirmities ſo much re- 
quired : ſhe found her ſtill grave and un- 
happy, and her manner drew forth anew the 
tears of Phedora, which the kind reception 
of her beloved benefactors had dried up. — 
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The good widow enquired if Ivan were ſome- 
thing better, and receiving a ſatisfactory 
anſwer was again filent : this conduct, fo 
unuſual and fo afflifting, almoſt broke the 
heart of poor Phedora, and ſhe ſo earneſtly 
promifed to offend no more, ard begged to 
be forgiven with ſo many tears, that the ap- 
pearance of anger dame Rubenſki had aſ- 
ſumed, was much diminiſhed. 


Ivan was of neceflity confined to the houſe, 
until the warm weather, which generally va- 
niſhed with the firſt autumnal month, no 
longer animated vegetation : to this the bit - 
terneſs of long and ſudden froſts ſucceeded. 
He felt this mortification equally with the 
pain of his contuſions, and the reproachful 
lectures of his father; and thus experienced 
the vengeance of Ulric Stenau in its fulleſt 
ſorce: yet the amuſements of winter ſoon 
chaſed from his mind every other remem - 
brance of his puniſhment, but thoſe emo- 
tions of hatred and contempt which the pre- 
ſence of this man _ inſpired. The ad- 
venture 
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venture left in the heart of Phedora a ſtrong 
abhorrence of an action either deliberately 
unjuſt or thoughtleſsly wrong; and the ad- 
monitions of her grandmother ſhe had ſo 
keenly felt, that altho' their ſeverity wounded 
for the preſent, their ſalutary influence be- 
came durat le and moſt impreſſive. 


Livonia, at the end of two years, ſtill 
groaned under the oppreſſive conteſts of Po- 
land, Ruſſia, and Sweden : its inhabitants 
were divided amongſt themſelves, and its 
proviſtons drained to ſupply the vigour of 
thoſe opponents, whoſe feuds were becom; 
ing its deſtruction. Many families fled from 
the gulph viſibly yawning beneath their feet; 
but many ſtill remained to brave its horrors, 
becauſe their neareſt and deareſt relatives 


had taken part in the conteſt, whole intereſt . 


or whoſe fartunes they would not deſert.— 


The poorer and meaner fort, who had not 


in general either the means, the thought, or 
the courage to emigrate from the {pot that 
gave them birth, and where alone they were 

aſſured 
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aſſured of ſuſtaining themſelves by their la- 
bour, bore with a kind of deſperate patience 
the plunder they could not avoid; but at 
length it became more ſevere, as it was more 
frequent, and the dreadful dearth and con- 
ſequent poverty, which no induſtry or toil 
could avert, forced the peaſantry into thoſe 
armies that deſolated their provinces and 
ruined their families. The manufactories 
then ſtood ſtill, and the earth remained un- 
cultivated ; the deſolation became every day 
more wide and univerſal, and each indivi- 
dual then felt wounds which were mangling 
the boſom. of his country. Mr Leuhaupt 
cheered the drooping ſpirits of his little flock, 
and inſtructed them to preſerve their ſtores 
in the boſom of the earth, which thus a 
ſecond time yielded them its treaſures, and 
enabled them alike to mock the keen re- 
ſearches of the hungry ſoldier, and the bitter 
blaſts from the. frozen ocean. 


It was now above three years ſince the 


noble benefactors of the widow Rubenſki 
had: 
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had firſt extended to her their aſſiſtance, 
and the money left with the friendly mint- ” 
ſter for her uſe, was almoſt exhauſted : 
but the excellency of his heart was neither 
drained nor impaired ; and as it had pleaſed 
heaven to leſſen his ſamily, which gave him 
rather more power to liſten to its benevolent 
dictates, he ſecretly determined to impart 
this unpleaſant circumſtance only to his wife; 
and with her concurrence, propoſed to their 
ancient friend to become their inmate, toge- 
ther with Phedora, and partake their fortune 
whatever 1t might be. 


After a few objections urged by the mo- 
deſty of dame Rubenſki, the plan was joy- 
fully acceded to, and the union which a 
fimilarity of virtues had firſt formed, was 
thus more cloſely cemented. But the af- 
fection of the young people was not to be 
improved. Catherine Leuhaupt regarded 
Phedora with the fincereſt friendſhip, who, 
on her part, venerated the whole family with 
fuch grateful enthuſiaſm, that ſhe would 

. freely 
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freely have given up her life for a with- 


out conſidering it a facrifice. Ivan was, 
however, jealous of her ſuperior fondneſs for 


his ſiſter, and now and then reproached her 


for this offence, with ſome degree of ill-hu- 
mour : yet he never failed the next time he 
went out, to bring her, if it was in the winter, 
a half-frozen bird to be revived by her tender 
cares ; or in fummer, the firſt lowers he could 
find as a peace-offering. Her voice was a 
charm which could check his moſt vehement 


-emotions of anger and reſentment, and her 


applauſe an ample recompenſe for the moſt 
painful ſelf-denial, or the moſt arduous ex- 


ertion. He retained for ſome time his ab- 


horrence of Ulrick Stenau, whoſe cruel 
vengeance had nearly proved ſo fatal to him; 


nor could the exhortations or pacific lectures 
of his father ever extort from his lips an af- 
firmation that the injury he had himſelf com- 


mitted, was repented of, and the ſuperior 
injury he had received was forgiven, until 
he perceived that Phedora was ſhocked at 


his obſtinate unplacability, which her own + 


conduct 
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conduct ſtill more forcibly condemned than 
either looks or words. 


It had beenfor ſome time dangerous to wan- 
der from the village, as the foragers of either 
army, eſpecially the Swedes, who were perpe- 
tually on the watch, ſeized upon every youth 
they encountered, to repleniſh their thinned 
battalions :—Young Leuhaupt, now in his 
ſeventeenth year, was uncommonly tall and 
well-proportioned, and his father knew and 
trembled at the riſque he ran ; but he had 
not the power of ſending him to a place of 
greater ſecurity. He detained him therefore 
as much as poſſible at home, and prevailed 
with him, when they were annoyed by their 
unwelcome viſitors, to ſecrete himſelf from 
their obſervation. Yet though Ivan deteſted 
the acts of oppreſſion every ſoldie was in- 
diſcriminately compelled to - exerciſe over 
his more helpleſs fellow-creatures, either to 
ſupply his own urgent wants, or to gratify 
the caprice and ambition of a higher power: 


* he had liſtened with attention to the 
| COPY 


= _ — ——— 
— — — —œ 
— — — — — «a 


__ PHEDORA, | 


inexpretible horrors attached to an active 
life of military duty, he found his heart 
beat high to enliſt under the banners of the 


noble Livonian,* whe had formerly ſought - 


to free his country from oppreſſion, and now 


ſtruggled to avenge it, To diſſipate this 
- inclination, which tortured the boſom of his 


mother, every attention and art apprehen- 
five tenderneſs could invent, were employed, 
not only by his own family, but by the 
widow Rubenſki and Phedora ; and he could 
now no longer complain with any ſemblance 
of juſtice, that he was the laſt in her affec- 
tion and eſteem. On his part he was equally 


aſſiduous to amuſe her and his ſiſter, and 


had contrived, during the rigour of the 
winter, a paſtime in which they all delighted. 

It confiſted of a plank elevated at one end a 
conſiderable height, with ledges affixed to 
each fide, in which was placed a ſeat to glide 


. from the top to the bottom. When Ivan 


bad compleated it under the direction of his 


* P atkul. 
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father, he threw a ſufficient quantity of wa- 
ter over the plank, which freezing as it fell, 
covered the ſurface with a ſmooth ice ; then 
placing himſelf in the ſeat, it flew down with 


a celerity almoſt rncredible.* Catherine and 


Phedora were delighted with this exerciſe, 
and a:moſt all the young people of the vil- 
lage ſoon partook of it. Amongſt theſe 


was a ſon of Ulric Stenau, a boy about 


fourteen years of age, who could not, tho” 
of a temper proud and ſullen, deny himſelf 


the ſatisfaction all his companions ſo much 


extolled ; but to him it was rather a puniſh» 
ment than a ſport, becauſe lvan Leuhaupt 
whom every one loved, and whom he hated, 
was maſter of the ceremonies, and would 
not ſuffer him to take -another boy's turn, 
or beat the girls to make them quit the field. 
He therefore procured a ſlide of his own, 
much ſuperior in height and magnitude to 
that of Ivan, whom he invited, together 


* This became a favourite diverſion at the court of Ruſſia, 
in 1735, under the Empreſs Ann, | 


with 


* 
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with Catherine and Phedora, to witneſs his 
magnificence. 


They went, more from deference to his 
father than inclination to accept the ſum- 
mons, and found young Stenau encompaſ- 
ſed by his companions, who with minds 
early corrupted, paid him all the adulation 
his inſolence demanded. The moment he 
perceived Catherine and her friend, he ran 
to them and boiſterouſly ſeizing Phedora, 
endeavoured to place her in the ſlide; but 
ſhe was terrified at the height from which 
ſhe muſt deſcend, and fearfully drew back. 
The rude boy difregarded her reluctance, 
and was drawing her forward, when Ivan in- 
terfered and releaſed her with ſome difficulty 
from his graſp. Young Stenau much of- 
fended, no longer took any notice of Phe- 
dora or her companions, ho invited to par- 
take of the amuſement, became merely 
ſpectators of it, becauſe the maſter of the 
feſtival inſtead of ſacrificing his inclination 
to pleaſe his gueſts, was ſolicitous only to 
| | Sratify 
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gratify himſelf, and made them ſtand ſhiver- 
ing by, whilſt he alone occupied the ſeat of 
his ſlide. He had deſcended ſeveral times 
ſucceſſively, when his head became giddy 
from the continued velocity of his motion ; 
and, having 1n vain endeavoured to catch at 
ſomething to ſave himſelf, he fell headlong 
from the middle of his career. His compa- 
nions, terrified at the expected rage of Ul- 


ric, whom they all feared, inconfiderately - 


fled different ways, and left his ſon to his un- 
happy deſtiny. The compaſſion of Phedora 
and the young Leuhaupts was forcibly awak- 
ened at the deplorable ſituation in which he 
lay : the diſguſt they had conceived againſt 
him was no more remembered, and they 
united to carry him to his father's houſe, 
which was not far from the ſpot. His mo- 
ther, whoſe only child he was, and who 
idolized him, when ſhe beheld his ghaſtly 
countenance and motionleſs limbs, rent the 
air with her ſcreams, which ſoon brought 
her huſband to ſhare in her grief and diſ- 
traction. They vehemefitly bemoaned their 

5 ; darling 
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darling boy, but were incapable of directing 


that proper care ſhould be taken of him: 


Ivan, more thoughtful, ran to procure the 
aid of his father, who arriving ſoon after, 
found the Stenaus ſtill occupied with help- 
leſs lamentation. Mr. Leuhaupt could not 
diſcover the preciſe injury the lad had re- 


ceived, excepting that two or three of his 


ribs were broken, and recommended that 
medical aſſiſtance ſhould be procured from 
Odenpo. 


A ſléèdge was inſtantly prepared, and a 
man diſpatched for the purpoſe :—The pa- 
rents, afflicted as they were, were ſtill eager 


to throw the blame of this misfortune upon 


any. other than their ſon, and demanded a 
detail of it from his lips; but he was entirely 
unable to give it, and Ivan related the acci- 
dent, and the flight of his yourg friends, 
whoſe conduct had given him great diſguſt 
through the whole of the trauſaction. The 
anger of Ulric Stenau was rouſed at the 


narrative, and to divert his grief he ſought 
; | | out 
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out the trembling deſerters, and over- 
whelmed them with the rage they had ſled 
to avoid. . 


Mrs, Leuhaupt, well-knowing how toſym- | 
pathize in the anxious ſorrow ſhe had herſelf 


ſo recently felt, offered every conſolation and 
aſſiſtance in her power: ſhe was conſtituted 
chief nurſe, and called in the diligent cares 
andattentions of Phedora to ſecond her own ; 
a conduct with which Ivan was much 
ſhocked, as it totally deprived himvof her 
ſociety, In vain, however, did the Phyſi- 
clans from Odenpo preſcribe, and equally 
vain was the watchfulneſs and invariable 
kindneſs of Mrs. Leuhaupt ; their patient 
ſtill languiſhed in extreme pain, and his re- 
covery was deſpaired of. 


But all the attention of the miniſter's fa- 
mily was now called to a ſubject which in- 
tereſted their generous- hearts with ſuperior 
force: the good widow Rubenſki, whom 
they ſo much loved and revered, apparently 
| | drew 
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drew near her laſt moments # the blood 
ſcarcely crept into her veins, and her limbs, 
ever weak and languid, became motionleſs 
and dead. Phedora, apprehending the event, 
wept and implored of heaven with the moſt 
paſſionate ſupplication to reſtore her beloved 


and only parent; who gently reminded her 
of the unhoped for benefits ſhe had already 


received from its mercy, and without flatter- 
ing her wiſhes, exhorted her to reſignation 
and compoſure : yet, whatever her piety 
might enjoin, affection and ſolicitude for 
the future welfare of her darling child, oc- 


cupied her own boſom, and agitated her 


mind with a thouſand emotions of anxiety, 
which all the experienced kindneſs and be- 


nevolence of their mutual friends could not 


efface. 


Mr. Leuhaupt procured the medical per- 


ſon who attended young Stenau, to viſit the 


venerable Rubenſki ; but he gave no hope of 
her recovery, and intimatuu that her exiſt- 
ence was of yery ſhort duration. - She was 


not ſhocked at the ſentence, for the felt its 
truth, 


e 
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truth, and found the powers of life faſt de- 
caying. Phedora was, with ſome difficulty, 


removed from her bedſide, whilſt her grand- 
mother, at her own requeſt, converſed in 


private with Mr. Leuhaupt. , The confer- 


ence was of ſome length, and towards the. 


latter end of it he recalled his wife, wild re» 
mained a conſiderable time with them, be- 
fore Phedora was again admitted. 


On the following day the widow Rubenſki 
was conſiderably weaker, and it became very 
painfu? to her to utter an articulate ſound ; 


yet ſhe was anxious in her laſt moments, 


again to recommend her poor orphan to the 
compaſſion and protection of the worthy 
pair, who had already ſnatched her from the 
bittereſt want, and beſtowed upon her mind 
a cultivation, her own extreme age and po- 
verty would have denied to her wiſhes, — 
When expreſſion could no longer be at- 
tained, the dying parent aided her requeſt 
by thoſe looks which the heart can ſo well 
explain, the feeble preſſure, the ſudden tear 
that haſtily fills with reciprocal drops, thoſe 
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eyes on which the poor petitioner gazes with 
earneſt ſupplication; the uplifted hand which 
calls heaven to witneſs the compact an ex- 
changing glance alone implied, and the laſt 
faltering benediction divided between the 
object of her fondeſt love, and thoſe to 
whoſe foſtering care ſhe commits her—all 


- ſunk deep into the hearts of the good mini- 


ſter and his wife, and ſwelled them with the 
ſincereſt grief. Phedora embraced her grand- 
mother as though ſhe would have retained 
the departing ſpirit in its worn-out dwelling ; 
but her tears no longer flowed, and, but 


that a deep convulſive ſob ſhook her frame 


from time to time; ſhe would have appeared 
inſenſible to the ſcene that wounded her ſo 


keenly. 


The widow Rubenſki was deſirous of ſee- 
mg the young Leuhaupts for the laſt time, 
and their mother withdrew to bring them to 
her : they were weeping for their' good old 
friend, and for the afflicted Phedora, whoſe 
forrows they longed to ſoothe, and haſtily 


obeyed the ſummons they had been fearful 
_—_ of 
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of not receiving. They arrived at her bed- 
fide in time to hear the broken entreaties of 
the dying matron, to regard and cheriſh their 


orphan companion as a fiſf r: Catharine 
murmured an inarticulate aſſent, and Ivan 
vehemently affirmed that he would love her 
to the laſt moment of his life. Phedora 
raiſed her head to thank him, but was di- 
virted from her purpoſe, by a look of terror 
and ſolicitude which the youth caſt upon 
her grandmother, whoſe eyes were cloſed, 
and who appeared as though the hand of 
death had already attained her. Mr. Leu- 
haupt thought ſo, and would have removed 
Phedora, who reſiſted his efforts ; but during 
the contention, the widow Rubenſki evinced 
ſome faint ſigns of life, and the good paſtor, 
after ſeveral attempts to reſtore her to ani- 
mation, perceived that nature's laſt ſtruggle 
was rapidly approaching. - It was ſoon paſt, 
and Mrs. Leuhaupt, aſſiſted by her ſon, 
then forced her little friendleſs charge from 
the ſhocking ſcene. 
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% He plung d in 
& And buffetting the billows to her reſcue, 
% Redeem'd her life. 


Tur tender concern the whole family 
demonſtrated for her loſs, and the ſorrow 
they themſelves felt for the death of the wi- 
dow Rubenſki, whom they reſpected and 
eſteemed, ſoftened the anguiſh of Phedora 
and took from her ſoul half the bitterneſs 
f grief. She was now entirely caſt upon 
the benevolence of this worthy and amiable 
pair, whoſe parental kindneſs could not, 
however, efface from her ſenſible mind that 
| ſhe ſtood alone amidſt her fellow-creatures, 
iſolated, and unconnected by any of thole 
tender bands, by which nature ſubdues and 
humanizes mankind. This idea, whilſt it 


animated the gratitude ſhe felt for every ing; 

ſtance of affection the Leuhaupts beſtowedF' 
upon her, cut her to the heart when ſhe un 
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avoidably witneſſed the difficulties under 
whach they ſometimes ſtruggled, and the 


wants they vainly wiſhed to hide from her | 


knowledge. 

Upon theſe occafions Ivan could not be 
ſilent, but earneſtly entreated his father to 
permit him to join the Livonian troops.— 
Mr. Leuhaupt, however, invariably rejected 
his requeſt, both from compaſſion to the 
diſtracton of his mother, and from the re- 
flections he had made upon the probable re- 
ſult of the agitations which now convulſed 
his unhappy country: conteſted by power- 
ful adverſaries, it muſt, he thought, be in- 
evitably condemned to ſlavery ; whilſt thoſe 
who from diſintereſted patriotiſm were the 
moſt active to vindicate and preſerve its 
rights, would either be conſigned to an ig- 
nominious death by the tyrant from-whom 
they revolted, or linger out a wretched ex» 
iſtence in the deſerts of Siberia, for ſtarting 
at the more rigorous laws of the ſovereign 


who affected to protect them. Whenever 
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the impetuoſity of Ivan threatened to over- 
come the arguments of his father, Phedora 
ſunk into the deepeſt dejection, and accuſed 
herſelf of augmenting the difficulties of this 
worthy family, by burthening them with 
the additional taſk of ſupporting her ; thus 
becoming the principal cauſe of thoſe con- 
tentions which diſturbed the harmony they 
were wonted to live in, and raiſing perpe- 
tual alarms and diſquietude amongſt thoſe 
ſhe would have died to ſerve. She was well 
convinced that Mr. Leuhaupt received no 
further ſuccour from her unknown benefac- 
tors; and ſhe had undeſignedly overheard, 
during the life of her grandmother, that the 
money which had been depoſited in his 
hands was quite exhauſted ; they could not 
thereſore, deceive her on this ſubject, hows 
ever they might bave wiſhed it, and the un- 
eaſineſs of her mind produced its correſpon- 
dent effect on the body; ſhe became lan- 
guid, and loſt part of the vivid bloom which 
={ually adorned her cheek, 
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The whole family participated in the con- 
tinued anguiſh that over-clouded her native 
vivacity ; but Mr. Leuhaupt alone divined 
its real ſource. His penetrating eye had 
traced her varying emotions when the hard 
hand of poverty encompaſſed them with a 
keener graſp, and he marked with what un- 
willingneſs ſhe took her portion of their 
humble meals. He immediately communi- 
cated the diſcovery to his wife, and with 
equal anxiety they conſulted in what man- 
ner they could remove the ſcrupulous delt- 
cacy that wounded their benevolent hearts. 
Ivan and Catherine gently reproached her 
for avoiding their ſociety, and indulging a 
grief ſhe would not let them endeavour to 
alleviate. © Why will yon not permit me 
to go with you every evening to the grave of 
our dear good dame Rubenſki?“ ſaid Ca- 
therine tenderly; * do you think, Phed ra, 
that I would not weep with you?“ - And 
do you think,” added Ivan, „that I would 
not help you to clear the tu:f of weeds, and 
try to dry up the tears you ſhed over it?“ 
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« I was thinking laſt night,” ſaid ſhe, 
« that had my grandmother been alive, ſhe 
would have reaſoned with you Ivan, and 
have diſſuaded you from vexing your mo- 
ther by talking of going to fight in the 
trenches of Riga: it was this regret that 
made me weep ſo much, and ſtay till you 
came to ſeek me, for I forgot how late it 


was.” 
« Then I will no longer wiſh to join the 


Livonians,” he replied, with great quick- 
neſs; and if this has been part of your 
grief, it ſhall afflict you no more.“ 

« I may then tell Mrs, Leuhaupt ſo,” 
cried Phedora, and give her the comfort 


of fleeping again in peace, without dread- 


ing to behold in her viſions, the image of 


her ſon, wounded and dying.“ Ivan aſſented 
upon condition that ſhe would reſume her 
chearfulneſs, and not ſhun his company and 
that of Catherine. His ſiſter warmly urged 
the ſame requeſt, and Phedora, overcome by 
their perſuaſions and remonſtrances, pro- 


miſed that ſhe would no longer avoid them, 
but 
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but endeavour to recover the ſerenity ſhe 
had experienced before the loſs of her de- 
ceaſed parent. The effort, however, was 
beyond her ſtrength, and Mr. Leuhaupt 
ſaw, with inexpreſſible concern, that unleſs 
her active mind were amuſed by ſome employ- 
ment, it would ſink under the weight that 
oppreſſed it. 


Young Stenau ſtill languiſhed from the 
effects of his fall, and no remedy preſcribed 
by the phyſician, or ſuggeſted by the com- 
paſſionate miniſter, could give him effectual 
relief from internal pain. Mrs. Leuhaupt, 
after the death of the widow Rubenſki, re- 
newed her attentions, and ſometimes took 
with her, her daughter and Phedora to amuſe 
the fretful liſtleſsneſs of the invalid. 
The ſurly pride of the father, and the haſty: 
vehemence of the mother, were alike ſub- 


dued by an event that cruſhed all their: 
fondeſt hopes, and they turned with helpleſs: 


anguiſh, towards thoſe who were both capa-- 
ble. and willing to ſoothe their affliction and: 
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alleviate the miſery of their ſon. The hu- 
mility of Phedora, her gentleneſs and pa- 


tience, and above all the mournful air with | 


which her own loſs had impreſſed her coun- 
tenance, joined to her filent ſolicitude, often 
overcame the peeviſh impatience of young 


Stenau, who at length rejected all aſſiſtance 


or relief but from her hand. The affficted 
parents, eager to catch at any tranſient com- 
fort, would ſcarcely allow her to be abſent 
a moment from their fight, and ſtooped to 
the humbleſt entreaties to obtain her entire 
reſidence with them. Mr. Leuhaupt aſ- 
ſented with the leſs reluctance, as he was 
well aſſured, that from the ſatisfaction of 
finding herſelf of ſuch effential ſervice, the 


mind of the little Rubenſki would receive 


all the eaſe her aſſiduous cares imparted :— 
but his family could not ſo well reconcile 


| themſelves to her abſence, and Ivan looked 


very grave when he heard the propoſition, 


It was now nearly five years fince he had 


firſt beheld Phedora, then a child ; he was 
himſelf 
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himſelf but three years older, but he felt 
even then with peculiar compaſſion the mi- 
ſery of her lot, and was the firſt of Mr. 
Leuhaupt's children who ſought the cottage 
of her grandmother : in a ſhort time ſha 


rivalled his fiſter Catherine in his love, who 


had always been his fayourite ; but ſince her 
reſidence with his family, Phedora had out- 
ſtripped her friend in the affection of Ivan, 


and he was much offended and very jealous 
of the attention ſhe beſtowed upon young, 


Stenau. In vain did ſhe appeal to his hu- 
manity and endeavour to intereſt his com- 
miſeration for the unhappy boy: it was 
enough, Ivan ſaid, that he had obtained 
hers, he was then r.o longer an object of com» 
paſſion to the reſt of the world. 


This reply was not ſuppoſed to be an ef. 


fuſion of gallantry, either by Phedora or 
Catherine, who was likewiſe preſent,  for- 
they knew. not even the meaning of the 
word; and Ivan was himſelt as little ac- 
quainted with the term, as with the mode oy 
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of conduct it was meant to delineate: he 
merely felt that he could never be miſerable 
whilſt Phedora was ſolicitous for his happi- 
neſs, and that the attentions ſhe laviſhed 
upon young Stenau ought to have charmed 
away all his ills: but when he found that 
his remonſtrances were diſregarded, and that 
in ſpite of them, little Rubenſki was prepar- 
ing to take up her abode for the preſent, un- 
der the roof of Ulric Stenau, his anger 
prompted him anew to hint his intention of 
flying to the army. She was alarmed at the 
intimation, and reminded him of the pro- 
miſe he had made, to think no more of it. 
& It was upon condition,” replied he, “ that 
you would not avoid my company, and that 
you permitted me to ſhare in all your ſor- 
rows, and in all your cares; but now you 
are even quitting my father's houſe ; and 
when you are gone—lI may as well go too.“ 

Why do you talk thus?“ ſaid Phedora, 
whilſt the tears ſtarted from her eyes; © I 
ſhall be abſent but a ſhort time; when young 


Stenau recovers, I ſhall return to you all, 
d whom 
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whom I ſo much love ; if, indeed, you will re- 


ceive me: alas! Ivan, where elſe ſhould I go ? 


You know I have no home.” —< Yes, yes,“ 


interrupted he, much ſoftened, ** you have 
a home : but I fear theſe. Stenaus will be- 
come ſo fond of you, that they will be un- 
willing to part with you again.“ © Ah, no!” 
cried Phedora, 1t is only here that a poor 
orphan like me, could find refuge from 
every pain, but that one with which my 
helpleſs gratitude ſometimes overwhelms my 
heart.“ 


At length poor Ivan was compelled to al- 
low of her temporary abſence, after having 
procured a promiſe that ſhe would at leaſt. 
ſpend every moment ſhe could ſpare, with 


him and Catherine, who inſiſted upon being 


included in the treaty: yet he could not ſee 
her depart, without an emotion of vexation 
and regret, that for a while deprived him of 
all vivacity and temper. 


Phedora, as Mr, Leuhaupt had foreſeen 
finding herſelf of importance to the well- 
being 
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of conduct it was meant to delineate : he 
merely felt that he could never be miſerable 
whilſt Phedora was ſolicitous for his happi- 
neſs, and that the attentions ſhe laviſhed 
upon young Stenau ought to have charmed 
away all his ills: but when he found that 
his remonſtrances were diſregarded, and that 
in ſpite of them, little Rubenſki was prepar- 
ing to take up her abode for the preſent, un- 
der the roof of Ulric Stenau, his anger 
prompted him anew to hint his intention of 
flying to the army. She was alarmed at the 
intimation, and reminded him of the pro- 
miſe he had made, to think no more of it. 
& It was upon condition,” replied he, “that 
you would not avoid my company, and that 
you permitted me to ſhare in all your ſor- 
rows, and in all your cares: but now you 
are even quitting my father's houſe; and 
when you are gone —I may as well go too.” 

« Why do you talk thus?“ ſaid Phedora, 
whilſt the tears ſtarted from her eyes; © I 
ſhall be abſent but a ſhort time; when young 


Stenau recovers, I ſhall return to you all, 
| whom 
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whom I ſo much love; if, indeed, you will re- 
ceive me: alas! Ivan, where elſe ſhould I go ? 
You know I have no home.” —“ Yes, yes, 
interrupted he, much ſoftened, © you have 
a home : but I fear theſe Stenaus will be- 
come ſo fond of you, that they will-be un- 
willing to part with you again.” * Ah, no!” 
cried Phedora, it is only here that a poor 
orphan like me, could find refuge from 
every pain, but that one with which my 
helpleſs gratitude ſometimes overwhelms my 
heart,” 


At length poor Ivan was compelled to als 
low of her temporary abſence, after having 
procured a promiſe that ſhe would at leaſt 
ſpend every moment ſhe could ſpare, with. 
him and Catherine, who inſiſted upon being 
included in the treaty : yet he could not ſee 
her depart, without an emotion of vexation 
and regret, that for a while deprived him of 
all vivacity and temper.. 


Phedora, as Mr. Leuhaupt had foreſeen 
finding herſelf of importance to the well- 
being 
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being of thoſe around her, and no longer a 
burthen on the benevolence of her indigent 
friends, recovered her ſpirits, and ſhook off 
the languor which had oppreſſed” her. For 
ſome time every thing was well: little Ru- 
benſki forgot not her promiſe to her beloved 
companions, and when her patient obtained 
any repole, ſhe ſtole out to meet and em- 


brace them. Mr. Leuhaupt ſtill aſſiſted her 


cares for the recovery of young Stenau; but 
he ſoon became ſo fractious and capricious, 


that he would ſcarcely endure any one in 


his fight but Phedora, and ſhe was obliged 
to curtail her interviews with Ivan and Ca- 
therine, *till at length whole days paſt. with 
out bringing them together. 


The unhappy boy now grew much worſe; 
and Mr. Leuhaupt imagined, that either the 


interior injury he had received had arrived at 


a criſis, or the decay of the wounded part, 
which had been ſlow and gradual, was com- 
pleatecl: he lingered only a ſhort time after 
the change, and then ſuddenly expired in 

the 
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the arms of little Rubenſki, and in the pre- 
ſence of Mrs. Leuhaupt alone, the wretched 
parents having retired, at her earneſt requeſt, 
to ſnatch a ſhort repoſe, after an anxious 
and fatiguing watch of many nights. 


This event, however afflicting, they had 
long expected; the effect of it, tnerefore, 
was not a violence of ſorrow: but the death 
of their only child cauſed a tedious vacuum 
in their lives, which tlie good miniſter and 
his wife in vain fought to remove by enfore- 
ing the doctrine of reſignation, and the 
practiſe of virtue. Ulric Stenau could now 
behold with ſtupid indifference his fields de- 
ſpoiled, and his granaries rifled by the ma- 
ruding ſoldier: his ſtores were no longer 

guarded with jealous vigilance, and his hand, 
before cloſed againſt the wants of his poorer 
neighbours, now opened to relieve them, in 
the hope that heaven would reward.the deed, 
by removing from his boſom the liſtleſs an- 
guiſh that weighed him to the earth. —The 


company of the Leuhaupts, once the ob- 
jects 
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jects of his ſcorn, was now his only refuge 
from the miſeries of felt-r1-proach, and the 
late repentance of a life ſpent in unfeeling 
proſperity, for the bleſſings of which he had 
not been thankful, nor ſought in gratitude 
to alleviate the leſs happy condition of any 
of his. fellow creatures. The compaſſion he 


had often refuſed to others, would now have 


been balm to his heart ; but this was not to 
be obtained from the beings who had flown 
at his nod, and ſoothed his imperious temper 
before misfortune had ſoftened its ferocity : 


to the good miniſter and his family he looked 


for conſolation, and was not diſappointed, — 
Phedora was his almoner, and the exquiſite 
delight ſhe received from relieving, any. diſ- 
treſs, or reſcuing a poor. wretch from famine 


and death, was at. length communicated in 


part, to thoſe whoſe ſtores had hitherto been 


hoarded with rigid retention, and unlocked 


but for themſelves.. 


As Ivan had foreſeen; ſhe became a fa- 
vourite with Ulric and his wite ; not for the 


graces 
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graces of her perſon, or for the vivacity of 
her temper, but for the gentlenels that ne- 
ver ſuffered her to retort an angry ſentence, 
and for the humility which cheerfully al- 
lowed of that ſuperiority, their lingering 
pride would {till at times affume. When 
they ſighed at paſt occurrences, her ſilent 
but ſolicitous cares invited them to forget 
their griet; and when the conſcious ſatis- 
faction of having baniſhed nicagre want from 
ſome board where it had preſided, illumined 
their eyes with a momentary ray of content- 
ment, ſhe welcomed the pleaſing emotion, 
and her animated imagination would then 
call returning {miles to the countenance 
which ſorrow had marked for its own. 


But the affection of Phedora to her firſt 
and beſt friends, was not to be diminiſhed 
by her more recent gratitude to her new 
ones : the Leuhaupts till occupied her 
heart, and ſhe ſtill ſighed in ſecret for the 
indigence they ſo little deſerved to ſuffer. — 
It was true that the bounty of Mrs. Stenau 

now 
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now took from her ſoul the miſery of leſſen- 


ing their comforts, but they were yet infi- 


nitely too few, and ſhe wiſhed, though ſhe 
knew not how to effect her purpoſe, to in- 
duce Ulric to ſhare with them his ſuperflu- 
ous wealth. The propoſition was, however, 
of ſo ſerious an extent, that ſhe could not 
venture to make it, and for the preſent ſhe 
was compelled to brood over the darling 
project, with fond regret at her want of 
power to put 1t in execution, 


Upon the death of young Stenau, Phe- 
dora returned to the roof of her beloved 


Mr. Leuhaupt; but he promoted the daily 


viſits ſhe {till made to the childleſs pair, in 
the hope that her ſweetneſs of diſpoſition 
and winning manners might induce them to 
conſider her orphan ſtate, and provide for 
her future wants, ſhould his deſtiny ever de- 


prive him of the power of protecting her:. 


his wife concurred in the wiſh with diſinter- 
eſted ſincerity ; but Catherine and her bro- 
ther repined at being deprived of her ſociety, 

unreſtrained 
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unreſtrained as they had been uſed to enjoy 
it, by the preſence of thoſe who knew not 
how to ſmile with conceding indulgence 
at the lively fallies of youth ; and they 
thought the benefits their father hinted at, 
were ſcarcely worth thoſe hours of careleſs 
joy they had laughed away together. 


When the ſudden ſummer of Livonia had 


again clothed their fields with verdure, Mr. 
Leuhaupt propoſed a little excurſion upon 
the lake from which the village was not two 
miles diſtant. Ulric Stenau was poſſeſſed of 
a boat that had carried his hemp, flax and 
other merchandize to Pernaw, before the 
contention, in which his country was en- 
gaged had rendered the paſſage inſecure.— 
The armies of either ſovereign were now 
marching ſouthward ; the perſonal danger 
that had menaced the traveller was no lon- 
ger ſo much dreaded, and Mr. Leuhaupt 
imagined a change of ſcene however momen- 
tary, would as much contribute to diiſipate 
the gloom of his new friends, as the pre- 


cept 
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out their road quite to the borders of the 


tomed to navigate it to Pernaw, was to con- 
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cept and perſuaſion with which he had en- 
deavoured to combat it. The propoſal was 
adopted with great alacrity, and the young 
people were charmed with the expected plea- 
ſures of this little emigration : they readily 
charged themſelves with the burthen of the 
proviſions it was neceſſary to take, and led 
the way with a cheerful ſtep, through an 
avenue of pines and cedars, that marked 
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lake. 


Ivan relieved Phedora and his ſiſter in 
turns, by carrying, in addition to his own, In 
the portions which had been aſſigned to MW w 
them; and thought himſelf fully rewarded, ¶ ce 
when with ſweet ſolicitude, his little Ruben- m 
ſki pointed out to him the path moſt ſhaded I ag 
from the ſcorching ſun. Ulric had previ- | to 
ouſly ſent to have the boat examined and 
repaired, and the man who had been accuſ- 


duct it. The cooling breeze that ſwept 


over the water, refreſhed the little party, 
and 
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and made them forget the toil they had un- 
dergone to enjoy it. Their boat ſkim- 
med the hoſom of the lake, which was ruf- 
fled only by the gentle wind that filled their 
fail :—the placid beauty of the ſcene dif- 
fuſed over the minds of Mr. and Mrs. Leu- 
haupt the- moſt pleaſing calm ; even the 
Stenaus appeared ſenſible of its deliglitful 
effect, whilſt their young companions ex- 
preſſed their ſatisfaction in the moſt un- 
bounded gaicty, and unreſtrained laughter, 


When mid-day was paſt, it was judged 
neceſſary to make again for the ſhore, from 
which the wind had already carricd them a 
conſiderable diſtance, and Ulric ordered his 
man to take down the fail and row back 
again : the good miniſter and his fon agreed 
to relieve him by taking an oar alternately, 
and Ivan, pleaſed with the exerciſe, endea- 


voured to outvie tae ſteady {kill of the boats 


Man. 


Mr. 


dropt from her extended hand, —It had been 


94 HE DORA. 


Mr. Leuhaupt was gazing with delighted 
attention upon the wide expanſe of water, 
illumined by the ſun- beams, which glittered 
upon the rippling of the waves, that were for- 


| 

med by the breeze alone, when a ſmall Ruſ- ( 
ſian ſloop caught his fight, making towards ! 
the boat with great ſwiftneſs. As it approach- | © 
ed, he plainly perceived it to be filled with 
tl 


ſoldiers, and an exclamation of ſurprize and 
fear that eſcaped him, whilſt he caſt a look of I ti 
apprehenſion on his ſon, ſtruck every heart 
with terror and diſmay. The fond mother too 
well comprehended his anxiety, and ſtretch- IS 
ing her arms towards the youth with an in- 
effectual effort of tenderneſs and protection, 
ſunk, without life, on the boſom of her 
huſband. Amidſt the confuſion that imme- 
diately enſued, the ſloop came up with 
them ; but Phedora vbſerved it not, for ſhe Part 
was ſtooping over the fide of the boat, for 
ſome water to recover her beloved, Mrs. #89! 
Leuhaupt : in her haſte and agitation the mag 
cup in which ſhe meant to procure it, fr © 


her 
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her grandmother's, and ſhe was ſo eager to 
regain it, that in leaning forward, her lux- 
uriant locks floated upon the wave that bore 
it from her graſp. At this inſtant ſhe heard 
Catherine ſhriek, and ſtarting up, beheld a 
man in the Ruſſian uniform entering the 
boat, which fome ſailors were laſhing to the 
ſloop. That Ivan would be ſnatched from 
them now appeared inevitable, and the diſ- 
treſs this conviction gave her, joined to the 
terror of the invaders, took from her all re- 
collection or preſence of mind. The ſtran- 
ger, whilſt he advanced to offer his aſſiſt- 
ance to Mrs. Leuhaupt, gazed earneſtly at 
Phedora, who from an impulſive attempt to 
retire from him, fell over the ſhallow 
fide of the veſſel and diſappeared. Cathe- 
Inne alone ſaw the event, for the reſt of the 
party were occupied in reſtoring her mother; 
but her cries ſoon proclaimed it, and the 
agonizing diſtraction that enſued was beyond 
imagination. Ivan looked round with an 
ur of deſperation, and not beholding his 


Phedora, would have plunged into the wave 
to 


into the ſloop.” Ivan beheld it at a ſmall 
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to ſeek her, had not his ſiſter hung about 
him and prevented the effort. The next 
moment Mr, Leuhaupt and Ulric Stenau 
exclaimed that ſhe was ſaved.— Where ?— 
how is ſhe ſaved ?” he eagerly demanded.— 
J know not,“ —replied Mr. Leuhaupt ; 
« but I am certain that I ſaw her taken up 


diſtange, and the people on board apparently 
very buſy. The boatman, who had been 
ſufficiently unconcerned to obſerve all that 
paſſed, informed them that the Ruſſian 
had plunged into the water the moment 
Phedora funk ; and the floop being inſtantly WY... 
diſengaged from the boat, had got ready to 
aſſiſt him: that when he appeared again, 
they put about and took him up, together 
with the body of the young woman, and 
all in leſs time than he could have pulled 
half a dozen ſtrokes. *© The body!“ re- 
peated Ivan with the utmoſt deſpair in his 
countenance ; ** 1s ſhe dead then?“ - The 
fellow replied with great coolneſs, that he 
could not fay.—Ulric Stenau now ordered 


him 
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him to put up the ſail and follow the floop : 
he was obliged to comply ; but obeyed the 
comm and inſo dilatory a manner, that it was 
evident he did not wiſh to reach it. 


The Leuhaupts, diſtreſſed with various 
fears for the deſtiny of their little friend, 
urged his ſpeed with the utmoſt entreaties, 
whilſt Ivan having ſeveral times called to the 
Ruſhans with all the vehemence he could 
exert, ſnatched up an oar, and his father 
followed his example : yet, unſkilled as they 
were in the uſe of the fail, they ſoon found 
that the impenetrable boatman did not ſe- 
' Weond their efforts, but contrived rather to 
impede them. Ivan warmly remonſtrated 
with him upon this unaccountable piece of 
treachery, and his maſter, enraged at his diſ- 
dbedience, threatened to diſmiſs him from 
his ſervice the inſtant he landed. Mr. Leu- 
laupt then diſcovered, from the half ſen- 
ences the fellow uttered, that he was not with- 
ut the ſame fears for his own liberty, which 
he whole party, a few minutes before, felt for 
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that of Ivan, but which their ſubſequent 
terrors had quite effaced from every boſom 
but that of Mrs. Leuhaupt, whoſe anxicty 
had reviſited her with returning life, both 
for Phedora and her ſon. 


Ulric Stenau and Ivan were ſpared how- 
ever, any further expoſtulation, by obſery- 
ing that the ſloop lay to, that the boat mivht MI ; 
reach her: the young man then applied ls + 


oar with redoubled effort, and his father ſe- © 


conded his zeal. Ivan eagerly aſcended the Ih, 
ſide of the veſſel the moment he had at- or 
tained it, and leaping upon deck locked ge 
round for the beloved Rubenſkt : ſhe was 

not there, but hearing his voice, initant- 

ly flew from the cabin and ſprung into * 
his arms, from whence ſhe paſſed into tliole gir 
of Mr. Leuhaupt, who had cloſely followed vi 
his ſon. Whilſt the good man embracedſſ in- 
her with paternal affection, the deliverer d he 
Phedora examined his features with earneſtii ge 
ſurprize, and ſuddenly pronouncing his name, geri 
advanced towards him with a deſign of ren and 
dering 


— 


ng 


PHEDORA. 99 


dering the recognition mutual : but the re- 
collection of Mr. Leuhaupt was not fo 
prompt ; and the officer was compelled to 
introduce himſelf, by mentioning the ap- 
pellation and reſidence of his family. —He 
was the ſon of thoſe worthy people who, diſ- 
tinguithed and loved the modeſt merit of 
the good paſtor, and had, through his means, 
relieved the wants of the widow Rubenſki: 
they were named Rectzizi, and their fon 
Caſimir, by birth a Livonian, would not 
be reſtrained from taking up arms with thoſe 
of his countrymen, who put themſelves un- 
der the protection of Ruſſia. 


Mr. Leuhaupt had not ſeen this young 
man for ſeven years, at which time he had 


given him a fervent benediction, many good 


wilhes and much ſage advice, upon his leav- 
ing the paternal roof for the firſt time, to 
en iſt as a volunteer under the banners of 
the unfortunate Patkul : his merit, from that 
period, had advanced him to a Lieutenancy, 
and he was now entruſted by luis comman- 
F 2 der 
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der with an expedition of ſome moment.— 
He had quitted Dorpt but two days, and 
by accident rather than deſign, had cruized 
for a few hours about the lake, where he had 
thus unexpectedly encountered his old and 
well-remembered friend. 


When Rectzizi had been preſented to the 
whole party, who participated in the ſatis- 
faction ariſing from the diſcovery, Mrs. Leu- 
haupt turned her whole attention to Phe— 
dora, whoſe ſituation was exceedingly un- 
comfortable as well as dangerous. After a 
little conſultation, the cabin was ceded 
wholly to the females, who contrived to re- 
medy- the inconvenience, by relinquiſhing 
cach ſome part of their garments to their 
little reſcued friend, whilſt her own were 
hanging to dry at the windows of their with- 
drawing room. During this ceremony, the 
young ſoldicr excuſed himſelf to the good 
miniſter and his ſon, for the trouble they 
had nad in chacing him to recover his charm- 
ing prize, which was occaſioned, he ſaid, by 

the 
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the extreme ſtupidity of his people; for he 
was himſelf ſo occupied in endeavouring to 
reſtore her to life, that he did not oblerve 
the courſe they were ſteering, or their diſ- 
tance from the boat, until the young lady, 
on perceiving her ſituation, firit made him 
remark it by entreating to be returned to 
her friends, 


Mr. Leuhaupt admitted the apology with 
great good humour, but Ivan could not ſo 
ſoon forget the dreadful uneaſineſs he had 
endured from the fear of loſing Phedora, 
and remained ſilent and thoughtful, whilſt 
his father enquired of Rectzizi if he had 
lately heard from his family, he rephed that 
he had not received any intelligence of them 
for ſome tine paſt, which gave him much 
uneaſineſs; but he knew they had been 
driven from Poland by the diſtractions of 
that unhappy country, and from that time 
he was ignorant of their deſtination, 
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When Phedora was again equipt in her 
own cloaths, the Stenaus expreſſed their 
wiſhes to return immediately to ſhore ; and 
the young officer, who was unwilling fo 
ſoon to part with his friends, undertook to 
eſcort them quite to their own houſe.— He 
directed his people to follow the inſtructions 
of the boatman, and in a few hours the 
party were landed at the ſpot from whence 
they had taken water in the morning — The 
floop was defired to wait the return of the 
Lieutenant, who procecded to the village with 


the family of Mr. Leuhaupt; and the Ste— 


naus, who bad felt ſome uncaſineſs for their 
perſonal ſaſety, were not diſpleaſed to be 
thus guarded, for the evening had already 
cloſed in, and the cedars and pines which 1n 
the morning had afforded them fo delighttul 
a ſhade, now rendered the way very gloomy ; 
but when theſe were paſt, they were guided 
by the luminous twilight of a northern ſky, 


which gave with diſtin& preciſion, every 


object to their view, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Leuhaupt as he walked, converſed 
with young Rectzizi, who after ſome heſi- 
tation, enquired if Phedora were not his 
daughter? The good man replied that ſhe 
was not ; and after a pauſe, uninterrupted 
by his companion, he added, that he would 
inform him at another moment, of the manner 
in which ſhe became a part of his family.— 
Caſimir made no reply, and a few minutes 
after, looking round him with attention, he 
afirmed that he knew the country, from 
having viſited it ſome time ago in a foraging 
party. Ah! my dear Sir,” continued the 
young man, * how little did I think that I 
was ſo near your dwelling ! that hamlet to 
the left I well remember, from the remark- 
able cluſter of firs at the entrance.” 


Phedora, who was attentively liſtening to 
his accents, turned haſtily towards him, and 
law him point to her native place : his fea- 
tures and voice {truck her recollection, and 
regarding him earneſtly for a moment, ſhe 
burſt into tears. The Lieutenant was much 


F:4 ſurprized 
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ſurprized at her emotion, and every one 
anxiouſly enquired the cauſe of it. When 
ſhe could articulate, ſhe told them that the 
preſervation of her life was not the firſt be- 
nefit ſhe had received from Rectzizi; and 
related with artleſs eulogium, the diftreſs | 
from which he had relieved her, when her | 
| poor grandmother's cottage had been pillaged | 
| by the ſoldiers. © Is it poſſible,” exclaimed 
he impetuouſly, that you can be the ſweet 
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. . . a 
child, whoſe tears and innocent expoſtulation ö 
ſo much intereſted me!“ 


— = 


| % Yes,” replied Phedora, TI was that 
| child; and your goodneſs and bounty which 
| my revered parent ſo much commer. 124d— 
| 6 alas! ſhe is no more—but I will ever re- 4 
| member them with the livelieſt gratitude.” ; 
« 1 ſee, my dear Caſimir,” ſaid Mr, Leu- 4 
haupt, taking his hand, that you are wor- 
thy of the affinity you bear to thoſe virtuous 8 
beings whom I have the honour to call my 
friends :—it was at your age that I firſt be- A 
came acquainted with your father; my rank * 
accorded not with his, but our minds were ry 
not 
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not diſimilar. Let me endeayour to perpe- 
tuate the eſteem and love that has ever ſub- 
ſiſted between us, by preſenting you to this 
youth, as one whom I would . wiſh him to 
regard with emulative affectiou; when he 
tas ſhewn himſelf worthy of your friend- 
ſhip, let him obtain 1t.”—Ivan embraced 
Rectzizi with cordiality; but he appeared 
at the ſame time grave and uneaſy, nor could 
all the attentions beſtowed upon him by his 
ſiſter and Phedora, who wondered at his 


diſquietude, reſtore him to his uſual vivacity. 


Upon the arrival of the party at the vil- 
lage, Ulric Stenau inſiſted that they ſhould 
ſup at his houſe, where he offered the young 
ſoldier a bed, if he was at liberty to quit 
his ſloop till morning. Rectzizi thankfully 
accepted his propoſal, after telling Mr. Leu- 
haupt, whoſe looks he very well tranſlated, 
that the veſſel merely attended him and his 
men, that they might not be obſerved lurk- 
ing in any of the villages about, whilſt he 
watched an opportnnity of accompliſhing 
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the project he was commiſſioned with, which 


had been unavoidably delayed. — After this 
explanation, they ſat down to their repaſt, 
to which every one did honour but Ivan, 
who now and then broke his unuſual filence 
by aſking their new friend various queſtions 
concerning the duties and employments in 
which he was generally engaged. Caſſimir 
uttered a warm culogium upon the cauſe his 
arms eſpouſed, and as highly extolling the 
commander under whom he ſerved, unthink- 
ingly propoſed to Ivan, in the heat of his 
zeal, to become what he had originally been, 
a volunteer in the regiment where he had 
obtained _ ſuch encouraging ſucceſs. But 
Catherine, trembling leſt her brother ſhould 
break his mother's heart by conſenting, ſud- 
denly interrupted the young orator by en- 
treating him to deſiſt. Phedora, all in tears, 
ſeconded the requeſt, which Rectzizi inſtantly 
complied with, very much diſconcerted at 
the effect of his eloquence. 


ec | 
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« | have adviſed my ſon,” ſaid Mr. Leu- 
naupt, with his uſual calmnels, © to enter into 
the church, for which I have cndeavoured 
to qualify him; but I will not reſtrain his 
inclinations, nor do I wiſh to debar him 
from the converſation of thoſe, who by in- 
forming him minutely and with impartiality, 
of all the duties annexed to the lite of a ſol- 
dier, may better lead him to judge it 1t be 
ſuch as his ideas have figured to him.” 
ReCtzizi was filent, and Mr. Leuhaupt pro- 
ceeded.— Tell me, my young friend, did 
your heart never bleed for the diſtreſs which 
your own hand had occaſioned, when it has 
not been in your power—when duty forbade 
you to liſten to the voice of humanity, and 
heal the wounds you were compelled to give? 
When you have ſtripped the poor widow of 


her mite, when you have ſnatched the bread 


from the mouth of the orphan, have you al- 
ways been enabled, as in the cale of my lit- 
tle Phedora, to follow the dictates of your 


native generoſity, and dry up the tears you. 


had cauſed to flow?“ 
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& Alas! no,” replied Rectzizi; —“ and 
that I could not, I have myſelf felt all the 
horrors I was compelled to inflict; yet 1 
have been taught to conſider theſe particu- 
lar and private evils as light, when weighed 
with that public good, which the temporary 
endurance of them at length occaſions. The 
cauſe in which we ſtruggle is ſo glorious, 
and the end will be ſo exemplary !—We 
fight for our rights, and to emancipate our- 
ſelves from an arbitrary and uſurping tyrant, 
who laughs at our humble repreſentations, 
and reſents the patriotic boldneſs which in- 
ſpires the effort.“ | 

« Ah my good friend!“ returned Mr. 
Leuhaupt, «wait yet a little while, and 
then obſerve the effects of this noble ebulli- 
tion: already has it immerſed us in blood, 
and made our country the prey of ambitious 
ſovereigns, who gladly ſeized the opportu- 
nity of draining it of. its produce, while 
they make it the convenient theatre of their 
own particular contentions, reſulting alone 


from private jealouſies, and the hope of wreſt- 
ing 
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ing from each other that power and domi- 
nion over us, which each chuſes to arrogate 


to itſelf.— For the preſent, however, we will 


argue no more: I merely requeſt of Ivan 
that he will delay his intention a ſhort time: 


at the end of the year, if he thinks as he 
does now, he ſhall have my conlent to take 
up arms under the monarch you ſerve, and 


my prayers and bleſſing ſhall attend him.“ 


Mrs. Leuhaupt ſighed, and for a few 


moments every one was filent: at length 


her huſband roſe to depart, and with a half 


ſmile enquired of Rectzizi, if he ſhould ſee 
him in the morning. The young man he- 
ſitated for a moment, and then aſked per- 
miſſion to breakfaſt with the good miniſter 
and his family.—“ I ſhall be moſt happy to 
embrace you at my humble dwelling,” re- 
plied Mr. Leuhaupt, with earneſt fincerity, 
« if you can properly ſpare time to come 
and experience the welcome you will re- 
cerve.” —ReCtziz1 was unable to deny him- 
ſelf this pleaſure, and having mentioned an 
_ early 
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early hour for their meeting in the morning, 
they ſeparated. 


When Phedora and Catherine withdrew 
for the night, they found it impoſſible to 
fleep, until they had mutually diſcuſſed the 
adventures of the day : the pleafures of the 
morning their ſubſequent alarms—the dan- 
ger of Phedora the intrepid conduct of the 
amiable Rectziz:.—all was canvaſſed with 
animation, and reflected upon with wonder. 
Catherine had often heard the ſtory of the 
young ſoldier and the halt-ruble, but now, 
that ſhe had ſo unexpectedly ſeen the hero of 
the tale, ſhe made Phedora repeat every 
word he had utterred,. that in her own 1ma- 
gination ſhe might adopt them to his man- 
ner, and review in fancy the whole of the 
tranſaction which did him ſo much honor. 
The vivacity of her approbation ſtruck Phe- 
dora with ſurprize, who began to queſtion 
the warmth of her own gratitude, ſince her 
friend, who was not the perſon ſo infinitely 
obliged, appeared to ſurpaſs her in commen- 

e dation 
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dation and eſteem of the man who had fo 
lately ſaved her life: this reflection pained 
her, at the ſame time that ſhe was conſcious 
her heart ſecretly applauded Rectzizi, 
even more than the tongue of her friend 
Catherine, voluble as it had deen in his 
praiſe: her enquiries and eulogiums had 
ſcarcely ceaſed, when the hour drew nigh 
at which Caſſimir had appointed to meet 
them to breakfaſt. Phedora failed not to 
recollect it; ſhe roſe with the ſun, and had 
nature put a little more of the coquette in 
her compoſition, and her wardrobe admit- 
ted the effort, ſhe certainly would have at- 
tired herſelf with unuſual care to appear be- 
fore him: her countenance wore a very V1- 
fible air of heavineſs and languor that did 


not eſcape the notice of Mrs. Leuhaupt,. 


who imputed it to the accident of the pre- 
ceding day; imagining that the terror and 
ſhock her mind had received, muſt have de- 
ranged her frame; ſhe therefore took no 
further notice of her dejection, than by re- 
commending her to keep , herſelf quiet, 

SS and 
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and not. follow Ivan in his long rambles for 
ſome time to come. 


| The young ſoldier was punctual to his 
if hour: he had already taken leave of his 
[ hoſts, and intended to regain his ſloop, the 
| moment he quitted Mr. Leuhaupt's family. 
| This declaration he made on entering the 
houſe, to banith the anxiety he had obſerved 
| in his old: friend, leſt his abſence from his 
duty ſhould be too much leiigthened : 1t had 
| however, the effect of ſtealing away the ſmiles 
that adorned the pretty face of Catherine, 
and adding to the gloom which appeared in 
that of Phedora. And when ſhall we ſee 
you again?“ aſked Mrs. Leuhaupt, in a 
tone of ſolicitude. 

« I fear my return will be very uncertain ;' 
replied Rectzizi; * but if accident. ſhould 
fo much favour my wiſhes, and my good 
deſtiny once more caſt me in your way, I 
will forgive it for being a little wayward in 
ner reſpects,” 
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The good miniſter perceived the mutual 
regret which neither his family nor his gueſt 
could conceal, at the ſeparation that was falt . 
approaching; and as he felt the ſame ſenſa- 
tion himlelf, he propoſed that they ſhould 
accompany Rectzizi to the place where the 
veflel awaited his return, to prolong the 
pleaſure his ſociety afforded them, The idea 
was joy fully adopted, and they ſent to the 
Stenaus an invitation to join the party; 
but they were fatigued by their recent ex- 
curſion, and declined the walk. 


When Phedora arrived at the ſpot where 
her native hamlet was perceptible, ſne turned 
to the young ſoldier who was walking by her 
ſide, and ſaid to him with much emotion, 
Loet me once more thank you, whilſt this 
object is before me which diſcovered my 
firſt obligation to you, for your huma- 
nity upon that occaſion, and ſecondly for 
the lite you have preſerved ; but above all, 
let me try to expreſs ſome part of the gra- 
titude with which my heart now pants, to- 
| wards 
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wards your revered family, for reſcuing my 


poor grandmother from miſery—for lighten- 


ing the burthen of poverty and years, and 
ſoothing her latter days into peace and com- 
fort. If I ſhould never have the happineſs 
of beholding theſe worthy benefactors, will 
you tell them, from the little orphan who 


venerates their virtues, that ſhe will never 


ceaſe to bleſs them, or importune heaven 
that the deed may be rewarded.” 


Rectzizi was ſurprized at the latter part 
of this addreſs, which he could not poſſibly 
comprehend, and Mr. Leuhaupt obſerving 
his aſtoriſhment, drew him aſide, and in- 
formed him of the beneficence of his parents 
towards the deccaſed widow Rubenſki. 
Caſtfinur haſtily aſked o long the ſtipend 
had been diicontinued ; but the good mini- 
ſter evaded the queſtion, by ſaying that 
money had been placed in his hands to be 
advanced as it might be wanted. The young 
ſoldier ſighed, and exprefied his fears that 
Mr, Leuhaupt had diſtreſſed himſelf to ſup- 

ply 
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ply the deficiency he knew there muſt have 
been, from the long continued abſence of 
his family from Livonia.—“ I would that I 
could reimburſe you,” he added, endeavour- 
ing to force ſome money into the hand of 
his friend, “ but this is all I have about me 
do not refuſe me.“ 
« You oflend me,“ interrupted Mr. Leu- 
haupt gravely : © Ulric Stenau and his wife, 
whom you {aw with us yeſterday, wholly 
ſupport our dear Phedora, whoſe inſinuating 
gentleneſs has entirely won their hearts : put 
up your rubles, my too generous Caſſimir, the 
Stenaus will nat conſent to be reimburſed, 
and as for myſelf, I have not done any thing.“ 
Ie was oblized to comply, and follow the 

example of Mr. Leuhaupt, who haſtily re- 
| eined his family: they were flowly walking 
n before, and were now come within fight 
ff the ſloop. As they advanced, an officer 
ho had commanded in the abſence of Rect- 
zi, came up to him, and whiſpered ſome- 
at Ning in his ear.—“ I muſt haſten away,” 
p- Fil the young man to Mr. Leuhaupt, whom 
ly he 
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wards your revered family, for reſcuing my 
poor grandmother from miſery for lighten- 
ing the burthen of poverty and years, and 
ſoothing her latter days into peace and com- 
fort. If I ſhould never have the happineſs 
of beholding theſe worthy benefactors, will 
you tell them, from the little orphan who 
venerates their virtues, that ſhe will never 
ceaſe to bleſs them, or importune heaven 
that the deed may be rewarded.” 


Rectzizi was ſurprized at the latter part 
of this addreſs, which he could not poſſibly 
comprehend, and Mr. Leuhaupt obſerving 
his aſtoniſhment, drew him aſide, and in- 
formed him of the beneficence of his parents 
towards the deccaſed widow Rubenſki. 
Caſſinur haſtily aſked o long the ſtipend 
had been diicontinued ; but the good mini- 
ſter evaded the queſtion, by ſaying that 
money had been placed in his hands to be 
advanced as it might be wanted. The young 
ſoldier ſighed, and expreſied his fears that 


Mr, Leubaupt had diſtreſſed himſelf to ſup- 
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ply the deficiency he knew there muſt have 
been, from the long continued abſence of 
his family from Livonia.—“ I would that I 
could reimburſe you,” he added, endeavour- 
ing to force fome money into the hand of 
his friend, “ but this is all I have about me 
—do not refuſe me.“ 

« You offend me,“ interrupted Mr. Leu- 
haupt gravely : © Ulric Stenau and his wife, 
whom you {aw with us yeſterday, wholly 
ſupport our dear Phedora, whoſe inſinuating 
gentleneſs has entirely won their heart,: put 
up your rubles, my too generous Caſſimir, the 
Stenaus will nat conſent to be reimburſed, 
and as for myſelf, I have not done any thing.“ 
He was oblized to comply, and follow the 
example of Mr. Leuhaupt, who haſtily re- 
joined his family: they were flowly walking 
on before, and were now come within ſight 
of the ſloop. As they advanced, an officer 
who had commanded in the abſence of Rect- 
zui, came up to him, and whiſpered ſome- 
thing in his ear.—* I muſt haſten away,” 
laid the young man to Mr. Leuhaupt, whom 
he 
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he embraced, “ farewell my dear Sir.“ Then 
repeating the adieu to Mrs. Leuhaupt, he 
advanced to her daughter and Phedora, who 
both trembled with agitation whilſt he kiſ- 
ſed a hand of each, and begged them not 
to forget him. He reminded Ivan of his 
father's defire that they ſhould in future be 
friends, and aflured him that the wiſh Mr, 
Leuhaupt had ſo far honoured him as to 
make, was on his part already accompliſhed. 
He then hurried away, and ſtood upon the 
deck of the veſſel till Fe could no longer 
diſcern the party he had left on the ſhore.— 
They walked homeward penſive and ſad: 
Ivan envied Rectzizi the power of diſtin- 
guiſhing himſelf by his bravery and merit, 
and ſickened at the inglorious life of inacti- 
vity to which he had been doomed. Mr, 
Leuhaupt, on the contrary, ſighed with ap- 
prehenſion at the too probable deſtiny of this 
amiable young man, whole better fate would 
moſt likely be an honourable death in the 
field of battle; or if he ſurvived: the deci- 
fion of the conteſt, the axe awaited him 1n 
Sweden 
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Sweden, and the deſerts of Siberia threat- 
ened him on the ſide of Ruſſia. 


Catherine and her companion were never 
weary of diſcourſing upon the agreeable qua- 
lities and amiable manners of the young ſol- 
dier; but they ſoon diſcovered that theſe 
converſations were extremely irkſome to 
Ivan, who felt towards their abſent hero a 
ſenſation approaching to hatred, when Phe- 
dora praiſed his humanity, his intrepidity in 
ſaving her life at the hazard of his own, and 
the openneſs of his countenance which beam- 
ed with yivacity and good humour.—< 1 
wiſh,” exclaimed the mortified youth, © that 
it had been my fate to merit ſuch warm 
commendations | but alas, my father un- 
kindly forces me to waſte my youth in ob- 


ſcurity, and ſtifle the ardour that woulds 


impel me to win the eſteem of thoſe I love.” 
« And would you then leave us, Ivan?“ — 
« Yes, I would leave you, that I might be 
received and careſſed as Rectzizi was, when 
like him I could ſnatch a few moments from 

my 
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my duty, to ſpend amidſt my friends.“ —— 
Phedora, unwilling to afflict him, ceaied her 
eulogiums in his preſence ; but the partiality 
of Catherine was not to be thus reſtrained, 
until her brother very ſeriouſly told her ſhe 
was in love with her new acquaintance.— 
This formidable charge ſtartled the artleſs 
girl, who vehemently denied the truth of 
it however, and Ivan as firenuouſly at- 
firmed it, with a propoſal to ſubmit the ar- 
gument to the deciſion of their parents: to 
this Catherine felt r»naccountably averſe ; 


| 

| but as ſhe would not, by ſhrinking from it, * 

| appear conſcious that the judgment of Ivan 

Wk | was juſt, ſhe at length aſſented to the plan. I * 

[8 V 
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The earneſtneſs with which the cauſe was 
opened, and the innocent ſimplicity of the I * 
defendant, diſconcerted the gravity of Mr. 
and Mrs. Leuhaupt, who ſmiled at the can- 
dour of their daughter in thus appealing to 
their award: amidſt a variety of arguments a 
in defence of her plea, ſhe urged this un-. 


anſwerable one, that ſhe was yet only ſix- 
teen. 
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teen. Sentence was at length pronounced 
againſt Ivan, much to the ſati, faction of the 
girls, who had trembled at the idea of his 
unbouaded triumph, ſhould his accuſation 
be tanctioned by the aſſent of the judges. 


Vet, though Ivan appeared to be thus 
miitaken in his ſiſter's caſe, he began to be 
well aſcertained as to the ſtate of his own 
heart. The introduction of Rectz'izi to the 
notice of Phedora, and the clains he had 
made to himlelf upon her eſtœem and grati— 
tude, gave hun a pain which he was unable 
for lome time to divine the cauſe of; but 
the varying emotions of his mind ſoon un- 
ravelled the ſecret, and he felt that Cathe- 
nine might retort the charge he had brought 
againſt her, without the poſſibility of meet- 
ing any defence. After this diſcovery, he 
held many , conſultations with himſelf, whe- 
ther he ſhould reveal it to his father, from 
whom he had never yet concealed a thought ; 
but the fear of having Phedora removed 
from him, and conſigned entirely to the Ste- 
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naus, prevented the half - propoſed confi- 
| dence. This apprehenſion determined him 
to bury his paſſion in his own boſom, until 
he could make it kn n with ſome hope of 
ſucceſs : for the preient, Rectzizi could not 
injure him; and ſhould he appear again with 
thoſe looks and attentions he ſo much 
dreaded, Ivan retolved to aſſert his love, and 
intereſt his family in his cauſe. Pleated with 
this arrangement, he then caſt from him the 
anxiety which had ſo lately clouded his fea- 
tures, and became more than uſually aſli- 
duous to gain the approbation of Phedora, 
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« Behold the furious and unpitying ſoldier ! 
« ——— Death in every quarter, 

% With all, that ſad diſorder can produce, 
% To make a ſpectacle of horror!“ 


Tur period fixed by Mr. Leuhaupt for 
the commencement of his ſon's military ca- 
reer, was rather more than half elapſed, 
when an event, ſuch as he had foreſeen, 
checked the ardour of Ivan, and turned the 
thoughts of every individual to his own im- 
mediate welfare and preſervation. A neigh- 
bouring town, which was ſtill in the poſſeſ- 
fon of the Swedes, had been bombarded by 
the Ruſſians, and taken by aſlault :—the 
wretched inhabitants, whoſe conduct was 
merely the effect of non-reſiſtance to the 
party governing for the moment, happened 
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to diſpleaſe the victors, and they decreed a 
puniſhment long meditated, againſt the Li- 
vonians. Rectzizi, who chanced to be in 
the conquering army, obtained leave of ab- 
ſence for a few hours, and employed it in 
haſtening to the village of the good miniſter, 


His unexpected preſence cauſed fome con- 
fuſion and ſurprize in the family, whom he 
ſeverally recognized with a momentary ſmile 


of pleaſure. Then turning to Ivan, “ Ah, 


my good friend,” cried he, © we muſt bend 
in melancholy acquieſcence to your father's 
better judgment. At this moment the {o- 
vereign wao bound himſelf to redreſs our 
wrongs, Limſelf inflicts ſtill greater with a 
Tythlets l and. I have been compelled to 
raiſe my {word againſt my fellow countrymen, 
indiſcrin.inately with thoſe ho have opprel- 
ſed them; and now, ſmarting with recent 
correction, they are doomed to a cruel ba- 
niſnment from their native foil, to people 
the barbarous plains of Aſtracan,” His 
voice as he ſpoke, trembicd with reſentment 

and 
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and anguiſh.—“ Nor does the tyranny end 
here, continued he; “ the innocent are 
confounded with thole who are pronounced 
guilty, and all the country round—” 

* underſtand you,” ſaid Mr. Leuhaupt, 
after a ſhort pauſe ;— we are implicated in 
the ſentence ; and even the harmleſs inha- 
bitants of this little village muſt atone for a 
ſuppoſed offence, by quitting the fields they 
have toiled to cultivate, and the poſſeſſions 
their fathers bequeathed to them. TI have 
long expected this ſtroke, and muſt ſubmit 
to receive it: my coudittonal promiſe to 
my ſon is now explained, Ivan, you will not, 
| think, join the power which thus cruelly 
crulhes us!“ 


The youth hung his head, and Rectzizi 
then preſſed Mr. Leuhaupt to thelter huntclt 
and his family 1n the town ef Dorpt, irom the 
deloiation which would toon inevitably tweep 
over the open country. It is there only,” 
lad he, “ that you can now be ſecure; for 
the ſtorm is, 1 fear, rapidly approaching.“ — 
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Mrs. Leuhaupt and her daughters (the ten- 
der appellation was now equally given to 
Phedora) trembled at this intelligence : the 


| good paſtor ſighed, and regarding them with 


a look of affection, ſaid that he would ſend 
the females to Dorpt under the protection of 
his own ſon : © As for myſelf,” continued he, 
] cannot deſert my flock ; they look up 
to me for ſupport and comfort, and I ought 
not to fly from them in the hour of diſtreſs,” 


Rectzizi combatted this determination 
with every argument that reaſon and friend- 
ſhip could ſuggeſt ; but Mr. Leuhaupt was 
immoveably fixt, and his wife and children 
obſtinately refuſed to leave him. Yet, tho 
they would not profit themſelves by the ſo- 
kcitous compaſſion of the young ſoldier, 
they reaſonably ſuppoſed that Ulric Stenau 
and his wife could not have any ſuch ſcru- 
ples, and the whole party immediately walked 
to their houſe, to communicate the melan- 
choly neceſſity for their removal to Dorpt. 


The wretched pair, ſhocked at their danger 
whic! 
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which almoſt deprived them of recollection, 
enquired of Mr. Leuhaupt what he meant 
to do, and heard his intention of braving 
the ſtorm, with confuſion and diſmay. 
They were now become accuſtomed to his 
ſociety, and were uſed to receive the benefit 
of his advice upon every important occaſion ; 
and 1n this inſtance, when their terrors ren- 
dered them helplets, they felt ſeverely the 
ſeparation which their ſafety enjoined. — 
Whilſt they mourned it with fincere but 
uſeleſs grief, the worthy miniſter recollected 
that he had not any right to involve Phe- 
dora in the danger himſelf and his family 
choſe to incur, and propoſed that Ulric and 
Mrs. Stenau ſhould take her under their 
protection, and that ſhe ſhould accompany 
them to Dorpt. Phedora turned extremely 
pale whilſt he ſpoke, nor were her young 
companions leſs concerned than herſelf : ſhe 
fell at the feet of Mrs. Leuhaupt, but the 
zzony of her mind prevented the petition 
ſhe meant to prefer. Rectzizi was affected 
with her emotion, and Mr. Leuhaupt, who 
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underſtood the prayer ſhe ſtrove to utter, 
aſſured her of his undiminiſhed regard and 
love, and that the requeſt he had made tg 
her good friends the Stenaus, aroſe from the 
intereſt he took in her welfare 
dily aſſented to the propoſal ; for ſince the 
death of their ſon, they had conceived an 
affection for the young orphan, which her 
own merit, joined with the-circumſtances of 
the moment, had concurred to heighten.— 
Phedora thanked them with tears for their 
tormer bounty, and their preſent kindneſs, 
for which ſhe profeſſed the moſt fervent gra- 
« But it is ſtill more engaged,” 
ſhe added, © to theſe dear friends, without 
whoſe tender compaſſion I ſhould never have 
been in a fituation to have attracted your 
Alas, I cannot quit them, perhaps 
for ever !—My dear, and only mother !” ex- 
claimed the, turning towards Mrs. Leu- 
haupt, © let me remain with you; 1 will 
be your fervant—I will labour inceflantly 
that I may not be a burthen to you, and 1 
will follow you all over the world—I will die 


They rea- 
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with you!“ The good woman folded her to 
her boſom, and with flowing eyes looked to- 
wards her huſband, in a manner that ſeconded 
the entreaty of Phedora. Be it ſo!” cried 
he; © I meant not to wound your affec- 
tionate heart, by the plan of ſeparation I 
thought in humanity and juſtice we ought 
to ſubmit to: but, my dear child, if you 
will ſhare our fate, our arms are ſtill open 
to you, and our hearts I truſt will never be 
mut againſt you“ 


Phedora received the aſſent yith the moſt 
rapturous expreſſions of joy, and embracing 
Catherine with the utmoſt fondneſs, poured 


out her exultation that they ſhould not be 


parted from each other. Ivan, who during 
the controverſy had experienced a thouſand 
contrary fears, now felt the pleaſure which 
her continued ſociety would give him, com- 
batted by alarms for her ſafety; and Rect- 
zizi breathed maily half-ſtifled ſighs at the 
probable ſacrifice in which her too tender 
gratitude had engaged her : he once more, 

'G4 and 
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and with yet greater earneſtneſs, urged Mr, 
Leuhaupt to preſerve the lives of his family 
in ſecurity, by confenting to accompany 
their flight : but he remained ſteady to his 
 purpole, and the young man with a very 
dejected air was obliged to prepare for his 
departure. 


Juſt before he left the village, he put a 
purſe into the hand of Mr. Leuhaupt. — 
© J have no occaſion for this,“ ſaid he, 
% and you, my revered and worthy friend, 
muſt be much ftraitened by the diſtreſs and 
deſolation, which oh every fide aſſail our un- 
happy country.” Mr. Leuhaupt felt the 
trth of the laſt part of Rectzizi's ſpeech; 
but he refuſed the purſe, obſerving, that as 
Caſimir could not receive ſupplies from his 
family, he was too well acquainted with the 
many occurrences in which he would feel the 
loſs of what he ſo generouſly offered to part 
with, The young man aſſerted that it was 
not a part of his pay, but an unexpected 
booty; and he would not be denied the 
pleaſure of appropriating it as he had in- 

— tended, 
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tended, the firſt moment it came into his 
poſſeſſion. 


After a long conteſt Mr. Leuhaupt was 
compelled to a compromiſe, by dividing the 
money with Rectzizi, who put up his ſhare 
with an air of mortification ; and recollect- 
ig that his time was already exceeded, he 
tore himſelf away, The good man and his 
family followed him with their eyes, until 
he was no longer viſible, and then, with hearts 
rather heavy, returned to the houſe of Mr. 
Stenau, to aſſiſt his removal. His own 
boat was to carry him up the river Embac, 
as the leaſt dangerous and leaſt fatiguing 
mode of proceeding to Dorpt : it was laden 
with every thing he could conveniently take; 
yet above two thirds of his ſtores were ſtill 
left behind to the mercy of the ſpoilers. — 
Mr. Leuhaupt was charged with the care of 
theſe, and as misfortune had ſoftened the 
heart of Ulric, the family were deſired to 
uſe them as they might be wanted. 
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When the peaſantry beheld their beloved 
paſtor and his children buſily employed in 
loading the boat, they imagined he was go- 
ing to leave them, and aſſailed him as he 
returned to his own houfe, with tears and 
lamentations, bewailed their deſtiny, and gave 
themſelves up to ſorrow and deſpair. It was 
{ome time before he could calm thei fears, 
and enforce belief to his aſſurances that he 
would never deſert them; but as he had 
ſhared their better fortune, ſo would he 
drink un them the cup of afffiction. The 
moſt joyous acclamations followed his words, 
and the poor people bleſt the tender good- 
neſs of his heart, which thus rcheved their 
woes by participation, whilſt the wiſdom of 
his counſels leſſened their misfortunes. 


In three days the Stenaus were ready to 
depart : they wept on quitting their habita- 
tion, and affirmed with forcboding fears, 
that they ſhould never ſee it more. Mr. 
Leuhaupt would have comforted them; but 
the effort only aggravated their grief, by re- 
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minding them, that they could not in any 
future emergency find relief in his ſociety, 
from which in all probabi ity they were about 
to be ſeparated (or ever. Having lingered 
fome time, they at length' embarked on 
what appeared to their timid and affrighted 
imaginat ions, a long and perilous voyage. 


The good miniſter and his family, now 
left to themſelves, awaited with alternate 
hopes and fears, the tremendous criſis which 
Rectzizi had apprized them was at hand: 
every time the wind whiſtled in hollow blaſts 
through the neighbouring wood, fancy gave 
to their view the naked ſword of the relent- 


leſs ſoldier, and the firebrand ready blazing 


to deſtroy their dwelling. Mr. Leuhaupt 
would yet have forced his wife and children 
to accept the propoſal of Rectzizi; but they 
vehemently retuled to leave him, and vowed 
to thare his fate, tho' the falchion of death, 
which 1t is not given to human eyes to behold 
even when the ſtroke is felt, ſhould be viſi- 
bly impending over his head. His piety, 
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which was ever regular and ſteady, was now 
more than uſually fervent; yet his counte- 
nance, though grave and thoughtful, was 
ſerene, except when a reverie ſurprized him, 
and his eye unwittingly fixed with too long a 
gaze upon his affectionate children and their 
tender mother, and then a pang ſeized his 
heart, which all his fortitude could not con- 


ceal. 


Catherine was terrified with every ſudden 
motion or ſound, and trembled even at her 
ſhadow : but Phedora, though her fears 
were almoſt as ſtrong, looked upon herlelf 
as a volunteer in the cauſe, and thought if 
ſhe betrayed her emotions, Me. Leuhaupt 
might perhaps revoke his permiſſion for her 
ſtay with them, and ſend her to Dorpt as he 
had originally propoſed : the dread of this 
gave her reſolution to hide the apprehenſions 
ſhe felt, and to aſſume an air of compoſure 
that ſtruck her friends with admiration.—. 
Ivan would often aſk if ſhe did not repent 
having been left with them; and when ſhe 

affirmed 
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afirmed that ſhe rever could, he experienced 
ſuch tranſports of gratitude and tender: eſs, 
that his father could no longer fail to ob- 
ſerve the paſſion he klew not how to conceal 
or ſupprels, and regretted that it ſhould 
have received birth under circumſtances fo 
inauſpicious: his further remarks, however, 
led him to diſcover that Ivan's love was un- 
returned, and only noticed as the affection 
of a brother by the object that inſpired it. 


Phedora was now 1n her ſeventeenth year, 
and both her diſpoſition and pei ſon unfolded 
each day a ſweeter grace : deſcription may 
fall ſhort of the lovelineſs it attempts to 
paint, and it may perchance exceed it ; but 
it can never give it to the fancy ſo amiable, 
as fancy, unaſſiſted, would picture it to her- 
ſelf: ſuffice it then that Phedora Rubenſk1 
was moſt lovely. 


A fort night paſſed from the departure of 
the Stenaus, without any further cauſe for 
apprehenſion, than what their own fears ſug- 

veſted ; 
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geſted; but at the end of that time their 
alarms were coloured with greater probabi- 
lity: ſome peaſants at work at the entrance 
of the village, ſuddenly flew homeward with 
intelligence, that a great number of Ruſſian 
ſoldiers were approaching at a full gallop.— 
The horror this news created, extended from 
roof to roof, and deprived every individual 
of the power of reflection, The villagers 
aſſembled inſtinctively before the door of 
Mr. Leuhaupt's dwelling, as if his prelence 
could have protected them: he armed him- 
ſelf with fortitude, and ſurrounded by his 
family, came forth to teach them how to 
die, if ſuch were to be their immediate 
fate, as his example had inſtructed them 
41 how to live. He ſoothed and encouraged 
the unhappy peaſan s, who conſcious that 
their ſecret wiſhes had never favoured. the | 
Ruſhan arms, expected the {ame puniſh- { 
ment inflicted upon the inhabitants of ſome It 
of the neighbouring places, who having I © 
openly promoted the retreat of a Swediſh I} it 


1 detachment, had been inhumanly put to b. 
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the ſword by the purſuers. Vet agitated as 
they were, they could not but applau.!, and 
at length reſolve to imitate, the cool intre- 
pidity of their paſtor, whoſe deſtiny was 
equally diſaſtrous with their own ; but who 
could yet with apparent calmneſs look for- 
ward to an event, which only in idea, nearly 
annihilated them. 


The military party ſo much dreaded, ſoon 
entered the hamlet, and finding every cot- 
tage deſerted, rode with their ſabres drawn 
up to the place where the villagers were af- 
fembled, and their leader with a haughty 
air, demanded if they meant to reſiſt. His 
yoice and menacing attitude, and the naked 
weapons which glittered on the eye, ſpread 
the utmoſt conſternation through the tremb- 
ling throng. Mr. Leuhaupt made an effort 
to advance towards the commander of the 
troop ; but betore he could obtain his at- 
tention, an unhappy peaſant, for ſome un- 
intentional offence, was {truck to the earth 
by one of the Ruſſians: his blood, which 

flowed 
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flowed in torrents, infuſed a ſort of deſperato 
horror into the minds of his fellow villagers, 
who each expected that his turn was com- 
ing, and they all flew with fru:tic eagerneſs 
to ſeize ſome weapon of defence; nor could 
the earneſt remonſtrances of Mr. Leuhaupt 
recal their ſcattered ſenſes, or arreſt the 
mad efforts which haſtened their deſtruction, 
Alternately he addreſſed his own people, 
and ſpread his hands towards their incenfed 
foes with eager lupplication : , but the molt 
ungovernable frenzy had taken poſſeſſion of 


the firſt, and the laſt deſpiſed his impotent 


mediation. Ivan had hitherto been with- 
held by the united efforts of his mother and 
the affrighted girls, from heading the pea- 
ſants, and directing the defence they medi- 
tated : at length however, he eſcaped from 
their arms, and was flying forward, when 
his father obſerved the fury that ſparkled in 
his eyes, and throwing himſelf in his way, 
forbade him as he teared his curſe, to acce- 
lerate the ruin by his raſh foily. The youth 
ſuddenly ſtopt at theſe tremendous words, 

and 
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and pointing to the beloved objects he had 
juſt quitted, Ah, my father,” he exclaint- 
ed, would you ſee them murdered ?”— 
« I would not,” returned Mr. Leuhaupt, 
« and I therefore command you to retire 
with them into the houle : if it ſhould be 
invaded with a ſanguinary intention, you 
may there defend them.” Then obſerving 


the irreſolution of his fon, „There is no 


time to be loſt,” he added—< I will be 
obeyed.” —Ivan immediately turned back 
with a dejected air, to execute his commiſ- 
hon, The unequal engagement had already 
began, and the ſabres of the troops, with ne- 
ver tailing certainty, hewed down their fee- 
ble oppoſers, whoſe deſperation equally diſ- 
regarded the hoofs of the horſes and the 
weapons of their riders. Mr. Leuhaupt 
ruſhed into the thickeſt of the conteſt, and 
with adjurations of mercy, endeavoured to 
arreſt the arm uplified in vengeance, when 
a wretch more brutal than the reſt, reſented 
his preſumption in daring to catch at the 
bridle of his horſe, and gave him the chaſ- 

tucment 
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tiſement he had intended for another. The 
daſants at length perceived their good paſtor 
covered with blood, and ſtill ſtriving in a 
feeble voice to allay their raſh tranſports, and 
ſave them at the expence of his own life: 
this ſiqht in a moment quenched their fury, 
and they no !onger heeded or felt the {lows 
of their butchers, Mr. Leu aupt however, 
obſerved them, and beſought their compaſ- 
ſion to the wretched lew who. yet ſurvived 
their temerity. The commander then or- 
dered his men to deſiſt, and aſked with an 
imperious mien, it the villagers yet refuſed 
to quarter them, or if the troops of his {0- 
vereign would now meet with the attention 
aud reſpect which muſt otherwiſe be enforced, 
This demand brought on an explanation, by 
which it appeared that the apprehenſions of 
the ſufferers had. been without foundation, 
as the troops had been merely ſent amongſt 
them to be accommodated with lodging un- 
til further orders: but the peaſantry in gene- 
ral had been ſo intolerably oppreſt by theſe 
locuſts, who devoured all their ſubſtance and 

cruelly 
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cruelly maltreated them, that it was by no ö 
means uncommon for them to obtain their 

allotted quarters, by a ſevere and bloody con- | 
tention, | 


When the deſperate reſiſtance of the poor 
villagers was once ſubdlued, they ſubimitted 
in paſſive filence to their conquerors, who | 
took up their abode where and how they 
pleaſed. Mr. Leuhaupt having ſtaid to ſee 
the ſoldiers diſperſe about the village as they 

thought proper, directed ſome of his pa- 

riſhioners to take care of their wounded com- 

rades, and carry off the bodies of thole who 

wercflain ; and then, almoſt finking with pain 

and weakneſs, he crept flowly to his own | 

houſe, from the neighbourhood of which Wi 
the fury of the conteſt had conſiderably car- | 

„ ned him. 


1 His family had been unable to wait the i! 

event with any patience ; and Ivan, in ſpite 

ſe of his father's threat, had ſallied forth to 

id ſeek him: but following the ſoldiery, who | 

ly had l 
| 


had rode from the ſcene of action, he had 
miſſed him, and all he could learn was the 
afflicting intelligence of his wound. Mrs. 
Leuhaupt's alarm was encreaſed by the 
lengthened abſence of her ſon; ſhe roſe up 
in great agitation to ſeek her huſband her- 
ſelf, but totally unnerved, ſunk down 
again without the power of croſſing the 
threſhold; Phedora then leaving her to the 
care of Catherine, huſhed all her fears for 
her own ſafety, in apprehenfion for the life 
of her revered friend, and ruſhed out with 
a wild and rapid ſtep to aſcertain his fate, — 
As ſhe flew forward, ſhe knew not where, 
with mingled grief and terror in her aſpect, 
ſhe was met by four or five ſoldiers, who 
ſurrounded her with looks of curiofity and 
admiration : ſhe ſtruggled to paſs them, and 
in trembling accents entreated their pity.— 
The men, however, unmindful of her efforts, 
ſtill continued to gaze at her, and one of 
the party caught her hands to prevent her 
eſcape: dreadfully terrified, ſhe uttered a 
piercing ſcream, and the next moment Ivan 

Leuhaupt 
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Leuhaupt appeared, with rage and indigna- 
tion in his aſpect. When he beheld the 
fituation of Phedora, he felled to the ground 
the man who had ſeized hei, and oppoſed 


himſelf with undaunted courage to the ſa- 


bres which were inſtantly drawn to avenge 
the inſult. Phedora threw her arms round 
him, and begged for mercy ; but that ſhe 
could have obtained it for him would have 
been very doubttul, had not an officer, who 
was juſt arrived with a detachment of the 


fame regiment, perceived the commotion 


and advanced to demand the cauſe of it.— 
He was exaſperated at the puſilanimity of 
the men in attacking a youth unarmed, 
who from that circumſtance did not appear 
to have provoked the combat; and diſmiſſing 
them to their quarters with a ſevere repri- 
mand, eſcorted Phedora and the liberated 
Ivan to their dwelling. 


Here they found Mr. Leuhaupt, who had 
directed his wife and Catherine to bind up 


the gaſh which was upon his ſhoulder, and 
he 
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he was then waiting in great anxiety the return 
of his ſon and Phedora: their preſence re- 
lieved his uneaſineſs; but his appearance ex- 
cited the grief of Phedora, who had not yet 
heard of his wound. The officer, on 
entering the houſe, enquired if he had not 
the-pleafure of being in the family of Mr. 
Leuhaupt, and being anſwered in the affir- 
mative, he produced a letter, which he ſaid 
had been entruſted to his care by Lieutenant 
Rectzizl. 


This billet informed the good miniſter, 


that his young friend had in vain endeavoured 
to be {ent on the ſervice, in the courſe of 
which, the bearcr Captain Lumerſki. would 
often be enabled to enjoy the happineſs he 
ardentiy longed for, that of being admitted 
to the. focicty of Mr. Leuhaupt's amiable 
family. When the worthy man had pro- 
cceded thus far, he ſtopt, and taking the 
ſtranger by the hand, „Lou are doubly 
welcome to tuis humble roof, my dear Sir,“ 


{aid he; “ the accidental circumſtance which 
firſt 
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firſt introduced you to it, muſt ever enſure 
our reſpect and gratitude, and the recom- 
mendation of Licutenant Rectzizi will al- 
ways be followed by my eſteem.“ 


Lumerſk: was charmed with the urbanity 
of Mr. Leuhaupt, and not leſs pleaſed with 
his wife and the young people : they earneſtly 
wiſhed him to take up his abode with them, 
but were reſtrained from propofing it, from 
the fear of not having the power to accom- 
modate him as he might expect. On his 
part, the apprehenſion of cauſing them in- 
convenience, was combatted by the certainty 
of being able to ſhelter them from every in- 
ſult, by making their houſe his quarters, and 
he ventured to hint at the meaſure. Mr. 
Leuhaupt, to remedy the only objection he 
could urge againſt it, ſent Ivan, with a ſtrong 
caution to conduct himicli in a pacific man- 
ner, to the deſerted houſe of Ulric Stenau, 
to bring from tac: ce all that was neceſſary 
to lodge their gueſt with comfort. 
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The young man however ſoon came back 
with intelligence, that the Colonel of the 
regiment had taken poſſeſſion of it, and he 
had not been ſuffered to execute his com- 
miſſion. Lumerſki obſerving that this diſ- 
appointment gave Mrs. Leuhaupt uncaſi- 
neſs, profeſſed that he was not to be ſo eaſily 
repulſed, and returning himſelf to the charge, 
received permiſſion of his commander to 
remove what he did not want for his own 
immediate uſe. On re-entering Mr. Leu- 
haupt's habitation, he found the family in 
great agitation ; for the good man could not 
hide from them the extreme pain he felt 
from his wound. Lumerſki begged that the 
ſurgeon of the regiment might ſee it, and 
went himſelf to procure his attendance ; but 
it was diſcovered that he was quartered at a 
hamlet two or three verſts diſtant, and 
the examination was neceſſarily poſtponed 
till the morrow. 

The family ſoon found the benefit of hav- 
ing the friend of Rectzizi for their gueſt ; 
for he would not ſuffer them to be incom- 
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moded with any other, and- effectually pre 
rented any noiſe or diſturbance from reach- 
ing the invalid: from his recommendation 
too, the wound Mr. Leuaupt had received 
was ſoon in a fair way of healing, and his 
ſtrength, which had been rather reduced by 


an accompanying fever, gradually returned. 
Panying f. gra y 


As the ſummer was not yet quite paſt, it 
became neceſſary that the bodies of the un- 
happy peaſants who had fallen victims to 


their precipitation, ſhould be interred with- 
out delay, and no conſideration could induce 
e Ihe worthy paſtor to deter the duty of read- 
1 ing the fervice over their remains. He went 
| therefore to their graves, ſupported by Lu- 


merſki and his fon ; and when the rites were 
ended, he took the opportunity which the 
occaſion preſented, of exhorting the ſurvi- 
vors to reſtrain the impetuoſity of paſſion, 
and ever rely on Providence alone to redreſs. 
thoſe wrongs, which whether real or imagi- 
lary, could not be lefſened by reciprocal 
outrage. The villagers heard him with their 
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accuſtomed reverence and attention; nor 
were the ſoldiers who happened to be near, 
totally unmoved at the ſcene, when they re- 
collected the behaviour of the miniſter dy. 
ring the affray: the cool and undaunted 
contempt of danger he had ſhown, his car. 
neſt endeavours to ſave the lives of his miſ- 
taken people by expoſing his own, joined 
to the pious and pacific diſpoſition he mani- 
feſtod, gave them ſo high an opinion of him, 
that from that moment they never failed to 
compliment his appearance amongſt them 
with every external mark of reſpect. Lu- 
merſki, ſtruck with admiration of his conduct, 
could then allow that the enthuſiaſtic vene- 
ration of nis friend Rectzizi did not proceed 
from collateral cauſes ; but gave him the 
merit of ſincerity, when he had profefled for 
the good man all the love and reſpect due to 


a parent, 


It was impoſſible to remain in the family 
of Mr. Leuhaupt without feeling a daily 
encreaſing eſteem and attachment to it :— 

| Lumerk 
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WW Lumerſki experienced this very fully, and 
„vas unable to contemplate their many ami» 

able qualities, without being exceedingly 
anxious that they ſhould eſcape the deſtiny 
LW they awaited with ſuch heroiſm. His friend 
- MW Caſfimir had informed him of his unſucceſs- 
- WI ful effort to engage them to fly to Dorpt ; 
dhe knew the outrages they would be liable 
to endure, when he was compelled to quit 
WF the village to follow his regiment, and he 
to could not think upon the ſubject without 

emotions of horror which he communicated 
u- to Mr. Leuhaupt, and laying before his 
alarmed imagination the ſituation of the fe- 
males, whom it would not be either in the 
power of huſband or brother to protect, 
he urged him to ſecure their ſafety by think- 
| ing of his own; and ſince it was not in his 
No to render any material ſervice to the 
Mllagers, he was bound Lumerſki ſaid, by 
every tie, to preſerve the honour and lives of 


his family, whilſt the attempt was poſſible. 
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Mr. Leuhaupt ſighed deeply, and ſhrunk 
from a picture he had never before ventured 
to conſider ſo attentively. Again he warmly 
entreated his wife and children, and {till 
they refuſed to ſhelter themſelves whilſt he 
abided the ſtorm, Lumerſki was much hurt 
at the obſtinacy of both parties, and the 
good miniſter, had he not given his promiſe 
to his people not to deſert them, felt that 
his reſolution would have been overcome by 
the repreſentations of his gueſt. Ivan mean- 
time endured the utmoſt agony of mind be- 
tween affection for his father, and tenderneſs 
to his mother, his ſiſter, and Phedora. 


Vhilſt the queſtion was {Ull agitated with 
earneſt vehemence, Lumerſki with a {mall 
detachment of the regiment, were ſuddenly 
ordcred to a diſtant village by their Colonel, 
He was ſhocked at his precipitate departure, 
and immediately waited upon his comman- 
der to recommend the Leuhaupts to his pro- 
tection, The curioſity of this officer was 


intereſted by the deſcription of Lumerſk!, 
| who 


PHEDOR A. 149 


who was very eloquent in their behalf, and 
he promiſed to think of them as his friends. 


Rather elated with the ſucceſs of his ap- 
plication, Lumerſki returned with a lighter 
heart, to take leave of his hoſts and prepare 
for his journey. They learnt the news with 
unfeigned ſorrow, nor could the promiſed 
condeſcenſion of the Colonel conſole them 
in the leaſt for the loſs of their gueſt. Dur- 
ing his refidence with them, Catharine and 
Phedora had learnt to look upon him as 
their brother : and even Ivan, who obſerved 
that he was equally attentive to the two 
girls, or if there were a difference, that his 
ſiſter was apparantly the moſt cheriſhed, not 
only regarded him without jealouſy, but was 
become much attached to him. 


On the morning of Lumerſkt's departure 
he took Mr. Leuhaupt afide, and confided 
to him a ſecret he had not long diſcovered 
himſelf :—< I have gained,” ſaid he with a 
forced ſmile, © many worthy friends by my 
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reſidence in your charming family; but, my 
good Sir, I have loſt my heart in exchange, 
and I mean to beg your permiſſion to make 
known my love to her who inſpires it, and 
entreat your intereſt in my behalf.“ 

« You may probably know,” returned 
Mr. Leuhaupt gravely, © that ſhe is an or- 
phan entruſted to my care by her laſt ſurvi— 
ving friend; but I muſt likewiſe inform you 
that thoſe charms of mind and perion which 
conciliate univerſal kindneis, are the only 


good ſhe can boaſt of poſſeſſing in this world, 


fince fortune cannot have dealt by any one 
more cruelly than by our poor Phedora,” 

„ You do not comprehend me,“ {aid 
Lumerſki eagerly, ** it is your daughter who 
15 moſt dear to me, and whoſe heart I co- 


1 


ä a 

Mr. Leuhaupt expreſſed his ſurpriſe at 
the choice of his friend. —** Catherine is, 
indeed, a good girl,” added he,“ but as 
you are ſo vulnerable, I am ſurpriſed that 
you could ſhield yourſelf from Phedora's at- 


tractions.“ 
« No 
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« No matter how I was ſhielded,” inter- 
rupted Lumerſki ſmiling, it is as I have 
fad ; the amiable Catherine can alone ſe- 
cure my happineſs, or deprive me of it for 
ever.“ 8 


Mr. Leuhaupt, after thanking him for the 
confidence he repoſed in him, expreſſed his 
wiſhes that the knowledge of his partiality 
might be limited to himſelf alone, until his 
daughter were a little older, and fortune more 
propitious to her family. © But I had almoſt 
forgotten, continued he, “to advertiſe you 
that ſhe is equally as poor as Phedora; and it 
might be as imprudent in you to charge 
yourtelf with a portionleſs wife, as it would 
be ungenerous in me to encourage your dif- 
intereſted love.” —Lumerſki would not ſuf- 
fer him to proceed ; but again offered him- 
ſelf to her acceptance, and laid before her 
worthy father the ſtate of his fortune and 
expectations in life. Mr. Leubaupt ac- 
knowledged that they were far above his 
hopes, yet {till he urged his wiſh that Ca- 
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therine might remain ignorant of his prepol- 
ſeſion in her favour until they met again.— 
The lover reluctantly conſented, and ſeek- 
ing Mrs. Leuhaupt and the girls, told them 
at parting, that he hoped to ſee them ſoon 
at Dorpt, where, provided they had nothing 
further to dread, he would find means to evade 
their threatened bauiſhment to Aſtracan. 
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« Why I can ſmile, and murder while I ſmile ; 

« And cry content to that which grieves my heart, 
« And wet my cheeks with artificial tears, 

« And frame my face to all occaſions.“ 


LunuRski had ſcarcely left the houſe 
two hours, when Colonel Rimbach's ap- 
proach was announced : he introduced him- 
ſelf by mentioning the recommendation of 


their late gueſt, from the deſire he had to be 


of ſervice to a family fo extremely amiable 
as they had been repreſented by him. —He 
then condeſcended to apologize to Mr. Leu- 
haupt for the ill-treatment he had received 
through the miſapprehenſion of his men, and 
enquired if his wound were healed, Having 
been anſwered in the affirmative, he imme- 
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diately turned to Mrs. Leuhaupt, and con- 
gratulated her upon being the mother of ſuch 
lovely daughters ; and without waiting for a 
reply, demanded of Ivan, who was .pro- 
voked and confounded at the freedom of his 
remarks, why he was not in the army? Mr. 
Leuhaupt replied, that he defigned his ſon 
for the church. That might do in peaceful 
times,” obſerved the Colonel; “but I would 
now adviſe him'to try his fortune in an army 
where merit alone is advanced: 1 want ſuch 
a young fellow in my regiment ; if he will 
ſerve, and is a brave lad, I will venture to 
promiſe him promotion very ſhortly.” 


Mrs. Leuhaupt could no longer refrain 
from expreſſing her reluctance to this plan. — 
« My good woman,” exclaimed the Colo- 
nel, „we never take the opinion of ntother's 
upon theſe ſubjects ; if we did, our ranks 
would be ſo damnably thin, that a cannon 
ball might paſs from van to rear without 
meeting with any obſtacle by the way.”— 
This fally very much ſhocked Catherine and 

Phedora, 
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Phedora, who could not imagine how it was 
poſſible for a man to be ſo unfeeling as to 
ſport with the tender apprehenſions- of a pa- 
Tent : highly diſguſted with their viſitor, 
they were rifing up to. ſteal away, when he 
aſſumed an air of complacency, and deſired 
to know when he ſhould take them out in 
his ſledge. Mr. Leuhaupt gravely anſwered, 
that ſituated as they, found themſelves at 
preſent, his girls felt no inclination to leave 
their mother, whole ſpirits required their 
ſupport and fociety. Unabaſhed at this de- 
nial, the Colonel immediately offered to join 
the party whenever he could find leiſure, 
and inſiſted in return that they ſhould reſort 
to his quarters, where he ſhould be molt 
happy to receive them. 


After a viſit which was univerſally judged 
uncommonly tedious, he at length thought 
proper to depart, leaving an impreſſion of diſ- 
guſt and impatience on the minds of the little 
domeſtic circle he had quitted, ſuch as they 
were not often accuſtomed to feel. On return- 
ing to thoſe whom he condeſcended to make 
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his confidential companions, Col. Rimbach 
launched out in repeated praiſes of Phedora, 
whom he {wore to make his own, and gave 
particular orders to one of his ſubalterns to 
ſpare no pains to entrap young Leuhaupt, 
whole diſapproving looks had not been un- 
obſerved ; not that he feared the oppoſition 
they menaced to his deſigns, but that the 
inſolent pride of the youth might be pro- 
perly humbled, and that he might be taught 
by experince that the will and pleaſure of 
his ſuperiors muſt be to him a law. 


Such was the man to whom the deſperate 
ſituation of the Leuhaupts had compelled 
J. umerſki to recommend them. The father 
of Rimbach was a German who had entered 
late in life into the ſervice of Ruſſia, and 
brought up his ſon to the military protel- 
ſion from his infancy ; they had recom- 
mended themſelves to the Emperor Peter by 
their activity, ſkill, and the ſtrictneſs of their 
diſcipline: ſuch men as theſe the great Le- 
giſlator wiſhed for, to command his untamed 
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Ruſſians; and Colonel Rimbach had been 
rapidly promoted to us preſent rank, which 
he could never have obtained had many 
other qualifications been further required in 
addition to thoſe already ſtated. 


Though he could ſometimes diveſt his 
manners of the ſtiff pride imputed peculiarly 
to thoſe from whom he was deſcended, the 
effort only drove it back for the moment to 
its ſource, where ſwelling his boſom with 
twofold importance, it ruſhed forth on the 
firſt opportunity with added vehemence.— 
He blended the vices of the Ruſhans with 
thoſe he inherited from nature, and in his 
propenſities was become almoſt as brutal as 
the ſavages his Imperial maſter was labour- 
ing to humanize. 


Mr. Leuhaupt felt his ſoul revolt from 
any communication with that of Rimbach, 
and lamented the well- meant precipitation 
of Lumerſki in introducing his family to 


the notice of this man, from whoſe ſight 
Phedora 
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Phedora and his daughter had till this 
viſit, been. ſedulouſſy preſerved, by a ſtri& 
injunction never to venture abroad upon 
any emergency however great. Ivan exe- 
cuted all their commiſſions in the village, 
and two or three days after the appearance 
of the Colonel at the houſe of his father, 


he was aflifted in the moſt laborious part of 


his office, by a ſoldier whoſe officious aſſi- 
duities were not to be repreſſed: his mien 
was prepoſſeſſing, and Ivan at length con- 
_ ceived a fort of regard for him, which his 


| ſervices and profeſſions of attachment to 


Mr. Leuhaupt and his family appeared to 
warrant, Michaelhoff, ſo this man was 

named, had originally been of the Preoba- 
zinſki guards, from which he had been de- 
graded for ſome offence that had come un 
der the cognizance of the ſovereign; but 
as he was a good ſoldier, he eſcaped with 
life, and was now labouring to gain the fa- 
vour of his ne Colonel, though he could 
never hope to be again admitted into the moſt 


diſtinguiſhed regiment of the empire, , He 
had 
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had been remarkably well educated for a 
Ruſs, and poſſeſſed the moſt inſinuating 
manners, which ſucceeded in procurirg him 
the confidence and eſteem of Ivan, who felt 
highly flattered by the profeſſions of friend- 
ſhip the artful Michaelhoff perpetually aſ- 
failed him with. | 


As they were converſing one day with 
careleſs familiarity, the Ruſſian, as if he 
had fuddenly recollected what he was about 
to ſay, laughingly told his young friend that 
the Colonel was in love with his handſome 
ſiſter, and adviled him to enter into the re- 
giment immediately, as this circumſtance, 
joined to his own merit, could not fail to 
procure him a rapid promotion. Ivan turned 
extremely pale at this intelligence, and aſked 
with a faltering voice which ſiſter was meant. 
« It is impoſſible for me to guels,”” returned 
Michaclhoff, «© who have never ſeen either; 
but I hear that he ſays ſhe is as handſome as 
an angel. Are both your ſiſters ſo very 
handſome ?''—** No,” replied he, in a pee- 

viſh 
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viſh accent, © at leaſt I do not think ſo— 
I cannot ſay—how did he name her?“ —— 
Michaelhoff profeſſed that he could not an- 
ſwer this enquiry; and then haſtily left the 
youth in an agitation and diſtreſs of mind 
too apparent to eſcape the ſlighteſt obſerva- 
tion. He immediately returned home, and 
ſeeking his father communicated to him the 
information he had received of the inſolent 
attachment of Colonel Rimbach to Phedora, 
for he made no doubt but ſhe was the object 
of it, and warmly beſought him to ſecure 
her honour by confiding her to the care of 
Ulric Stenau at Dorpt.—“ Perhaps,” faid 
Mr. Leuhaupt coolly, Rimbach means to 
make her his wife,” 

I cannot think it,“ returned Ivan with 
precipitation; “ and even if he does, is he 
not unworthy of her?“ 

« Phedora may not think ſo; and have 
we the right to controul her inclination ?”'— 

« Good heavens no! but I am ſure ſhe 


deteſts him.” 
« Tt 
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It may beſo,” returned Mr. Leuhaupt 
with the ſame apathy ; and 1 now recol- 
lect ſome inſtances of a prepoſſeſſion in fa- 
your of Rectzizi.“ 


Ivan had never before been ſo diſpleaſed 
with his father : he trembled with a variety 
of emotions, and his changing countenance 
- proclaimed a part of what he felt: at length 
unable any longer to combat the anguiſh 
that preyed upon his heart, he threw him- 
ſelf into the arms of Mr. Leuhaupt and 
burſt into tears. The good man waited in 
ſilence the explanation he had meant to pro- 
mote, and Ivan did not diſappoint his wiſhes; 
he avowed his love, and earneſtly entreated 
to be immediately united to Phedora, as a 
barrier to the projects and preſumptuous 
wiſhes of Colonel Rimbach. Mr. Leu- 
haupt appointed the next morning to argue 
with him upon the ſubject; and he readily 
agreed to defer the diſcuſſion until then, as 


he plainly perceived that the confidant he 
Fo had 
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had made, was not inclined to favour his re- 


queſt. 


On quitting his father, Ivan ſtrolled into 
the village in ſearch of Michaelhoff, in or— 
der to obtain from him more ample intelli- 
gence, ſuch as might, by exciting Mr. Leu- 
haupt's apprehenſions for Phedora, the more 
readily induce him to aſſent to the meaſure 
propoſed. He wiſhed not to create artifi- 
cial alarms however, nor indeed did he ima- 
gine that the moſt extenſive fears for the 
ſafety of the lovely little'Rubenſk1 could go 
beyond what the villainy of Rimbach's cha- 


racter ſeemed to him to promiſe, Michael- 


hoff was not to be found, and Ivan having 
in vain ſought him every where, walked to 
and fro, ſcarcely knowing what he did, with 
an air the moſt dejected and his eyes fixed 
upon the ground. In about an hour he re- 
turned to the quarters of his new friend; 
but he was told that he was then upon duty. 


His mind was too diſturbed to notice that 
it 
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it was a very unuſual time for him to be 
abſent, and being half frozen, for the winter 
had ſet in, he walked haſtily towards his fa- 
ther's dwelling, determining to renew his 
viſit to Michaelhoff carly in the morning. 


He had not walked an hundred paces, 
when he joſtled a ſoldier ſtanding immedi— 
ately in his path, and whom his abſence of 
mind had prevented him from obſerving.— 
The fellow in a ſtorm of rage, inſtantly drew 
his ſabre, which he was prevented from uſing 
by the efforts of one of his companions, 
who ſeemed inclined to excuſe the offender. 
Ivan in his preſent mood, was not diſpoſed 
to put up quietly with the abuſe and me- 
naces that aſſailed his ears, and entreated 
the mediator to lend him his weapon, that 
he might be upon equal terms with his ad- 
verſary, whom he ſwore to fight to the laſt 
drop, for endeavouring to take advantage of 
his being unarmed, This requeſt was re- 
fuſed, and an accommodation propoſed by 
the 
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the pacific ſoldier, who invited them to 
bury their animoſity over a flaſk of brandy 
which he offered to produce. Ivan defired 
to be excuſed from participating in the de- 
bauch ; but preſented his hand to the per- 
ſon he had ſo undeſignedly offended, as a 
token that he acceded to the firſt part of 
the propoſition. He was informed however 
that his amity would not be accepted, unleſs 
he agreed wholly to the requeſt, and his 
antagoniſt was again becoming violent, when 
Michaelhoff croſſed them, and enquired the 


cauſe of the conteſt. When he had heard - 


it, his opinion was required by the two par- 
ties, and he peremptorily decided that Ivan 
muſt indulge his comrades by accompanying 
them to their quarters, where he would re- 
join them in half an hour, for he was then 
executing a commiſſion for his Captain : as 
he walked off, he charged the ſoldiers not to 
ſuffer Ivan to leave them till his return ; and 
the youth, thus compelled into the meaſure, 
ſubmitted with as good a grace as he could 
aſſume. 


His 
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His family mean time began to be alarmed 
at the unuſual length of his abſence, and 
Mr. Leuhaupt, wrapping himſelf in his fur 
cloak, went out to ſeek him: he proceeded 
to the lodgings of Michaelhoff, with whom 
he knew his ſon had contracted an acquaint- 
ance, and found the treacherous Ruſs in 
high ſpirits, drinking with a comrade; but 
he inſtantly denied all knowledge of Ivan's 
motions, excepting that he had ſeen him 
paſs, he ſaid, about an hour back towards 
his Colonel's habitation. Mr. Leuhaupt felt 
the utmoſt terror at this intelligence, when 
he reflected upon their laſt converſation, and 
haſtened the ſame way, winged by parental 
anxiety, Here he was again diſappointed 
of meeting him; yet notwithſtanding his 
earneſt wiſhes to renew the ſearch, Colonel 
Rimbach inſiſted that he ſhould fit with 
him, whilſt he diſpatched a meſſenger to 
find the truant youth. 


Mr. Leuhaupt compelled himſelf to re- 
main ſome time liſtening to the nonſenſe ut- 
tered 
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tered by his hoſt, who was exceedingly in- 
toxicated ; when un ble any longer to con- 
troul his impatience, he repreſented the 
anxiety his family would experience at his 
delay, and ſuddenly made his eſcape before 
Rimbach who was incapable of purſuing 
him, could prevent it. The good man ima- 
gined that Ivan might now be returned 
home, and flew thither with all the ſpeed 
he could make ; but when he found his fa- 
mily as he had left it, fave that their uneaſi- 
neſs was conſiderably heightened, he forgot 
the reſtraint his tenderneſs impoſed on his 
feelings in the preſence of his wife, and 
claſping his hands he eagerly exclaimed,— 
« Where can he be! has he then not been 
here? — The poor mother, unable to arti- 
culate, ſhook her head, and Catherine wept 


aloud. 


Mr. Leuhaupt now ſeverely reproached 
himſelf with having infuſed into the mind of 
his ſon thoſe jealous ſuſpicions his laſt con- 


verſation had given riſe to; and Phedora, 
od who 
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who watched his countenance, was alarmed 
at the expreſſion it exhibited. She went to 
him, and took his hand with a look that 
was meant to comfort him.—** Alas, poor 
Ivan!“ exclaimed he as he gazed upon her. 
Mrs. Leuhaupt inexpreſſibly ſhocked at theſe 
words, wildly demanded if he concealed from 
her any evil tidings : he aſſured her that he 
did not; and again ſtarting up, went out to 
procure if poſſible intelligence of a conſol- 
ing import. 


He repeatedly traverſed the whole village, 
and at length paſſing a cottage rather apart 
from the reſt, was attracted towards it by 
the ſounds of revelry and drunkenneſs. Sup- 
poſing that Ivan might have been drawn in 
to partake of this Ruſſian feſtivity, he 
knocked for admittance ; but finding no 
notice taken of the fignal, he gently 
opened the door, and the fi ſt object that 
ſtruck his eye, was his ſon laying near it, 
bound and apparently ſenſeleſs. This ſpec- 
tacle, ſo Rocking to the eye of a parent, 
1 took 
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took from him the power of venting his 
agony in words, and he ſilently advanced to- 
wards the unhappy youth, to examine into 
his ſituation and endeavour to relieve him: 
he releaſed his limbs from the bandage, and 
raiſing him in his arms, perceived that he 
was nearly ſuffocated, « Oh wretches | 
Aſſaſſins ! exclaimed the good man with 


ſudden fury, © why did you wiſh to mur- 


der him?“ 


The party, who had been too much oc- 
cupied in their revels to obſerve his entrance 
or ſubſequent motions, ſtarted in ſurprize 
at this unexpected ejaculation, and the dil- 
treſſed father beheld in one of the counte- 
nances then turned towards him, the fea- 
tures of the treacherous Michaelhoff. This 
man was not ſo hardened but that he felt 
ſome little confuſion at the unwiſhed-for 
preſence of Mr. Leuhaupt : his remorſe 
was howeyor momentary, and re- aſſuming 
the air of jocularity he had worn a few 1n- 


ſtants before, he endeavoured to palliate the 
condition 
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condition in which Ivan had been found, by 
ſaying that he had become ſo outrageous 
from the effects of intoxication, that they 
had been compelled to bind him for their 
own ſecurity. 


Mr. Leuhaupt ſhook his head with an aſ- 
pect ſevere an incredulous, but ſcorned any 
other reply : he then made an effort to re- 
move his fon, but was prevented by Mi- 
chaelhoff, who averred that he was anſwera- 
ble for him, as he now belonged to his corps 
and had been entruſted to his care by his 
officers. The unhappy father was thunder- 
truck by this cruel intelligence, which re- 
duced him almoſt to the ſtate in which Ivan 
ſill remained: at length recollecting the 
proffered friendſhip of Colonel Rimbach, 
and hoping that a ſenſe of ſhame would pre- 
rent him from ſeconding the vile ſtratagem 
of his men, he was ruſhing out to ſeek his 
dwelling, when the ſenſeleſs ſituation of 
ran occurred to his mind and arreſted his 


eps. The agony in which he had left his 
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g family now affailed his imagination, and 
| encreaſed his miſery, whilſt the terror he 
| conceived left he ſhould himſelf have con- 
1 tributed to the cataſtrophe, by filling the 
| boſom of his ſon with anguiſh and jealouſy, 
1 compleated the gloomy retroſpect. 


| The morning twilight began to quiver 
over the hemiſphere with encreaſing force, 
and Mr. Leuhaupt beheld the wictches 
around him drop one by one into a heavy 
flumber: even Michaelhoff, after a few el. 
_ forts to keep himſelf awake, was compelled 
to give way to the leaden power that op- 
prefſed his ſenſes.— As the good man {ur- 
veyed the inſenſible brutes thus finking un- 


der the intoxication they perpetually courted, 
he ſighed deeply that his darling ſon ſhould] 
be found amidſt the groupe. 
At length he perceived that Ivan breathed 
with a freer reſpiration, and after many in- 
effectual attempts to reſtore him to his re- . 
c 


collection, he {ucceeded ſo far as to awaken 
him, 
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kim. The youth ſurveyed the objects be- 
fore him with a wild and ghaſtly ſtare, and 
was for ſome time deaf to the voice of his 
father: he ſtarted when it met his ears, ap- 
parently ſhocked at his preſence, and Mr. 
Leuhaupt was equally ſo at the haſty and 
unmeaning glances he caſt around him from 
time to time. Many minutes paſſed before 
he could in the leaſt comprehend the enqui- 
ries the good man made, and many more 
elapſed ere he could recollect the circum- 
ſtances which had reduced him to the diſ- 
graceful ſtate from which he was emerging. 
That he had been trapanned into it and un- 
fairly dealt with, was very evident from the 
unconnected narrative he gave; but he 
could ſcarcely believe that Michaelhoff would 
have been ſo great a villain, until Mr. Leu- 
haupt repeated his ſhort converſation with 
him the preceding night. ; 

« Leave me,” exclaimed Ivan in a fit of 
deſperation, © leave me to my fate: yet 
tell me, how is my mother—where are Phe- 

I 2 dora 
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dora and Catherine? Do they know you are 
here?“ 

« No,” replied Mr. Leuhaupt in great 
diſtreſs, « but I muſt haſten to them; J 
fear the anguiſh they have endured from 
ſuſpence has been poignant indeed!“ 

« Fly to them then my father, tell them 
to forget me— tell them I am loſt, I am 
dead to them!“ 

] will not leave you,” interrupted the 
good man, in this ſtate of mind; and un- 
leſs you will be more calm, I cannot relieve 


their ſufferings.” 


This argument immediately affected the 
change Mr. Leuhaupt was moſt defirous of 
ſecing, and having exacted from Ivan a pro- 
mile that he would remain quiet till his 1e- 
turn, he flew to his own houſe, where his 
preſence was never more wanted nor more 
welcome. The anxious wretchedneſs of Mrs, 
Leuhaupt's mind had ſhaken every nerve, 
and now from mere debility ſhe waited in 


filent deſpair the intelligence, of which 
{carcely 


HE DORA. 125 


ſcarcely any doubt remained upon her mind, 
that Ivan had loſt his life in a fray with the 
imperious ſoldiery. Her daughter and Phe- 
dora paſſed the miſerable night in liſtening 
at the door for the ſteps they longed to hear, 
and ſometimes they ventured to open it 
notwithſtanding Mr. Leuhaupt's injunctions 
to the contrary, topeep through the twilight, 
that they might haſten to their mother the 
news of his deſired return. Phedora firſt 
heard his approach, and darted out to meet 
him ; but when ſhe beheld his haggard looks, 
and ſaw too that Ivan was not by his fide, 
the welcome faltered on her tongue, whilſt 
her enquiring eyes were turned with involun- 
tary motion, to the utmoſt extent of the 
path Mr. Leuhaupt had juſt traced, —** He 
is ſafe” ſaid the good man, who underſtood 
her; * but you cannot yet ſee him: how 
is my wife ?“ 

“ She has been ill,“ replied Phedora :;— 
e thank heaven you are returned, and Ivan 


is ſafe l 
1 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Leuhaupt dreaded to break the in- 
auſpicious news to the fond mother, of the 
misfortune of their ſon: he conſidered it to 
be ſuch from the profligate brutality of thoſe 
with whom he muſt henceforth aſſociate, 
and from the diſpoſition of his Colonel, 
which his diſcernment had immediately pe- 
netrated. 


Mrs. Leuhaupt however, conſidered the 
evil as much leſs afflicting than the greater 
one ſhe had feared ; and found it leſs bitter 
than would have been his eternal loſs. —The 
good man choſe not to awaken her hopes by 
informing her of his intended viſit to Colo- 
nel Rimbach: indeed it was only during 
the firſt confuſion and anguiſh of his mind, 
that he had himſelf preſerved any idea of 
ſucceſs from the effort, which ſtill he would 
not neglect. Under pretext therefore of re- 
turning to Ivan, he again quitted his own 
houſe, without taking either reſt or refreſh- 
ment, and found the Colonel preparing to 
-xiciſe his regiment, a duty from which no 
| | antecedent 
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antecedent circumſtance was of ſufficient 
force in his own opinion to exempt him. 


Mr. Leuhaupt appeared before him with 
a countenance in which fatigue and anxiety 
were deeply imprefled : before he could 
make known his petition, Rimbach preſ- 
ſed him with a gay and unembarrafled 
air, to accompany him to the parade ; then 
praiſing the exact diſcipline of his men, 
am told,” added he, that I obtained laſt 
night a prize in a fine young fellow of a re- 
cruit, whom I am to ſee preſently.” 

{© It is upon his account,” returned Mr. 
Leuhaupt, “ that I now addreſs you; the 
tranſaction by which he has loft his liberty 
will not well bear the light. 1 hope upon 
a repreſentation of it, you will do him juſ- 
tice, and if he ſerves his country at the ex- 
pence of his blood and life, let it at leaſt be 
with a free will,” 


The Colonel felt exaſperated at the bold - 


neſs of the expoſtulation, too impudently 
| I 4 juſt 
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juſt to be ſeriouſly argued upon. He had 
thought proper to affe& ignorance of the 
name of his young recruit, that he might 
not be implicated in the tranſaction of which 
Mr, Leuhaupt complained ; and as he had 
other views to ſerve in not groſsly offending 
| the good man, he diſguiſed his rage under 
4 an appearance of conviction.—“ Yet what 
can I do ' exclaimed he; „if the friends 
of this inconfiderate fellow have employed 
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| you to intercede for him, they are wrong; l 

N were he my brother I could not releaſe him: 

| my credit, my fortune, nay my life depends 

ll upon the ſtrict fulfilment of my duty, and 

| if I attend to the numerous petitions and | 
remonſtrances that purſue me daily in the 
performance of it, I ſhould ſcarcely have a in 
man to command,” : 


Mr. Leuhaupt ſighed, and ſtifling the he 
anſwer that roſe to his lips, endeavoured to 
withdraw: but Rimbach catching him by * 
the arm, again aſked if he would not ac- i "! 
company him to the parade. No;“ re- 
| | turned 
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turned he, I had rather accompany my 
ſon thither.“ 

« It ſhall be as you pleaſe, certainly.— 
Tell me how are your charming daughters ? 
I ſhall be at your houſe in an hour or two, 
to conduct them a few verſts in my fledge.” 

“ Excuſe them; their grief is too poig- 
nant from the event of laſt evening,” 

Do you mean the frolic of my men 
how can they be concerned in it?“ aſked 
Rimback, affecting an air of ſurprize. 

„ Your recruit,” replied Mr. Leuhaupt 
with a gleam of hope, „is their brother: 
Ivan.” 

« Is it poſſible! well my good friend if 
it is ſo, I will take care of his advancement :. 
let that conviction calm your unaccountable 
inquietude; and if the pretty Catherine and 
her lovely ſiſter have ſhed any tears for this 
event,. I hope to bid them ceaſe. Will you 
walk with me?“ Mr. Leuhaupt was un- 
willing to offend a man on whom fo much 


depended, and complied however reluct- 
antly. 


I hen 
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When the regiment was drawn up, Ivan 
was preſented in form to his Colonel :—he 
wore an air of determined compoſure, and 
beheld his father without any apparent emo- 
tion. With the ſame mien he received the 
condeſcenſion of his commander, who re- 
iterated the promiſe of a ſpeedy promotion, 
if he ſhould not be deceived in the merit of 
the young man. When this ceremony was 
over, his quarters were aſſigned to him by 
the proper officer, who informed Ivan that 
the mighty ſovereign of Ruſſia had been a 
drummer 1n his own army, and encouraged 
him to hope for a reward equal to the exer- 
tions he ſhould make to deſerve the favour 
of this great man. | 


He was at length permitted, after a te- 
dious delay, to viſit the dwelling of his 
father, from which he had been ſo unwil- 
lingly torn, and approached it in a better 
mode than Mr Leuhaupt had dared to 
hope. His mother, who imagined that ſhe 


ſhould not have beheld him ſo ſoon, received 
him 


ane 
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him to her arms in a tranſport of tenderneſs 
and maternal love, whilſt Catherine and 
Phedora could hardly ſuppoſe, as he was 
neither altered in dreſs or perſon, that he 
was already become a ſoldier; but they were 
extremely afflicted to find that he muſt re- 
fide elſewhere than under his own roof. 


When Ivan had paſſed two ſhort: hours 
with thoſe he moſt loved, Mr. Leuhaupt 
reminded him that his duty called him away. 
Although the ſituation you are in,“ ſaid 
the good man, © was not immediately your 
choice; yet my dear fon, I hope you will 
accommodate your mind to what you can» 
not ſhun, and employ your attention to 
merit the approbation of your officers by the 
exact fulfilment of every aſſigned duty, and 
an emulation to deſerve the promotion of 
which you have received the conditional. 


Tromile.”” 


Ivan aſſented with a ſigh, and as his ſiſter. 
and. Phedora accompanied him a few ſteps 
16 trom- 
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from the door, he made them promiſe to in- 
form him with preciſion of every word which 
fell from tlie lips of the Colonel, whenever he 
paid them a viſit. Without knowing the 
motive of his requeſt, they conſented to it, 
and Ivan then departed with leſs reluctance. 
He ſuſpected that Rimbach had diſcovered 
from ſome perſon in the village, that Phedora 
was not his ſiſter, and had removed him from 
her as a rival to his love: in reviewing the 
means by which he had been drawn into the 
ſnare, he could not but imagine that the 
conduct of the ſoldier, whoſe affected re- 
ſentment had produced the quarrel, had 
been preconcerted, and that he was, as well 
as Michaelhoff, but an agent in the affair: 
nor was the ſurmiſe unjuſt, for his pretended 
friend, on finding his intelligence and advice 
received with evident conſternation and even 
anger, had immediately abandoned the idea 
of accompliſhing his purpoſe by perſuaſion, 
and had laid the plan which ſo well-ſuc- 
ceeded. 


Mr. 


PHE DORA. 133 


Mr. Leuhaupt had encouraged the ſelf- 
| deception of the Colonel in ſuppoſing the 
engaging orphan to be his daughter, as he 
did not with him to know that ſhe had no 
legal protector, leſt it might be made a pre- 
tence to deprive her of that his affection at- 
forded her, that ſhe might become an eafier 
prey to the wretch whom her beauty had 
attracted. 


Ivan had ſcarcely been gone ten minutes, 
when Colonel Rimbach appeared at the good 
miniſter's door in a ſledge, and entering the 
houſe with the caſieſt familiarity, averred 
that he came to claim the company of Ca- 
therine and Phedora in his morning ride, — 
They excuſed themſelves however with a 
modeſt denial, which he refuſed to liſten to, 
until Mrs. Leuhaupt ſanctioned it by her 
applauſe, as becoming both their ſituation 
and their years.“ I muſt not,” ſaid the 
prudent mother, © permit them to forget 
their poverty and humility : in their inno- 
cent recreations, they have hitherto only: 

mixed 


— 
— _ 


134 HE DORA. 


mixed with people of their own rank, nor 
do I wiſh- my daughters to affociate with any 
other, leſt they ſhould ceaſe to practice that 
mduſtry which can alone render them re- 
ſpectable.— The Colonel finding himſelf 
unable to carry his point ſoon, withdrew, 
with a determination to puniſh the prating 
inſolence of the old woman, as a hint that 
her future complaiſance would be more ſea- 


ſonable. 


In compliment to the wiſhes of his father, 
as well as in purſuance of his own plan, 
Ivan attended with rigid exactneſs to the in- 
ſtructions of his corporal, which were ſome- 
times rather brutally delivered: but the do- 
cility and diligence of the young recruit at 
length overcame the ferocity which nature 
and habit equally claimed in the behaviour 
of the Ruſs, and Ivan becoming rather a 
favourite, was declared to be a clever young 


fellow. 


He 
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He ſtill found time to fly to his father's 
houſe in the intervals of his duty, and ſoſten 
his abſence by every attention to lighten the 
labour he was wont to take entirely from his 
filter and Phedora : every action of the latter 
now became doubly intereſting to him, and 
he hung upon her words with the fondeft 
predilection. He heard of the viſit of his 
Colonel with the moſt poignant uneaſineſs, 
repeatedly aſking the little informers, if no- 
thing elſe had been faid by him more than 
they reported, and at every negative he ſtill 
queſtioned them anew if they did not con- 
ceal ſomething from him. Surpriſed at his 
exceſſive mcredulity and ſuſpicion, his fiſter 
and Phedora found their curzofity arouzed 
to diſcover the meaning of it ; but when in 
their turn they put any enquiries to him, 
he inſtantly evaded them, and dropped the 
converſation. He now ſought opportunities 
of ſecing Phedora unobſerved by his father, 
whoſe ſentiments he dreaded to hear upon 
the ſubject neareſt his heart: Mr. Leuhaupt 
bad not urged the diſcuſſion, which the un- 

expected 
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expected alteration of Ivan's fituation had 
prevented for the moment, becauſe that 
very ſituation ſeemed' to forbid for the pre- 
ſent any indulgence of the hopes he had 
formed; and he was unwilling to torture 
the mind of his ſon by now enforcing thoſe 
arguments which muſt, he thought, be ſuf- 
ficiently obvious to him, without the aid of 
any judgment but his own. The good man 
could not repent the generous impulſe which 
had originally conſtituted the little Ruben- 
{ki a part of his family, though this circum- 
ſtance had naturally produced in Ivan thoſe 
ſentiments he could not but diſapprove ; 
but which, fo ſtrangely blind are men to 
events the moſt to be expected, he had not 
foreſeen, Mrs. Leuhaupt, to whom he re- 
vealed the confeſſion he had wrung from. 
their ſon, had already ſuſpected the fact, and- 
lamented with her huſband the many mo- 
ments of anguiſh and diſappointment this 
unfortunate prepoſſeſſion would coſt him.— 
This worthy pair ſtill retained hopes of be- 


ing one day enabled to recall the attention. 
of 
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of the beneficent family of Rectzizi to their 
orphan charge ; for her ſake therefore, they [ 
were unwilling to encourage a union which 
promiſed to overcloud her future life with 
the moſt abject miſcry, independent of the 10 
certainty that under the prefent preſſure of | 
misfortune, it could not form the happineſs 
of their ſon. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 
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« Himſelf to me he but too ſoon diſcloſed, 

10 From point to point relating his intent; “ 
© Who, whilſt I ſtood ſtruck dumb with this invaſion, 
« Purſued me ſtrongly with his rough perſuaſion ;— 
« Art thou not mad, quoth he, to ſee a coffe: 
« Fill'd up with gold, and profer'd, to refuſe it? 
« $o far that thou want'ſt rcaſon to excule it,” 


A few days after the laſt viſit of Colonel 
Rimbach, Ivan ruſhed into his father's 
houſe, with a countenance of deſpair that 
ſtruck his family with conſternation.ä—“ I 
muſt be torn from you,“ he cried ; -I am 
ordered to a village many verſts from hence, 
Phedora I ſhall never ſee you more; you will 
learn to forget me, and Rectzizi will be 
happy !”” Both Phedora and Catherine felt 
the utmoſt ſurprize at this apoſtrophe ; but 
Mr. Leuhaupt and his wife, who alone com- 
prehended what he meant, were too much 


ſhocked ot the intelligence he announced, 
to 
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to feel diſpleaſure at the unguarded effe& it Ws 
produced on the unhappy youth. | | 

« And do you really think,” returned it 
Phedora, weeping at the charge, © that J | | 
ſhall ever be ſo ungrateful as to forget you, | . 
or any part of this dear family, who have Ml 
cheriſhed my unprotected youth with ſuch | 
ſweet affection? No, Ivan, no; TI ſhall ever | 11 
remember you and all the kindnels you have i 1 
ſhewn me; and Catherine herſelf ſhall not | 
love you more than I will.” | 


Will you indeed love me?” exclaimed 
Ivan. 
Me all love you,” interrupted Mr. Leu- | 


haupt, and we ſhall all lament your ab- 
fence from us; but I flatter myſelf we ſhall 
be able to teach you in this event, the for- 
titude you appear to want. It was not to | 
be ſuppoſed my ſon, that you could always | 
dwell under the paternal roof : or even if no | 
circumſtance had intervened to remove you 
from it, in the courſe of nature your parents 
muſt be taken from this earth long before 
you ; ſubmit then to a ſeparation which is 
only 
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only ſevere becauſe it happens a little earlier 
than you had reaſon to expect perhaps, yet 
with this extenuation that it may only be 
temporary.“ 

« Let us hope ſo, my beloved Ivan,” ſaid 
Mrs. Leuhaupt, ſtruggling with her own 
grief that ſhe might ſubdue ſome part of IM © 
his; © without this confoling idea, heaven 
knows with how much keener anguiſh my IM * 
heart would be overwhelmed. * At your re- 
turn ” A 

« Ah my mother! at my return ſhall I 
find you all as I leave you? Will Phedora © 
remain to conſole you for my ablence—wlll 
ſhe not quit you for another protector?“ 

* Cruel Ivan!“ ſaid Catherine, with ſome 
reſentment ; © ſee how ſhe weeps at what 
you ſay !''——— Mr. Leuhaupt dreading any 


further explanation, checked the emotion of NA 
his ſon by a look he well underſtood, and ol 
then took him apart to endeavour to reaſon ang 
him into filence upon a ſubje& which could lis 
only give pain, when made known, to the * 

O1 


gentle heart Ivan wiſhed to poſſeſs. 
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but he could not bear to think of departir.g, nn 
without firſt obtaining the forgiveneſs of | 
Phedora for the tears he had made her ſhed. { N 
He meant to obey the injunctions of his | 
father, and {uifer her to remain ignorant of | 
his attachment, but {till he. wiſhed to con- | 
rerſe with her in the preſence of his fiſter 16 N 
only; and early in the moriuing he watched : ö 
near the houle to catch a glympſe of them | 
in their uſual avocations, when by a ſignal us 
they were acquatuted with, they could diſ- — 14 
f 


cover his v ciaity to them. Ihe effort ſuc- 
| ceeded, and Cathcrine flew to his arms; but 'T 
Phedora was more diſtant, and ſeemed to 
retain a littie arger at his conduct 'of the 
, Wireceding day. The ſorrow that appeared 
in his alpect, ſoon however, diſpelled the 
e Muuſual cloud, and he received the pardon he 
olicited: yet it had ſcarcely paſſed her lips, 
n 
4 
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and his anxiety on that point diſpericd, than 
us jealous fears returned, and he could not 
refrain from importuning her concerning 


Colonel Rimbach and Rectzizi. He dieaded 
the 
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the power of the one over the perſon of 
Phedora, and the influence of the other 
over her mind : ſhe grew weary at length of 
his recurring ſo perpetually to the ſame 
theme, and entreated him to ſpeak no more 
of the Colonel, whom ſhe heartily diſliked, — 
« And do you diſlike Rectzizi too ? cried 
Ivan in a reproachful accent “ Ah no, no 
Phedora ! I know too well how you regard 
him !” | 

Do you think I am in love with him?“ 
ſhe aſked with the utmoſt ſimplicity. 

« In love with him!” repeated he in great 
agitation. | 

« Yes, you found out that Catherine was, 
you know ; yet he did not fave her life.” 

« ] would to heaven he had taken mine 
when firſt I ſaw him!“ exclaimed Ivan with 
a look of deſperation.. © Deceitful, cruel 
Phedora | you own to me then that you 


love him!“ 


Catherine now exerted her influence te 
moderate the tranſports of her brother : tor 
Phedora 


for 
Ta 
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Phedora, on whom he had never before caſt 
ſuch angry glances, was too much frightened 
to utter a ſyllable. At length her ſorrow, 
which was all the emotion ſhe uſually felt 
for injurious reflections, broke into tears, 
and he then conjured her to diſpel the anxi- 
ety that tormented him, leſt in his abſence 
ſhe ſhould unite herſelf to Rectzizi. It 
would be impoſſible to paint the aſtoniſh- 
ment which the countenance of Phedora ex- 
hibited at this requeſt : her bluſhes and he- 
fitation encreaſed the tempeſt in the boſom 
of Ivan, and ſhe entreated hin to be more 
calm, and ſhe would ſay and promiſe every 
thing he wiſhed. —He was not flow in mak- 
ing uſe of this conceſſion, and inſtantly en- 
deavoured to extort from her trembling lips 
an affirmation that ſhe would not marry 
Rectzizi, if chance ſhould again bring them 
together, and he ſhould urge her to the 
meafure In vain for tome time did ſhe al- 
moſt unconſciouſly evade it, by repreſenting 
the improbability of both theſe circum- 
ſtances; Ivan was relapſing into extrava- 


gance, 
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gance, and ſhe was obliged to comply: but 
though ſhe gave the promiſe to his importu- 
nity, there was ſomething within her boſom 
which remonſtrated againſt it, and ſhe be- 
came uneaſy both with her own conduct and 
that of Ivan: he could not fail to perccive 
it in her countenance, and his eagerneſs to 
remove the unpleaſing impreſſion, betrayed 
the ſecret he had promiſed his father to con- 


ceal. 5 


The knowledge of his attachment, ſo dit- 
ferent from the brutherly affection which 
alone Phedora had expected from Mrs. Leu- 
haupt's ſon, added to the diſtreſs and con- 
fuſion of her mind, and ſhe was far from 
being ſorry when the voice of his father 
obliged Ivan to fly, before he had drawn 
from her any further conceſſions, which her 
judgment, young as ſhe was, and her heart 
equally condemned. 


When the day was a little advanced, and 
the party of which Ivan was one, was pre- 
| | paring 
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paring to march, he ſnatched a moment to 
gie his mother a parting embrace, and take 
a laſt look of the dwelling in which he had 
ſo happily paſſed his childhood and his 
youth : there a thouſand images reminded 
him of the progreſs of his love, where a 
thouſand circumſtances had occurred to feed 
its growth ; he ſighed at the retroſpect, and 
turned from the future with diſguſt and ap- 
prehenfion. Whilſt he indulged a lingering 
emotion of regret, Michaelhoff appeared, 
who informed him that the troop was aſſem- 
bled, and his abſence remarked. Ivan re- 
ceivef this officious good office with a cool- 
eis he had not varicd from, ſince the too 
apparent treachery of this pretended friend; 
Jad being well convinced that his preſent 
blicitude proceeded from a wiſh to obſerve 
what paſſed at the farewell, he reſtrained the 
anguiſh that preyed upon his heart, and 
bade his family adieu with a firmnels that 
dilappointed the views he had ſo well pene- 
tated, He could not at parting, diſtinguiſh 
Medora from his ſiſter, but by the. tender 
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preſſure ſhe alone perceived; yet he found 
means to entreat his father to be watchful 
for her ſafety, and to be aware of Rimbach. 
Ivan then departed with Michaelhoff, who 
would not loſe fight of him, and left his fa- 
mily overwhelmed with grief, which in his 
| preſence they laboured to reſtrain, 


In a country ſo agitated and diſtracted by 
different powers, Mr. Leuhaupt well knew 
there could not ariſe any opportunity of 
hearing from him, except from the moſt ac- 
cidental circumſtances ; as even the promile 
Lumerſki had made at parting, of informing 
him of his deftiny, he had not been able to 
fulfill: Rectzizi too, who appeared ſo much 
Intereſted in their welfare, now ſeemed dead 
to them, and they knew not if Ulric Stenau 
and his wife were yet in being. Thus ab#n- 
doned to their fate, the Leuhaupts looked 
forward to the firſt appearance of ſummer 
with dread and terror ; for at that period, the 
regiment which Colonel Rimbach com- 


manded, was to leave them ; and though 
| it 
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it oppreſſed the wretched inhabitants in that : 


and the neighbouring villages, yet at leaſt 
it prevented the flying excurſions of the Coſ- 
ſacks both in the pay of Ruſſia and Sweden, 
whoſe invariable object was plunder, and the 
means however horrible and ſanguinary, 
were never too much ſo for their fierce and 
relentleſs minds. 


Rimbach, after the departuie of Ivan, re- 
peated his viſits to the family he had ſo cru- 
elly diſtreſſed, without the leaſt remorſe or 
diſcompoſure; and though his preſence was 
become hateful to them all, they were com- 


pelled to receive him with an appearance of 


complacency they cach day found it harder 
to aſſume. Mr. Leuhaupt repeatedly charged 
his wife never to ſuffer Phedora to leave her 
a moment, when he was hovering near their 
habitation, and ſteadily to refuſe indulging 
him in his continued requeſts to take her 
out in company with her friend Catherine, 
however he might importune her to that 
effect; yet notwithſtanding all her caution, 
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his mind was harrafſed with fears which the 
opening character of the Colonel but too 
well juſtified. He appeared each hour lets 
guarded in his admiration of Phedora, who 
invariably ſhrunk from his notice with en- 
creaſing abhorrence : but it could not repel 
the boldneſs of his advances, which her be— 
loved friends and protectors beheld with 
helpleſs inquietude. They were indeed 
wholly in his power, and whilſt they ſtrove 
to avoid the familiarity of intercourie which 
he courted, they were obliged to preſerve 
every mark of reſpect and attention, which 
could alone ſecure them from the exerciſe of 
that power he ſometimes delighted 1n re- 
calling to their recollection, by relating to 
them inſtances of tyranny he had exerted 
over their fellow villagers, whom he rigo- 
rouſly puniſhed according to martial law, for 
offences neither intended nor underſtood, — 
Mr. Leuhaupt could not fo far contradict 
his feelings as to liſten to theſe exploits with 
any degree of complacency : his filence and 


the gravity of his countenance explained 
| what 
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what paſſed within, and gave a momentary 
check to the arrogance he could not wholly | | 
reprels, | 


It was generally after one of theſe recitals 1 
that he attacked Phedora with more open 
gallantry : nor could all her efforts then diſ- 
engage her hand from his graſp, or detach 6 
his eyes from her face, where they never | 
failed to call up bluſhes of mingled anger "Fs 
and diſtreſs. Michaelhoff, whom the whole vu. 
family exceſſively diſliked, was now the con- a 
ſtant attendant of his Colonel ; and when- Sn 
ever Rimbach was drinking at his own quar- 
ters, this ready ſpy was generally diſpatched 
once or twice to Mr. Leuhaupt's houſe, with 
a meſſage or ſonie trifling preſent. Nothing 
indeed but the ſuperior accommodations the 
houſe of Ulric Stenau afforded, could have 
prevented the Colonel from taking up his 
abode in the apartment Lumerſkt had occu- 
pied; but Michaejhoff, who knew his mi- 
niſtry would not then be ſo much required, 
repreſented fo forcibly the inferiority of the 
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miniſter's dwelling, that Rimbach became 
unwilling to give up the few comforts he en- 
joyed in his preſent lodgings. By degrees 
however, he woulc take his food only with 
the. Leuhaupts, and as his table was much 
better ſupplied than theirs, he imagined the 
benefit they derived from it muſt far exceed 
any inconvenience or trouble he cauſed them, 


The precautions Mr. Leuhaupt had char: 
ged his wife to obſerve, ſhe ſo well attended 
to, that neither Michaelhoff nor his employer 
could baffle her vigilance by ſurpriſing Phe- 
dora or Catherine without the unwiſhed for 
ſociety of her huſband or her own ; until 
one day the good man was called to attend 
the laſt moments of a neighbour, and his 
daughter accompanied him to carry to the 
little children the bread they were importun- 
ing their dying parent to give them ; but 
as Colonel Rimbach could not feel any in— 
tereſt in an event from which he could not 
poſſibly derive any ſatisfaction, Mrs. Leu- 


haupt was obliged to buſy herſelf as uſual 
for 
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for the arrangement of his table. Phedora, 
who had given up the more pleaſing em- 
ployment her friend Catherine was now pur- 
ſuing, was occupied with the fame care, when 
Rimbach unexpectedly entered and found 
her alone, Joy flaſhed from his eyes at this 
unuſual piece of good fortune, and ſeizing 
her hand that ſhe might not eſcape him, he 
aſked “ if ſhe were willing to render the 
ſituation of her friends as happy as their 
withes could aſpire to make it, could they 
chuſe for themſelves.” 

It would be theygreateſt tranſport J 
could ever experience,” replied Pnedora, 
much ſurpriſed at this addref>, and extremely 
impatient to learn in what manaer this de- 
ſirable object was to be accomplihed. 

* Charming girl!“ exclaimed the Colonel, 
« I love you, and aſk your heart in return: 
meet me at the cottage under the tall pine, 
and I will explain myſelf further.” * 


Phedora was too much confounded and 
terrified at this abrupt declaration to make 
K 4 any 
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any anſwer, but as ſhe endeavoured to get 
away, he earneſtly repeated the requeſt.— 
I cannot, indeed I cannot,” ſhe replied; 
« ] never go ſo far without Catherine or my 


dear mother: but I will tell them what you 


ſay perhaps they will accompany me.“ 

« Mrs. Leuhaupt is not your mother ;— 
I have diſcovered it from the good old wo- 
man Petrowna, who informed me of more 
than you ſuppoſed ſhe knew.” —She bluſhed 
at this -intimation, which ſhe imagined re- 
lated to Ivan, and her confuſion was not 
unnoticed by Rimbach, who purſuing his 
adyantage, told her that he might perhaps 
be acquainted with ſome part of her family; 


and if it ſhould happen ſo,” continued he, 


« T ſhall certainly take you to them when! 
quit this village.” 

I hope not,“ ſaid Phedora trembling ; 
& I have no other friends than thoſe you 
would take me from; nor can I remember 
one other, except my mother and my grand- 


mother.“ 
« How 


he 


to 


do 
ſo 
ſhe 
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« How were they named?“ demanded he 


with eager enquiry.—Phedora now imagined 
that he intended to entrap her, or that he 
actually might know ſome one of her name, 
and withdraw her from the Leuhaupts under 
that pretext ; ſhe heſitated therefore, and 
at length aſked if Petrowna had not in- 
formed him.—“ No matter, ſaid Rimbach 
haſtily, „I wiſh to hear it from your lips.” 
— Thoſe lips had ever been accuſtomed to 
utter but the truth, and were little uſed to 
evaſion : ſhe replied in a tremulous accent 
that her mother's name was Alexiowna. 

And that of your grandmother ?” 

„She was called the widow Rubenſki: 
her name was Eudocia.“ 

* Rubenſkt!” repeated he in a muſing 
tone, „was ſhe a Livonian by birth?“ 

« do not know,” 


Mrs. Leuhaupt, who came to ſeek Phe- 
dora, now relieved her from a converſation 
ſo painfully ſupported on her fide, in which 
ſhe imagined her own words would be made 
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the means of condemning her. The good 
woman ſtarted on beholding her agitation, 
and gueſſed in part the ſubject that had ſo 


much diſcompoſed her. 


Upon the entrance of Mr. Leuhaupt, 
Rimbach ſhook off his reverie ; but Phedora 
remained penſive and uneaſy, and her eyes, 
which ſhe caſt with looks of tender affection 
alternately upon each of her beloved triends, 
were often filled with tears. When the Co- 
lonel left them ſhe unburthened her full 
heart, and repeated with exaCtneſs what had 
paſſed to give her the apprehenſions ſhe 
could not avoid entertaining, leſt he ſhould 
happen to have known, or pretend to know 
any part of her family, whoſe poverty and 
obſcurity were now her only conſolation.— 
Her narrative made a deep and very appa- g 
rent impreſſion upon Mr. and Mrs. Leu- te 
haupt; they regarded each other with al 
glances the moſt expreſſive, and Phedora wa 
concluding that ſhe was undone, wrung her 
hands and wept bitterly ; whilſt Catherine 
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in equal conſternation, examined the coun- 
tenance of her father, to diſcover if poſſible 
whether the evil were irremediable. He was 
immerſed in thought and had not even ob- 
ſerved the griet his profound filence created 
in the poor orphan, till her ſobs became too 
audible to eſcape notice; humanity then 
prompted him to relieve her terrors, altho” 
his own were not leſs poignant. The good 
man had before dreaded the tyrannic vio» 
lence of Rimbach ; but now his apprehen- 
fions had another ſource : he feared that to 
get Phedora into his hands, he would call to 
his aid the outward form of juſtice, and re- 
venge at the lame time upon her protectors, 
the oppoſition he had encountered from 
their vigilance, This alarming ſuppoſition 
however, and the ſecret conſciouſneſs that 
gave riſe to it, he concealed from his daugh- 
ter and her young friend; Mrs. Leuhaupt 
alone participated in it, becaule the alone- 
was acquainted with his motives tor being 
thus terrified, 
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Before any of the family had recovered 
the ſhock, Michaelhoff found means to in- 
trude upon them on ſome trivial pretence : 
his keen glances diſcovered the emotion they 
wanted to hide, and added to the miſery of 
their ſituation, by compelling them to aim 
at a compoſure every look and action con- 
tradicted. Rimbach appeared the following 
day in high ſpirits, and was more than uſu- 
ally condeſcending ;—but Mr. Leuhaupt 
thought he diſcovered an air of triumph 
in his gaiety, which confirmed the opinion 
he had conceived from the queſtions he had 
made to Phedora : no explanation however 
took place, nor did his formidable gueſt ap- 
pear to reco!lect the converſation, but from 
thoſe tranſitory ſigns the eye of ſuſpicion 
alone can catch. 


In this ſtate of anxiety and dark diſtruſt 
with reſpect to the deſign of Rimbach, Mr. 
Leuhaupt continued for ſome time; this 
only appearing certain, that his prepotleſſhon 
for Phedora daily encreaſed, and he rather 
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affected to diſplay it to her friends, than 
conceal it from them. 


At length the winter ſuddenly broke up 
much earlier than uſual, and the event was 
at hand which muſt elucidate his intentions 
beyond a doubt, The regiment prepared to 
quit the place without knowing their deſti- 
nation ; and the heart of Phedora and thoſe 
of her generous friends began to beat with 
encreaſing alarm. On the day preceding his 
removal, Rimbach appeared as uſual at the 
houſe of Mr. Leuhaupt, and without any 
previous information, demanded if the fa- 
mily were ready to accompany him. The 
good man felt the ſhock this abrupt. requi- 
ſition ſpread to every boſom, and immedi- 
ately conceived that expoſtulation or refuſal 
would be of no avail ; yet he could not for- 
bear mildly to enquire upon what motives 
the Colonel undertook the care of their emi - 
oration.—* Thoſe of: friendſhip and huma- 
nity, my good friend,” returned Rimbach: 
«. did you imagine I could leave you is this 
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-wretched place to be maſſacred or to ſtarve; 
or that I ſhould ſuffer theſe lovely girls to 
be made the prize of ſome Coſſack chief, to 
paſs their lives in mending his tent and 
watching bis flocks ?” 

Mr. Leuhaupt fighed, but made no re- 
ply :—the Colonel then turning to Mrs, 
Leuhaupt, obſerved the tears ſhe was not 
able to repreſs, and reproved her for ſhed- 
ding them, when her countenance ought in 
gratitude, he ſaid, to be illumined with joy, 
She ventured to enquire what would be their 
deſtination, and if ſhe ſhould have the hap- 
pineſs of again ſeeing her ſon.—“ By no 
means,” cried the unfeeling Rimbach; © I 
mean to give him an opportunity of digeſting 
his milk; and then if he is kept a year or 
two upon the fare of a ſoldier, we ſhall make 
ſomething of him. I ſhall go quite a con- 
trary rout to that I made him take: our 
firſt movement will be towards Dorpt.” 


Mr. Leuhaupt felt anxious about the 


mode of travelling which ſhould be preſcri- 
bed 
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bed to them ; for his wife he well knew, was 
not capable of enduring much fatigue, and 
the Ruſſian troops were become famous for 
the rapidity of their marches, and the inde- 
fatigable conſtancy with which they pur- 
ſued them. He therefore queſtioned Colo- 
nel Rimbach upon the ſubject, who merely 
ſaid that he had provided for the contin- 


gency. 


Mrs. Leuhaupt, her daughter and Phe- 


dora, now buſied themſelves in collecting of 


their little property all that was portable, 


whilſt the good man went round to his pa- 
riſhioners to inform them of his forced and 
abrupt departure. The news ſpread an uni- 
verſal grict throughout the village, and his 
parting bleſſing, which he ſeparately be- 


ſtowed upon each individual, was followed 


by tears and loud Jamentation : they would 
have riſen to oppole the tyranny which tore 
their good paſtor from them, and once more 
have preſented themſelves to the ſabres of 


their oppreſſors, but he reſtrained their im- 
potent 
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potent rage, and enjoined them to the prac- 
tice of that patience he had ſo often taught. 
Even Petrowna, whoſe unwary tongue had 
created ſo much uneafineſs in his family, 
Mr. Leuhaupt viſited with cordiality and 
kindneſs; and had her indiſcretion proceeded 
more from in tention than imbecility, at ſuch 
a moment he would have thought of 1t. no 
more. 


When he returned home, he heard from 
his wife that Phedora was miſſing, and as 
ſhe had not been accuſtomed Jately to leave 
the houſe even upon any emergency, and as 
Catherine, from whom ſhe never concealed 
a thought, was ignorant of. her evaſion, a 
ſudden apprehenſion aroſe in his mind that 
ſhe was in the power of Colonel Rimbach.— 
Mr. Leuhaupt haſtened to his abode in the 
utmoſt. diſtreſs to aſcertain her fate, and 
protect. her as far as he was able. But in 
this inſtance his ſuſpicions were unjuſt ; he 
found Rimbach ſeated. at his bottle, con- 
verſing with Michaelhoff, to whom he ap- 
3 peared 
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peared to have been very liberal of its con- 
tents : they were both indeed, tar from be- 
ing ſober, and the voice of the Colonel was 
to be diſtinguiſhed long before his perſon 
was viſible. Mr. Leubaupt hearing his own. 
name pronounced in an accent of mirth, 
ſtopt for a moment in an attitude of irreſo- 
lution, for he felt his temper harraſſed as 
he had been, rifing into warmth, and he 
feared to truſt himſelf that moment in the 
preſence of a man he had ſo much reaſon to 
diſlike. As he deliberated, he heard Rim- 
bach ſay in a tone of raillery, © Shall we 
diſpatch Leuhaupt and his wife and their 
cub to Siberia, or make them join the Dorpt 
party to Caſan.“ 

« No matter which, my noble Colonel,” 
replied Michaelhoff, © provided you obtain 
the pretty Phedora, they may then travel to 


Kamſchatſka.“ 


The good miniſter was ſhocked at the de- 
liberate villainy of theſe men, whom a ſimi- 
larity of mind had united in ſpite of their 

difference 
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difference of rank, and found himſelf ſuf. 
pended between the defire of confounding 
them by his unexpected preſence, and the 


fear of injuring his family, if he inconſider- 
_ ately tore away the maſk which vice delights 


to place between herſelf and the virtue ſhe 
hates. 


« Let me leave him the battery he has 
ſo conſciouſly erected,” ſaid Mr. Leuhaupt 
as he withdrew, *< leſt finding his defigns 
expoſed, he ſhould no longer preſerve any 
meaſures with us, but haſten the ruin he 
has planned.“ He was tolerably certain 
that Phedora was not in the houſe, and an 
idea now ſtruck him he was ſurpriſed he 


had not thought of before—that ſhe had 


flown to pay her laſt duties at the grave of 
her grandmother, which the ſnow had ren- 
dered inviſible for five months before. He 
therefore turned into the place of interment, 
and walking up to the narrow ſpot which 


marked where the good widow Rubenſki 


lay, he found it had very lately experienced 
the 
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he cares Phedora was wont to give it.— 
« Poor girl!” exclaimed he; what mo- 
nument could ſo well have deſerved your 
pious love, as this conſtant and unremitting 
teſtimony of veneration ! May the inauſpi- 
cious deſtiny which accompanied this un- 
happy parent through lite, be no longer felt 
by her orphan child—the laſt of her race. 
When I can no longer protect her, may 
providence ſupply her with a more able de- 
fender!“ 


Mr. Leuhaupt turned his ſteps home ward 
as he ended this prayer, and found the object 
of it eagerly look ing out for his arrival. She 
deprecated his diipleaſure for having paſſed 
the limits preſcribed to her, and lamented 
that his ablence had prevented her from ac- 
quainting him with her purpoſe, which ſhe 
feared, ſhe ſaid, Mrs. Leuhaupt would not 
have conſented to without his concurrence, 
— Ah my dear Sir,” continued ſhe, © I 
thought every moment an age till I went 
and I fancied if this evening paſſed away 

without 
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without affording me the opportunity [ 
ſought, that I ſhould never again behold 
the ſod.” — 

«© Say no more, my child,” interrupted 
the good man; © you have done well: ] 
have ' ſeen the object of your ſacred cares, 
and I applaud them. It I have appeared to 
reſtrain you, it was from the paternal anxi- 
| ety that occupies my heart equally for you 
| as for my Catherine, which induced me to 
wiſh you both ſecluded from a licentious 
* ſoldiery, who are too well inſtructed in our 

defenceleſs ſituation, to regard the decorum 
your ſex and youth demand.” 

Ah my father,” exclaimed Phedora,— 
ce if I never experience a more harſh re- 
ſtraint than that your kindneſs impoſes upon 
me, of what ſhall J have to complain? Hoy 
ſweet to me is the guidance you aſſume! I 
have only to pray that I may never want it,” 


„ \ 
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| 
| This ſpeech recalled to Mr. Leuhavpt' 
| mind the converſation he had overheard, an 


the tear ſtarted to his eye; but he deter 
nuney 
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mined to conceal the diſcovery from his 

family, who were already ſufficiently terrified 
Wit the dark future, without this addition of 
arm and afflicton. He made them retire 
early to reſt, yet they aſſembled in the morn- 
ing with looks that betrayed how ineffectual 
had been the caution. Shortly after, Colonel 
Rimbach appeared, and informed them that 
oe had with ſome difficulty procured a ſhallop 
Do take them to Dorpt, where he ſhould 
ur rive long before they could get there, and 
me ready to receive them at their landing. 
Mr. Leuhaupt checked the emotion the pre- 
knce of this man created, and enquired 
zen he muſt embark.—“ Directly,“ re- 
ied Rimbach; *I wait but to ſee you 
ader fail : theſe fellows,” added he, pcint- 
ug to two ſoldiers who accompanied him, 
will aid your removal, and carry what 
fects you can conveniently take. I would 
tviſe you not to forget your furs, for we 
lay poſſibly travel northward.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Leuhaupt's memery aſſiſted him to 
comprehend this hint, which from the well- 
known diſpoſition of the Colonel, he could 
not prevail upon himſelf to believe the effect 
of humanity, but rather an overflow of ex- 
ultation over the wretches his brutality had 
devoted to deſtruction. Mrs. Leuhaupt 
and the weepmg girls ſilently produced their 
little ſtock, with which Rimbach charged 
the men, and then unfeelingly urged the in- 
ſtant departure of the poor family, who 
gazed with affect ionate regret upon the hum- 
ble roof which had ſo long ſheltered them: 
— Mrs. Leuhaupt burſt into tears, and her 
huſband turned aſide with a deep ſigh. 


At length the importunities of the Colo- 
nel prevailed, and they turned their backs 
upon their dwelling : as they quitted it, a 
number of the villagers advanced to gaze 
upon the little forlorn party who had ever 
been their comfort and refuge in every for- 
mer diſtreſs ; but before they could ſatisfy 
their wiſhes in taking a laſt farewell, the 

| anger 
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anger of Colonel Rimbach burſt into a tor- 
rent of abuſe at their folly, and drove them 
back to their huts, where they wept 1n ſe- 
cret 'with their children, whofe fate they 
bitterly deplored : Mr. Leuhaupt then ſup- 
porting his wife, led the way to the lake 
where they were to embark for Dorpt. 


How different were the feelings of Phe- 
dora and Catherine, when they laſt tripped 
with light hearts through the ſame avenue 
of cedars, in that little excurſion to which 
they owed the acquaintance and friendſhip 
of Caſſimir Rectzizi: inſtead of Ivan, the 
deteſted Rimbach now accompanied their 
ſteps, whoſe preſence forbade the communi- 
cation of thoſe emotions that ſwelled their 
boſoms, and they could only regard each 
other with expreſſive looks which were mu- 
tually underſtood, and urged torward the 
tears before ready to flow. 


The Colonel oppreſſed Phedora with his 
bated attentions ; he walked by her fide, and 
ſeizing 


c 
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ſeizing her unwilling hand, reproached her 
for the ſorrow ſhe was unable to reſtrain, 
which he ſaid was an ungrateful inſult upon 
his protection and his preſent cares for her 
welfare. Her heart was too full to permit 
any reply: the tears continued to roll doun 
her cheek notwithſtanding the eloquence of 
Rimbach, who reprobated the wretched ſpot 
where ſhe had hitherto exiſted, and endea- 
voured to arouſe her curioſity by the deſcrip- 
tion of comparitive luxuries and magnifi- 
cence, ſuch as ſhe had never ſeen. As he 
was warmly proceeding in his panegyric, 
Phedora ſuddenly ſtopt, and eagerly gazing 
at her native. hamlet, which at that moment 
came in view, pointed it out to Catherine, 
whoſe memory however did not require any 
ſtimulation to retrace the ſcene in which 
Re&zizi had once appeared fo amiable.— 
They were both filent and forgot to move 
forward, until Mr. Leuhaupt turned to 
diſcover why they did not follow. Rimbach 
laughed at their childiſh zegret, and aſſerted 
that they would be aſtoniſhed when they 

had 
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had viewed other places, at their former 
partiality to one ſo deſpicable. —** My lovely 
phedora, continued he, © who has hitherto 
lived amidſt undiſtinguiſhing peaſants, will 
then learn better to value thoſe eyes whoſe 
luſtre ſhe now dims with ſuch uſeleſs tears.“ 


Mr. Leubaupt heard the ſpeech, and 
booking upon her with tenderneſs and com- 
paſſion, endeavoured to avert the perſecu- 
tion that embittered her ſorrow, by queſtion- 
ing Colonel Rimbach concerning the route J 
of Ivan; but his anſwer was unſatisfactory, 
and ſeemed purpoſely meant to diftreſs and 
perplex the anxious parents, At length 
they arrived at the border of the lake, and 
bund there, the ſhallop which had been pre- \ 
pared for them. Rimbach gave ſome 1n- 
ſtructions to two men who were on board, 
Ind then taking leave of the wretched party, 
> waited on ſhore until the fails were ſpread, 
) Fad they were a confiderable diſtance from 
) Wit —Mr.-Leuhaupt felt rather relieved when 
e releaſed them from his ſociety, and his 
/ . L family 


| 
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| they could not now much contribute to re- 
move the pecuniary evils he expected to ſuf. 


he aid us but by ineffectual wiſhes, unleks 
we ſuffer his generous ſoul to involve him in 


2183 PHEDORA. 


family now received a melancholy comfort 
from the uninterrupted communication of 
their ſorrows. The good man endeavoured 
to cheer them with the hope of meeting Ul. 
ric Stenau and his wife at Dorpt, and tho 


fer, yet he thought the mutual participation 
of ſimilar misfortunes would blunt in ſome 
degree their edge, and render them to each 


other leſs bitter. 


Catherine timidly aſked her father, if he 
did not likewiſe hope to ſee Rectzizi at 
Dorpt :—<* I fear we ſhall not,” replied Mr. 
Leuhaupt ; © it is not likely, as the troops 
are perpetually in motion, that he ſhould 
have been ſo many months in the ſame 
place: but if he ſhould be there, how can 


difficulties that can only encreaſe inſtead of 
alleviating our miſeries. Perhaps his friend- 


ſhipBor us might urge him to draw upon 
| himſelt 
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| kimſelf the enmity of Colonel Rimbach, by 


relenting the advantage he has taken of our 
unlucky lvan; we will not therefore ſeek 
him for ſelfiſh gratifications, when he may 
probably become ſuch a ſufferer, were we to 
ſucceed in our reſcarches.” 


Mrs. Leuhaupt aſſented with a figh, which 
the name of Ivan ever challenged. Phedora 
and Catherine felt diſappointed ; but their 
hearts approved the reaſoning of their be- 
loved father. 


He had little hope that Rimbach would 
allow them ſufficient liberty, upon their ar- 
rival at Dorpt, to cultivate any acquaint- 
ance that might render his deſigns more dif- 
ficult of execution ; but this apprehenſion 
he was obliged to confine to his own boſom, 
together with the circumſtance that gave it 
birth: it urged him indeed to ſound the diſ- 
poſition of the men who conducted the ſhal- 
lop ; but he found them entirely devoted to 
the intereſt of their employer; and us the 
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baggage and effects of Colonel Rimbach 
were on board, Mr. Leuhaupt knew not 
with what ſhocking and dilgraceful accuſa- 
tions his malice and diſappointment might 
induce him to follow his innocent family, if 
he could even prevail with the fellows to 
land them before they reached Dorpt, a 


favour their mode of behaviour rendered 
very doubtful to the good miniſter. The 
dread of ſuch imputations made him drop 
his half-formed intention of engaging their 
compaſſion and aſſiſtance : relying therefore 
wholly upon that providence which never de- 
ſerts the juſt, he awaited his fate with pa- 
tience. . 


CHAP. 


— — 


CHAP. VIII. 


„% To lafting toils expos'd, and endleſs cares, 

« To open malice and to ſecret ſnares ; 

« To malice which the vengeful foe intends, 

1% And the more dangerous love of ſeeming friends. 


ArrrR three tedious days of uncer- 
tainty and ſulpence, they arrived at the end 
of their little voyage ; but they were not 


ſuffered to leave the ſhallop until one of the 


men had landed, apparently to appriſe the 
Colonel. Mr. Leuhaupt made no obſerva- 
tion upon this reſtriction ; but his wife could 
not avoid exprefling her ſurpriſe at it, and 
her fears leſt Rimbach ſhould deſign to ſe- 
parate them immediately from Phedora, who 
was dreadfully terrified at the ſuggeſtion, 
and conjured them not to give her up : ſhe 
then deplored her poverty which increaſed 
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the diſtreſſes of her 3 friends, and 
begged of heaven rather to give her refuge 
in the grave, than permit her to be entirely 
thrown into the power of Colonel Rimbach. 


Whilſt Mr. Leuhaupt foothed her agita- 
tion, and endeavoured to quiet her alarm, 
Rimbach himſelf appeared, and with an air 


of triumphant joy welcomed their arrival: 


he conducted the wanderers to a ſmall houſe 
he had procured for their reſidence, and then 
informed Mr. Leuhaupt that it was neceſ- 
fary for every perſon who entered Dorpt at 
that time, to give in their name and coun- 
try to the Ruſſian governor, and offered to 
accompany him to the perſon who received 
and regiſtered ſuch communication. 


The good man complied with this inti- 
mation after ſome little reluctance, which 
he meant to have concealed, and Rimbach 
conducted him to a kind of ſecretary who 
took his depoſition in form: but when Mr. 
Leuhaupt named Phedora Rubenſki, Ob- 
ſerve, 
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ferve,” interrupted the Colonel haſtily, © that 
ſhe is not a Livonian.“ 

Pardon me,” ſaid the worthy miniſter 
in great alarm, © ſhe was born ſcarcely more 
than three verſts from the dwelling I inha- 
bited, in a hamlet under my juriſdiction.” 

« But her mother was a Ruſhan,” returned 
Rimbach, and her father, as I am informed, 
a Pole, ſhe cannot therefore be clafled as a 
Livonian,” h 

« I will conſider of it,“ faid the ſecretary 
rather embarraſſed:— My friend,” added 
he, turning to Mr. Leuhaupt, I have done 
with you.“ 


The good man would have repreſented 
the deſolate ſituation of the orphan, and 
have tried to intereſt the ſtranger in her be- 
half; but he ſoon found that his ear was 
open only to the more powerful Rimbach, 
whom 1t was evidently his with to oblige.— 
He retired therefore with a heavy heart, too 
well comprehending the iniquitous plan of 
the wretch he had fo juſtly miſtruſted. 
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On returning to his family he would fain 
have aſſumed a ſerene countenance, but his 
anxiety would not permit it, and bitterly 
did he repent for her ſake that he had liſ- 
tened to the fond entreaties of the young 
Rubenſki to remain with his family, rather 


than accompany Ulric Stenau and his wife 


when thcy fled from the danger he bad re- 
ſolved to brave. Mrs. Leuhaupt and the 
girls perceived the encreaſed uneaſineſs that 
clouded his countenance, and in trembling 
accents begged to participate in it. 


« It is I,” continued Phedora, who am 
the cauſe of this I, who inſtead of ſoftening 
your ſorrows, am doomed to aggravate them. 
Ah I ſee by thoſe looks of kindneſs and com 
paſſion, that it is for me your heart is grieved, 
Poor, wretched, deſtitute as I am, they mean 
to tear me from your arms, where I have been 
foſtered ſo many years : Do not weep beſt 
of friends, for when I am loſt to you all, my 
heart will break, and I ſhall not long be the 
victim of that man's malice.” —Mr. Leu- 

| haupt 
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haupt exerted himſelf to utter the conſola- 
tion and comfort he was far from experien- 
cing himſelf : Catherine and her mother could 
not ſecond the effort, for they were equally 
alarmed with their poor Phedora, and al- 
molt equally needed the foothings her grief 
demanded. 


The next morning Mr. Leuhaupt endea- 
voured to jeek out Ulric and his wife; fully 
determined if he ſucceeded, to confide the 
lovely orphan to their care, with injunctions 
to keep her concealed from every eye; and 
thus draw upon himſelf the vengeance of 


Colonel Rimbach, which in the performance 


of what he conſidered as a duty, he had a 
foul to diſregard. His reſearches, which he 
continued through the whole day, were how- 
ever entirely fruitleſs, and he returned home 
fatigued and diſappointed : the following 
morning he renewed them; and in his ab- 
ſence Rimbach entered the houſe. Mrs. Leu- 
haupt received him with a grave aſpect, and 
a civility evidently forced, and the coldneſs 
L 5 of 
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of Catherine and her companion was {til! 
more apparent. 


After he had enquired for Mr. Leuhaupt, 
« My charming Phedora,” cried he, © where 
are thoſe ſweet fugitive ſmiles I have ſome- 
times beheld on your countenance, when I 
have ſurpriſed Ivan in your conipany ? He 
is far away you know, and you muſt now 
beſtow. them upon me.” 

&« do indeed know that poor Ivan is far 
away,” replied ſhe with ſome expreſſion of 
reſentment; “ but I ſhall never ceaſe to love 
him, as I have always done, with the affec- 
tion of a ſiſter.” | 

« Does your heart,” demanded Rimbach, 
accord with the diſtinction your lips have 
made?“ 

* The heart of Phedora Rubenſki is in- 
nocent and pure,” ſaid Mrs. Leuhaupt with 
ſeverity; © may it never be corrupted by 
the incenſe of the wicked!“ 


Colonel 
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Colonel Rimbach regarded her maliciouſ- 
ly, but recovering himſelf in a moment, re- 
plied that he joined in the invocation.“ My 
pretty Phedora to charm me ſupremely,“ 
cried he, muſt not in any reſpect be other- 
wiſe than ſhe 1s.”—In a few moments he 
enquired when Mr. Leuhaupt would return, 
repeating the queſtion with an air that 
rather alarmed the good woman, who felt 
conſcious that his errand would be far from 
pleaſing to their tormentor. She informed 
lim however that her huſband was ſurveying 
the town, and ſhe knew not when to expect 
him home. This anſwer was by no means 
ſatisfactory to the Colonel, who ſhortly af- 
ter left the houſe with an air of anxiety he 
had never before worn in her preſence. 
They rejoiced at his abſence, which left them 
at liberty to communicate to each other their 
alternate hopes and fears: but the latter 
were by far the more prevalent, when towards: 
the evening they looked in vain for the re- 
turn of the worthy miniſter. 
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It was late before he appeared; yet thro” 
the fatigue and anxiety his countenance ex- 
hibited, Mrs. Leuhaupt diſcovered a gleam 
of ſatisfaction that brightened the general 
gloom. Catherine and Phedora haſtened to 
fet before him the dinner which they had not 
been able to taſte, and he then informed 
them that he had ſome proſpect of meeting 
with their old friends, from the aſſiſtance of 
a ſoldier who was a native of Odenpo, and 
had often paſſed through their village in his 
way to Pernaw, where he was formerly em- 
ployed by ſome hemp-growers of his own 
town to diſpoſe of their merchandize.— 
This man ſays,” continued Mr. Leuhaupt, 
* that he can conduct me to the lodgings 
of our good friend Stenau, whom he ſaw 
about a week back; but that he then 
talked of taking his wife to Pleſkow, when an 
indiſpoſition of which they both complained, 
would permit them. I would fain have 
ſought them out to night, but I had wearied 
myſelf with my two days peregrination, and 
the honeſt ſoldier told me that Ulric, if he 
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was ſtill at Dorpt, lived quite at the oppo- 
fite ſide of the town : I was therefore obli- 
ged to wait till to-moxrow, notwithſtanding 
the pain of ſuſpenſe,” 


It required all the philoſophy of Phedora 
to think of a ſeparation. from her friends 
with any degree of refignation ; yet did ſhe 
not once ſuſpect what Mr. Leuhaupt had 
too much reaſon to ſuppoſe, that her ab- 
fence was likely to be of very long duration : 
ſhe merely imagined that ſhe muſt remain 
with the Stenaus until the reſearches of Rim- 
bach were at an end, and then the two fami- 
lies were to be united as in thoſe days of 
peace fhe ſo much regretted, The hint 
Rectzizi had given of their baniſhment to 
ſome far diſtant country, did not make much 
impreſſion upon her memory, for ſhe cared 
not where ſhe lived, whilſt ſhe was permitted 
to live with thoſe ſhe loved. 


The next day Mr. Leuhaupt again left 
his family, in au incertitude he hoped ſoon 
to 
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to terminate : he preferred going to the 
quarters of the ſoldier rather than invite 
him to his own houſe, from the fear of his 
meeting the Colonel, whoſe eager enquiries 
and abrupt departure Mrs. Leuhaupt had 
related to him, and they conſulted together 
upon the reaſon that muſt be giyen for his 
repeated abſence ſhould Rimbach renew his 
viſit, which they fully expected he would. 
But unuſed as they had ever been to every 
ſpecies of deception, they could not frame 
any excuſe that was likely to be received 
"as a ſatisfactory one, and ſhe found that ſhe 
muſt be, compelled to give the ſame anſwer 
as on the preceding day, to his irkſome and. 
imperious queſtions, 


They were not miſtaken in ſuppoſing that 
the Colonel would call: he enterred their 
habitation with an air of ſuſpicion that made 
Mrs. Leuhaupt trembic, and inſtantly aſked. 
to ſpeak with her huſband. 4 He is gone 
out,” ſaid the poor woman with a heſitating 
accent.. 


Again!“ 
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* Again!” exclaimed Rimbach ſome- 
what ſternly ; © what can poſſibly call him 
ſo eternally abroad in a place where he is an 
utter ſtranger—which way did he go?“ 

know not,” replied ſhe in ſtill greater 
confuſion, *I did not obſerve him.” 

Catherine and Phedora ſhrunk from the 
fierce looks which Rimbach caſt around him, 
and their terror appeared to him a ſymptom 
of guilt. “ I have done much for your 
huſband, Mrs. Leuhaupt,” cried he, “ let 
him beware of ingratitude.“ —So ſaying he 
left the houſe with an air of menace that 
ſtruck them with conſternation, more elpe 
cially the unhappy Phedora, who hid her 
face in which a thouſand paintul emotions 
were ſtruggling, and ſobbed aloud. Mrs. 
Leuhaupt found herſelf agitated with vary- 
ing apprehenſions and wiſhes; the ſafety of 
the little Rubenſki now occupied her heart, 
and now the danger they would have to fear 
from Colonel Rimbach, if ſhe were ſecreted 
ſrom him. She was too much abſorbed in. 


her own uneaſy reflections to try to ſoothe 
her 
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her: but Catherine, to whom ſhe was in- 
expreſſibly dear, folded her arms round her 
young friend, and wept over her with the 
tendereſt affection. 


From this ſituation the return of Mr. 
Leuhaupt relieved them, and the ſatisfac- 
tion that beamed in his eyes baniſhed for the 
moment every anxiety.— “ I have found 
them!“ he exclaimed : Heaven has fa- 
voured our wiſhes, Our old friends were on 
the eve of their departure for Pleikow, but 
they will receive and cheriſh our dear Phe- 
dora with all their former kindneſs.” 

« God be praiſed !”* ejaculated Mrs. Leu- 
haupt. | 

« Ah my father!“ cried Phedora, what 
will become of you after theſe generous cares 
for my ſafety ! Colonel Rimbach has been 
here and threatened—I know not preciſely 
what—but I cannot leave you to his ven- 
geance, when I ſee it will be drawn upon 
you by your unexampled tenderneſs for me.” 


« My 
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« My dear child,“ replied the good man 
with a leſs elated aſpect, „you mu quit 
us: it is neceſſary that you ſhoukl. Be not 
unhappy for our ſafety; the Almighty will 
extend to us his hand in mercy. Mrs. Ste- 
nau who loves you, is ſick and requires your 
good offices; I will conduct you to her to- 
night ;—do not weep—we may meet again 
perhaps on earth ; but ſhould this be de- 
nied us, we ſhall aſſuredly meet in heaven, 
if we ſubmit without murmuring to the 
tranſitory evils of this life, and do not draw 
them on our heads hy neglecting thoſe di- 
vine precepts which I truſt Phedora, I have 
not taught you in vain : remember them 
ever my child in every action of your lite, 
and you will amply repay our ſolicitude for 
your welfare, and every anxious wilh we 
have formed for you, from the moment 
which gave you to our knowledge, Amidſt 
the prayers you daily repeat, reflect upon 
thoſe words, Thy will be done,” and let 
them not be ſounds which your lips alone 
have uttered. Dry up your tears, and let 
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a chearful ſubmiſſion reign in your heart and 
appear in your countenance.“ 


The admonition did not fail entirely in 
its intended effect; for it checked thoſe ex- 


clamations of anguiſh, which ſoften the heart 


by mingling ſelf-compaſſion with the grief 
originally felt, and render the mind more 
ſuſceptible, and leſs able to endure the ſtorms 
of adverſity. Phedora ſuppreſſed her riſing 
ſobs ; and when Mr. Leubaupt ceaſed, ſhe 
kiſſed his hand with reſpectful affection, and 
promiſed obedience to his injunctions. The 
remainder of the day therefore, paſſed in 
compoſed and filent ſorrow ; and when the 


- tears would ruſh into the eyes of Phedora, 


ſhe withdrew precipitately, and returned with 
an aſpect more ſerene. Catherine gazed 
upon her with ſtifled anguiſh, which only 
the fear of her father's diſpleaſure would 
have limited to her own bolom ; and Mrs. 
Leuhaupt betrayed a mind more ſubdued 
by grief, than aiming to ſubdue it. 


At 
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At length the good man in a ſolemn voice 
informed Phedora that it was time to depart, 
and cautioned her to haſten her farewel.— 
The poor girl agitated by feelings ſhe was 
fearful of diſplaying, trembled and turned 
pale at the ſummons; her voice and her 
limbs failed her, and ſhe tunk at the feet of 
Mrs. Leuhaupt whom ſhe had meant to 
embrace, with all the duty and love her long 
maternal affection challenged trom a heart 
ſo grateful. Mrs. Leuhaupt raiſed and re- 
vived her: « We ſhall meet again my dear 
Phedora,” ſaid the; my heart tells me we 
ſhall : ſuſtain your ſpirits that you may be- 
come the ſupport and comfort of our poor 
friends the Stenaus, for I am ſure they will 
need it; and Catherine will endeavour on 
her part to ſupply to us your ablence; —-I 
pray to heaven that it may be a ſhort one, 
Look up my dear girl, and rely upon that 
benevolent providence who will never for- 
ſake you,” —Catherine now claimed a part- 
ing embrace; but her tears choaked the 

adieu 
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adieu ſhe ſtrove to utter, and Phedora was 
equally ſpeechleſs. 


Mr. Leuhaupt took her hand and drew 
her away: ſhe carried in a little bundle all 
that ſhe poſſeſſed in the world, and he led 
her forth to ſeek another home. The twi- 
light, though rather obſcured by paſſing 
clouds, was yet ſtrong enough to enable a 
perſon to diſtinguiſh the air and contour of 


a figure, and even with a curious glance, the 


features of the countenance : Mr. Leuhaupt | 


therefore defired Phedora to conceal her face 
from obſervation, and turn away from the 
examination of any one they ſhould meet, 
as he feared they might be encountered by 
Rimbach or Michaelhoff, or ſome perſon in 
their confidence. 


They paſſed on with filence and caution 
to a conſiderable diſtance, when Mr. Leu- 
haupt ſuddenly pauſed at a turning, being 
doubtful if he had taken the right way :— 
whilſt he looked round him in ſome alarm, 
a- man 
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2 man wrapped in a military cloak ap- 
proached with haſty ſteps, and the good mi- 
niſter 11 4 15 vice, defired Phedora not to 
ſpeak The ſtranger gazed at them as he 
patled, iu a manner which made them trem- 
ble, and Mr. Leuhaupt without any further 
conſideration, caught the arm of Phedora 
and hurried her forward. They walked to 
the end of the ſtreet, and found their pro- 
greſs obſtructed by a large building they had 
not in their confuſion oblerved. Vexed at 
this unlucky circuniſtance, the worthy man 
turned to re trace his ſteps, and the firſt ob- 
ject that met his eye was the ſtranger who 
had filently followed. His height was that 
of Michaelhoff, and Mr. Leuhaupt feared 
that he was dilcovered ; yet not to betray 
himſelf inconſiderately, he turned from him 
and urged the faltering ſteps of his compa- 
nion. They for proceeded fometuneat a quick 
pace, anxious to diſtance their unwelcome 
and officious attendant; but which ever way 
they choſe, whatever corner they darted 

round 
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round to avoid him, he ſtill perſevered in 
the ſame alarming obſervation. 


At length they were challenged by a cen- 
tinel, and Phedora who knew not that the 
phraſe was a cuſtomary one, then gave her- 
ſelf up for loſt: Mr. Leuhaupt diſcerned their 
tormentor immediately behind him, and con- 
ſcious that his voice muſt betray him, felt 
almoſt equal agitation. The centinel repeated 
the queſtion, and the ſtranger made ſome 
anſwer, which the terrors of Phedora and her 
conductor prevented them from hearing :— 
the ſoldier however ſaluted him with reſpect, 
but the clattering of the muſket cauſed by 
the action, almoſt took from the affrighted 
girl the power of motion. Mr. Leuhaupt 
now imagined that it was Colonel Rimbach 
himſelf who purſued them, to detect the at- 
tempted evaſion, and the more completely 
to enſnare them. This ſuppoſition made 
him reſolve to return if poſſible to his own 
houſe ; and acquiring calmneſs from the re- 
collected juſtice of his intentions, and the 
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flagrant cruelty of his perſecutor, he looked 
round him with preciſion, and diſcovered 
that he was very near the dwelling of the 
Stenaus, and that his ſteps were no longer 
watched. This laſt circumſtance altered his 
determination, and cheering the heart of 
Phedora with the intelligence, he therefore 
haſtened on, and they ſoon found themſelves 
at the end of their unpleaſant expedition. 


Ulric and his wife waited their appearance 
in great anxiety ; for Mr. Leuhaupt had in- 
formed them of the motive that induced 
him to aſk their protection for the lovely or- 
phan. They received her with much af- 
fection, and profeſſed themſelves thankful 
for the relief her ſociety would afford them. 
Phedora tried to ſuppreſs her grief which ſhe 
conſidered as an inſult upon ſuch kindneſs ; 
but her ſpirits were weakened by her recent 
terrors, and 1t was only an effort. 


Ulric told Mr. Leuhaupt that he meant 
to embark the next day for Pleſkow, where 
a relation 
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a relation of his wife had reſided for ſome 
time, and that he had engaged to go on 
board one of the veſſels which conveyed 
arms and ammunition from thence to Dorpt. 
He would have preſſed the good man to re- 
main with them that night; but he pleaded 
the anxiety of Mrs. Leuhaupt and their 
daughter, to learn that Phedora was ſafe: 
and then tenderly embracing the lovely or- 
phan, he leſt the houſe. She retired ſoon 
after to a bed Mrs. Stenau had provided for 
her, and gave a free courie to the melan- 
choly reflections that aſſailed her. Caſt en- 
tirely upon the compaſſion of her new friends, 


and deprived by the malice of her deſtiny of 


the protection of thoſe her heart moſt che- 


riſhed, ihe now deplored with keener ſorrow 
her deſtitute ſtate, and bitterly felt all its 
leverity. 


Early in the morning ſhe roſe to aſſiſt Mrs, 
Stenau in removing her effects to the veſſel : 
the principal part of the baggage was already 
there, every thing was ſoon adjuſted, and 

6 they 
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they were on board expecting every mo- 
ment to fail, when a civil officer of the town 
and ſome of his attendants, aſcended the 
deck and demanded an accour.t of the paſ- 
ſengers. Phedora ſhuddered at this inauſ- 
picious enquiry, and her heart beat with 
violence when Ulric pronounced her name 
and country, after he had made known his 
own and that of his wife. 


As you are Livonians,” faid the magi- 
ſtrate, © I muſt not permit you to leave 
Dorpt : my inſtructions on that point are 
indiſputable ; and I would advite you my 
friends, to unſhip your luggage before the 
ſloop is obliged to fail, or you will probably 
never ſee it again.” 


The Stenaus looked aghaſt at this infor- 
mation, of the truth of which the authority 
was too reſpectable to doubt: after ſome 
moments therefore, of irreſolution and diſ- 
treſs, Ulric endeavoured to procure aſſiſtance 
that he might profit by the advice of the of- 
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ficer: but this he found difficult to be ob- 
tained, for every hand on board was fully 
employed, and he was compelled to bring 
himſelf, upon deck every thing within the 
compals of his ſtrength to carry. The boat 
which brought the magiſtrate to the veſſcl, 
was to carry back every Livonian he met 
with, and as he had collected three or four 
{ugitives from ſome other ſloops, there was 
very little ſpace left in 1t for baggage of any 
fort. Mrs. Stenau, whoſe life until lately 
had been unmarked by reverſes of any de- 
' ſcription, the more keenly felt the anguiſh of 
the preſent moment, and ſhe wept abundant- 
ly; and even Phedora, relieved as ſhe had been 
from her fears concerning her own perſonal 
ſafety, could not behold her grief without 
an anſwering emotion; but ſhe aſſiſted Mr. 
Stenau to remove the moſt valuable of his 
effects into the boat, and whilſt they were 
thus buſily employed, the ſloop received a 
ſignal to ſail immediately, and however re— 
luctant, Ulric was obliged to quit it, before 
he had quite compleated his taſk, 


This 


the 
An 
VIC 


PHEDORA. 243 


This diminution of his property, before 
only the wreck of what it had been, fat 
heavy on his heart, and he obſerved the tears 
of his wife and thoſe of Phedora with a ſtu- 
pid appearance of unconcern, which to an 
eye the leaſt obſerving, had in it all the 
tincture of deſpair. In this gloomy calm 
he was put on ſhore, and the ſmall remnant 
of his poſſeſſions placed about him: Phedora 
diſcerning that he was incapable of reflection, 
endeavoured to recall his ſcattered thoughts 
by enquiring with eager zcal what ſhe ſhould 
carry !—< Alas I know not,” returned he: 
* poor girl! I have now no roof to ſhelter 
thee ! thou art young and the peaceful grave 
is not ready for thee : but as for me and my 
unhappy wife, I truſt we ſhall ſoon rejoin 
our departed boy.” 

No no, I hope not!“ exclaimed Phe- 
dora; „what can I do to relieve you? Speak 
to me dear Mrs Stenau ; thall we return to 
the habitation you quitted this morning, 
and then fend to Mr. Leuhaupt for his ad- 
vice?“ 
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« think ſo,” ſaid the poor woman with 


à deep ſigh, ſcarcely knowing what was pro- 


poſed to her, or what ſhe anſwered. 


* But how muſt J convey thoſe things 


thither ?” ſaid Ulric looking round him; 
« if we loſe them, we mult ſtarve, ſince 
this is all I poſſeſs in he world ; and when 


old age overtakes us. — 


I will carry them all,” aged Phe- 
dora, forgetting that ſhe was no longer to 
be ſeen in Dorpt ; *I will carry as much 
as I am able, and return for more until I 
have removed every thing. Be not uneaſy— 
I will ſerve you, and Mr. Leuhaupt will ad- 
vile.” 


' Ulric was ſenſible of = good intentions, 
but he much queſtioned her ſtrength for the 


accompliſhment of this plan : whilſt he ſtood 


conſidering how he ſhould act, a Livonian 
ſoldier paſſed, who pauſed on obſerving the 
ſituation of the little party. His counte- 
nance was honeſt and open, and Phedora 
beſought Mr. Stenau to aſk his aſſiſtance.— 
The 
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The man overheard her, and unſolicited im- 
mediately offered his aid, which was joyfully 
accepted. TPhev returned to their lodgings, 
and making known the diſappointment they 
had met with, were again admitted : Ulric 
then thanked the ſoldier, and would have 
made him a ſmall acknowledgment in mo- 
ney, but this he refuted, and inſtantly de- 
parted with an air of ſatisfaction any pecu- 
niary recompence would have deſtroyed, fince 
it aroſe from the pleaſure of having been 
ſerviceable to one of his diſtrefled country- 
men. 


When Mrs. Stenau and Phedora had in 
ſome degree ſettled their little arrangements 
and begun to feel leſs forlorn, Ulric went 
out to ſeek and confer with Mr. Leuhaupt 
upon the reſtraint fo unexpectedly laid upon. 
him: he walked forward unmindful of what 
paſſed around him, and more than once 
from abſence of mind, forgot the inſtructions 
he had received from the good man himlelf, 
where he might be found, ſhould any mis- 
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fortune or diſcovery await their beloved Ru- 


benſki. As he wandered with a face of care 


and anxiety, he was accoſted by an officer 
whom he did not immediately recollect, till 
the ſtranger called himſelf Rectzizi. 


When mutual expreſſions of ſatisfaction 
paſſed at a meeting ſo little expected, Cal- 
ſimir enquired if he had lately heard of Mr. 
Leubaupt and his family. 

% 'They are now at Dorpt,” replied Ulric, 
« and I am in ſearch of their dwelling, 
which I believe I am very near.” 


The young man's countenance brightened 
at this intelligence, and his pace was invo- 
luntarily quickened : he told Mr. Stenau 
that he had arrived at the town only the 
preceding day from Novogorod, and having 
in vain endeavoured to diſcover if he was 
ſtill at Dorpt, he feared that he had left it, 
and had almoſt given up the hope of ſeeing 


him when they had ſo fortunately encoun- 
. tered each other, | 


At 


of 
m 


PHEDOR As 247 


At length Ulric ſucceeded in finding the 
habitation of the good miniſter, after having 
almoſt exhauſted the patience of Rectzizi, 
who entered 1t with a palpitating heart, and 
beheld Mr. Leuhaupt ſeated with folded 
arms and his eyes fixcd upon the ground, 
whilſt his boſom heaved now and then a deep 
and heavy figh : his wite was on the oppo- 
fite ſide of the narrow apartment, with her 
face concealed by her hands, and Catherine 
hung over her in great affliction. A mo- 
mentary obſervation of this ſcene of mute 
anguiſh, baniſhed the pleaſing {mile of ex- 
pectation from the features f Rectzizi, and 
impreſſed them with conſternation :—he 
looked round him with eyes of apprehenſive 
enquiry which hi. voice refuted to ſecond, 


and it was not until the accents of Ulric 


Stenau ſtruck them, that the ſorrowing fa- 
mily diſcerned the preſence of either. 


Catherine looked up with an exclamation 
of ſurpriſe, which the appearance of Caſſi- 
mir conſiderable heightened, and the coun- 
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tenance of her father exhibited the ſame 
emotion. The young man advanced, and 
taking his hand, welcomed him to Dorpt 
with looks of commiſeration and friendſhip; 
then ſaluting Mrs. Leuhaupt who was una- 
ble to ſpeak, he enquired of Catherine for 
her companion. 

« Is ſhe not with Mr. Stenau ?” demanded 
the good miniſter in the utmoſt terror.— 
Ulric replied that ſhe was with his wife ; 
and then related the reaſon of their being 
{till at Dorpt. 

« I am grieved at this,” returned Mr. 
Leuhaupt, „upon your. account; and 1 
am grieved too on that of Phedora; as Co- 
lonel Rimbach is now ſearching for her: he 
was here this morning, and knows of her 
evaſion. I will not repeat to you my friend, 
the indignities this man has caſt upon us, 
in the heat of diſappointed paſſion, or the 
threats with which he has endeavoured to 
weaken our attachment to the cauſe of vir- 
tue. I have the ſatisfaction to be convinced 
that 
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that we are not to be corrupted ; yet I wiſh: 
the poor girl were far from this place.” 

&« I was not miſtaken then,” ſaid Rect- 
zizi eagerly ;. „ was it not Phedora I ſaw 
laſt night? Did you not accompany her?“ 

did conduct her laſt evening to our 
friends: but is it poſſible that my dear Caſ- 
ſimir was the cauſe of the uneaſineſs which. 
tormented us, leſt our ſilent attendant ſhould 
be an emiſſary of Colonel Rimbach?“ 

« followed you,“ ſaid Rectzizi, “ ſome- 
times doubting and ſometimes almoſt aſ- 
ſured that it was you; but the little hope I 
had of your being at Dorpt, and the eager- 
neſs with which you avoided me, made me 
fearful. of intruding unwelcome enquiries 
upon ſtrangers who evidently fled my obſer- 
vation; and. when you failed to recognize 
my voice, as I purpoſely approached you be- 
tore I anſwered the centinel, I retired diſap- 
pointed and vexed at my ſuppoſed miſtake.. 
And now tell me, my dear Sir, how can I 
ſerve you? Upon what pretence does Co- 
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lonel Rimbach moleſt you, or dare to pur- 
ſue Phedora Rubenſki, your lovely charge?“ 
* Becalm my young friend, or I ſhall be 
apprehenſive of confiding our misfortunes to 
your generous boſom.” 
„ I will be calm,” cried Rectzizi; © but 


if T find,” added he raiſing his voice, “that 


Yy 


Rimbach has preſumed to 

« He preſumes to be vicious,” interrupted 
Mr. Leuhaupt, “ and we will dare to be 
otherwiſe : but it 1s not the province of the 
virtuous man, my good Caflimir, to ſeek to 
puniſh, with reciprocal outrage the injuries 
he receives: lay aſide that threatening mien, 
and let me be obliged to your intentions, 
without lamenting the miſtaken warmth 
which could only aggravate the outrages I 
have endured, by ultimately making my 
friend a fufferer with myſelf. Let us at pre- 
ſent conſult with each other upon ſome me- 
thod of relieving Mr. Stenau from the re 
ſtraint which prevents his voyage to Pleſkow. 
Do you think a petition to the Governor 


would ayail ?” 
(0 [ 


It 
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« will at leaſt try its efficacy,“ returned 
Rectzizi, „by preſenting it myſelf, and en- 
forcing it with every perſuaſive argument my 
friendſhip for him can ſuggeſt. Ah my dear 
Sir!“ continue he, * correct me when you 
think me wrong ; but ſuffer me allo to em- 
ploy every method you can approve, to re- 
lieve you from threats and ill- uſage which I 
cannot bear to think of.” 

I thank you,” {aid Mr. Leuhaupt, “ let 
that be a ſecondary conſideration.” 


The petition was then drawn up, and Caſ- 


ſimir immediately departed with it, to en- 
deavour to obtain an audience of the Go- 
vernor, of whom he had ſome knowledge. — 
Mrs. Leuhaupt then found time to enquire 
after their young friend and Mrs Stenau, 
whom they longed to fee; but Mr. Leu- 
haupt repreſented fo forcibly the danger 
Phedora would hazard of being diſcovered 
by Rimbach, if there were to be any com- 
munication between them, that however re- 
luctantly, they gave up their wiſhes, —© I 
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have no doubt,” ſaid the good man, “hut 
that all our motions are watched ; and even 
this viſit of our friend Ulric, though una- 
voidable, may lead to miſchief : yet we will 


hope for the beſt.” 


Rectzizi was abſent about three hours, 
and when he returned his countenance too 
plainly indicated that he had been repulſed. 
Mr. Stenau gazed upon him with earneſt 


enquiry, but he appeared not in haſte to 


render an account of his miſſion. At length 
the good miniſter broke ſilence. Your 
kind efforts,” ſaid he, have not been ſuc- 
ceſsful : we are grieved at your failure, but 
not more ſo I am ſure than you are.“ 

« Ah Sir!” exclaimed Rectzizi, I have 
heard that which pains and ſhocks me be- 
yond meaſure. Too well did you. foretell 
the fate of our unhappy countrymen ; but. 
that you and your family ſhould be ſo ſud- 
denly involved in the ruin, is hard indeed.“ 

«© What have you heard Rectzizi?“ de- 


manded Mr. Leuhaupt. 
6 ] 
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« have ſeen the Governor,” replied the 
young man: © he poſitively refuſed my re- 
queſt, and the reaſon he gave for his inflex- 
ibility equally regards every Livonian in 
Dorpt. Alas! my dear Sir, in five days it 
is decreed by the Ruſſian government that. 
you all depart for Caſan *: the general no- 
tice to be given of this, will be much ſhorter.. 
And I have to accelerate this injuſtifiable 
edict, ſpilt my own blood, and raiſed my 
{word againſt the leſs cruel Swede !” 

« Huſh, buth-!”—cried Mr. Leuhaupt: 
« did you not embark voluntarily in the 
cauſe you now condemn ? If you have found 
reaſon to alter your opinion, let not your 
voice proclaim it, until you can with honour. 
lay down the arms which have been put into 
your. hands.” 

Lou are right, my revered monitor,” 
returned Rectzizi, I will be filent till then: 
and whatever I may ſuffer from the reſtraint, 


The inhabitants of Dorpt in general, with the reſt of the 
Livonians, were baniſhed to Caſan and Aſtracan, by Peter 
the Firſt, 


your 
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your reproof has called to my mind that 
were I to act otherwiſe, I ſhould wound the 
ſtrict honour I am ſolicitous to preſerve from 
blemiſh. It is true I foreſaw not the hor- 
ror of this cruel moment ; but I ought to 


have weighed more maturely every probable 


conſequence of thoſe victories I was ſo eager 


to ſhare in. But enough of this—I have 


not yet ſeen my friend Ivan; is he with 
Phedora—1s he with Mrs. Stenau?“ 


Every one was ſilent but Mr. Leuhaupt, 
who after a pauſe of a moment ſaid, © My 
ſon can no longer complain that I check his 
military ardour : He entered the ſervice in 
Colonel Rimbach's regiment.” 

« Indeed | but why not, if ſuch was his 
continued intention, why not give me a 
chance of being ſerviceable to him, by en- 
gaging in the corps to which I belong? He 
is then at Dorpt finte his regiment is here.” 

| \ 

Mr. Leuhaupt evaded the firſt part of the 


queſtion, and to the laſt he replied, that he 


believed 
6 
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belicved Ivan had been drafted into another 
regiment about the time of their removing 
from their own village—a circumſtance he 
had gathered from the Colonel by repeated 
enquiry. Rectzizi obſerved his reſerve upon. 
the ſubject, and imputed it to the fear of 
encreaſing the viſible uneaſineſs of Mrs. Leu- 
haupt, which induced him to drop the dil- 
cuſſion with precipitation. 


It was judged moſt proper that Ulric 
ſhould not return home before the evening 
cloſed in, to eſcape the vigilance of Rim- 
bach: Rectzizi was therefore employed to 
inform Mrs. Stenau and Phedora of the fe- 
ceſſity of his lengthened abſence; and as 
another viſit from the Colonel was not im- 
probable, Mr. Leuhaupt was compelled to 
place his gueſt where he could not be ſeen 
by the expected intruder, and hurry away 
Caſimir, who was equally impatient to re- 
ceive inſtructions where the fair Rubenſk1 
was to be found, and who was not long in 

traverſing 
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traverſing the ſpace Ulric had ſo leiſurely 
meaſured in the morning. 


When Phedora heard the ſignal at the 
door, ſhe flew to open it, in expectation 
of Mr. Stenau's return, for which his wite 
felt very anxious, and ſtarted on beholding 
the unlooked for form of Rectzizi, who ex- 
hibited almoſt equal ſurprize; for though 
her figure was not unſought for, it was fo 
much improved fince he had ſeen her laſt, 


that he ſtood motionleſs with wonder and 


admiration.. She felt abaſhed at: his earneſt 


gaze, and her confuſion recovered him to 


recollection : he then proclaimed his ſatis- 


faction at thus again meeting her, in which. 
her ſmiles informed him that ſhe partici- 
pated, and as ſhe led him to Mrs. Stenau, 
her countenance exprefſed an animation it. 


had not diſplayed for ſome time paſt. 


Rectzizi related his fortunate rencontre 
with Ulric, his conſequent diſcovery of the 
dwelling of their mutual friends the Leu- 

| haupts, 
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haupts, and the motive that operated to 
detain Mr. Stenau with them until the even- 
ing had cloſed in: his wife ſubmitted to the 
neceſſity that ſeparated him from her, and 
and invited Rectzizi to partake of the re- 
paſt ſhe had prepared for her huſband againſt 
his return. Caſſimir heſitated a moment, 
but found himſelf unequal to the taſk of 
declining a requeſt ſo conſonant to his wiſhes, | 
and his acquieſcence gratified them both. — 
He could not prevail with himſelf, during | 
the two hours he ſtayed, to blight the hopes 110 

the good woman entertained of the poſſibi- | 


lity of ſtill going to Pleſkow ; yet as he ſur- 
veyed with ſeaſible delight the figure of wilt | 
Phedora, and beheld in every action the | 
gentle goodneſs of her heart, he could not "al (| 
forvear ſecretly deprecating the deſtiny that | 

appeared to await her. And muſt that | Ii + 
lovely countenance,” thought he, “in which | | 

every engaging quality is depicted, be cloudl- | 
ed with anxious ſorrow, and fade premature- | 
ly in a hateful and rigorous baniſhment to, | | 


the wild ſpot it is ſo cruelly doomed hence- 
forth 
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forth to adorn | Muſt that ſweet bloom be 
nipped by poverty and want, whilit thou- 
ſands leſs contented amidſt affluence and 
proſperity, are furrounded with the delights 
her ſoft humility fo much better merits!“ — 
A ſigh followed” this mental ejaculation, and 
the look that accompanied it again diſcom- 
poſed Phedora, who new to the emotion 
that agitated her boſoin, felt earneſt and 
anxious to diſcover its ſource :—when Mr. 
or Mrs. Leuhaupt regarded her with ſolict- 
tous kindneſs, ſhe had experienced only gra- 
titude and pleafure ; it was the fame with 
reſpect to her other friends: How happens 


it then,” thought ſhe, © that the compaſſion- 
ate glances of the. amiable Rectzizi, when. 


he appears to pity and wiſh me well, ſhould 
make me tremble with ſuch ſtrange 1nquie- 
tude ?” The unaccountable promiſe Ivan 
had extorted from her at parting, now ſud- 
denly ruſhed into her mind, and dyed her 
cheeks with bluſhes : the meeting ſhe had 
fancied ſo improbable, had indeed come to 
pals ; but for the reſt, ſhe could not ima- 

| gine 
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gine why he had thought of a circumſtance 
ſo little to be ſuppoſed or expected. 


Towards ſunſet, Rectzizi departed: when 
he roſe to go, the motion ſeemed to be im- 
pelled by ſome recollection that in the inſtant 
aflailed his memory: and his precipitancy 
was ſuch, that Mrs. Stenau had ſcarcely time 


to entreat him to return on the following 


morning, and ſtrengthen with his counſel 
the advice of Mr. Leuhaupt upon the dif- 
ficulty which occurred. He readily pro- 
miſed all ſhe aſked, and then flew away. 


At night when Ulric returned, he enquired 
if Caſſimir were ſtill at his houſe, and ap- 
peared embarraſſed when he received an an- 
ſwer in the negative; for Mr. Leuhaupt had 
awaited him the whole evening, and was 
much dilappointed at his failing to be with 
him as it ſeems he had promited. But the 
ſurprize each one expreſſed at a neglect ſo 
unuſual in Rectzizi, ſoon gave place to mu- 
tual lamentation when Ulric diſcloſed the 

| unpleaſing 
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unpleaſing intelligence of their approaching 
baniſhment to Caſan. Mrs. Stenau was 
much ſhocked at it, and Phedora joined her 
tears to thoſe ſhe ſhed, not upon her own 
account, for to her every country was the 
fame in the ſociety of her friends and pro- 
tectors; but for the miſery which inevitably 
threatened them, deprived. as they wete of 
fortune, and torn far from every connexion 
to whom they could look for aſſiſtance and 


ſupport. 


The whole night was ſpent without reſt ; 
and when Rectzizi appeared, who was more 
faithful to his morning appointment than to 
the one of the preceding evening, he was alarm- 
ed at the deſpondency their looks betrayed. 
He entreated Mrs. Stenau to be comforted 
and to hope the beſt. © I did not mean,“ 


faid he, to mention the plan that ſa haſt- 


ly ſnatched me from you yeſterday, till I 
was more aflured of its ſucceſs; but if it 
will relieve your mind from a ſmall part of 
- . Its affliction, to think that I have hopes of 
accom- 
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- accompanying you, I can no longer conceal 
it from your knowledge.“ 


He then related to them that he had en- 
treated tie Governor to give him a com- 
mand in the troops appointed to convey the 
unhappy Livonians to their exile, who had 
told him that the officers of the eſcort were 
already named ; but that he gave him per- 
miſſion to exchange if he could, with any 
officer of equal rank who might be leſs wil- 
ling to go. „I then employed the whole 
evening,” continued Rectzizi, © in a nego- 
ciation which I flatter myſelf will ſucceed : 
if it ſhould, I ſhall have the happineſs 
of ſoftening the rigour of your deſtiny, and 
procuring you many comforts which 1 —_ 
der to think you might otherwiſe want.” 


Ulric and his wife endeavoured to expreſs 
the thankfulneſs they felt ; and Phedora ex- 
claimed with delight, Oh how happy will 
this make Mr. and Mrs. Leuhaupt ! haſten, 
haſten Captain Rectzizi, and give them this 

new 
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new inſtance of your goodneſs. O that ! 
could fly and tell them myſelf !” 

C You mult not go near them,” ſaid Ul- 
ric, © for Colonel Rimbach was there yeſ- 
terday He interrupted himſelf, and 
looked at Rectzizi as if his preſence pre- 
vented him ſaying more. 

Ah what indignities has their goodneſs 
to me drawn upon them!” cried Phedora with 
a changed countenance ; © did you not tell 
me he had threatened them with puniſh- 


ment?“ 
6 How l—is it indeed ſo?” demanded 


Rectzizi. 


Ulric looked diſtreſſed, and at length ſaid 
that Mr. Leuhaupt had charged him not to 
mention the circumſtance, ; 

„] comprehend the meaning of the pro- 
hibition towards me,” —returned Caſſimir, 
e and will endeavour to check the indigna- 
nation ſuch unworthy conduct inſpires, that 
may the better counteract its malignity.— 


Dry up thoſe tears,” added he, turning to 
| Phedora 


in 
th 
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Phedora with a look of ſoftneſs, “ all will 
yet be well. I will now go to our good 
friends, and account for my abſence yeſter- 
day evening: ſhall I take any meſſage to 
them from you?“ 

& Tell them,“ replied ſhe, © how much 
I eneve 8 | | 

No no,” interrupted Rectzizi with a 
mile, I ſhould prefer telling them that 
you are determined to grieve no longer; for 
I am ſure they would be more pleaſed to 
hear it.“ 

« Ah Sir! If I could fee them happy, I 
could experience only joy, whatever became 
of me; but when all my friends are in at- 
fliction, how can I even try to ſhake off the 
ſadneſs that will cling round my heart.” 

« Sweet girl!“ ſoftly ejaculated Rectzizi 
as he left the houſe, © what a lovely diſpo- 


155 


ſition is hers ! 


The reſt of the day paſſed without any 
intelligence from the Leuhaupts, or any fur- 
ther communication of the proceedings of 


Rectzizi; 
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Rectzizi; and Mr. Stenau and his wife felt 
the utmoſt anxiety for the ſucceſs of his ge- 
nerous effort to accompany them to Caſan: 
Phedora too, experienced an equal intereſt 
in the event of his application for an ex- 
change. 


. CHAP, 


PKE DORA. 265 


S q 9 . 0. —————...— 


CHAP. IX. 


« *Tis the cruel artifice of fate, 

„Thus to refine and vary on our woes, 

« To raiſe us from deſpair, and give us hopes, 
« Only to plunge us in the gulph again, 

% And make us double wretched.” 


Tur following morning made known all 
over the town, the forced emigration of its 
Livonian inhabitants, and involved them in 
univerſal diſtreſs and confuſion. They were 
to be tranſported acroſs the lake Peipus to 
the dutchy of Pleſkow, and then purſue the 
remainder of the long journey in covered 
waggons prepared to receive them at their 
landing. The magiſtrates and Ruſhan of- 
ficers called upon them to bring forth their 
effects, that they might immediately be Rows 
ed on board the ſloops; but they were how- 
ever, to be limited in weight and circumfe- 

VOL. 1. N rence. 
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rence. This cruel reſtriction compleated the 
miſery of this unhappy people, by giving 
them a forecaſt of the horrors of poverty and 
abject want, in a wild, deſolate and foreign 
province. Ulric Stenau, no longer able to 
attend to the injunctions of Mr. Leuhaupt 
to abſtain from any communication with 
him, leſt the retreat of Phedora ſhould be 
diſcovered, haſtened with a thoughtleſs ſtep 
to bewail with him this unexpected blow, 
and as uſual to aſk his advice how to evade 
at. 


He found the family more tranquil than 
he had expected te ſee them; for he forgot 
that their little property was too circum- 
ſcribed to be much diminiſhed by the decree 
that impoveriſhed him. After having reca- 
pitulated with tedious minuteneſs his various 
loſſes, for which Mr. Leubaupt could only 
repeat the regret he had often before expreſ- 
ſed : And now at length,” added Ulric, 
« when ] thought myſelf ſecure of preſerv- 
ing the little. remnant of my poſſeſſions, to 

W ſoften 
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ſoften the rigour of my miſerable deſtiny, I 
am forced to leave the better half amidſt 
ſtrangers, whilſt I ſhall feel the want of it in 
the helpleſs old age which is not far off.“ 


Mr. Leuhaupt adviſed him to endeavour 
to diſpoſe of what was leaſt portable, before 
he was compelled to embark, and to take in 
balance only the coin of Ruſſia, Ulric 
© ſhook his head, but ſaid he would inſtantly 
return home and try what he could do ;— 
before he had quitted the houte huwever, he 
had recollection enough to enquire if they 
had ſeen Rectzizi, and where he was to be 
found; for he reflected that his aſſiſtance 
might be of infinite ſervice at this juncture. 
Mt. Leuhaupt faid he had not ſeen him that 
day, and he ſuppoſed the exchange he was 
labouring to effect, entirely occupied him, 
and prevented the generous attention he was 
ever ſo ready to beſtow upon his friends. 
t I know not where he is to be found,” ad- 
ded the good man, but if he calls here I 
will ſend him to you.” 
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rence. This cruel reſtriction compleated the 
miſery of this unhappy people, by giving 
them a forecaſt of the horrors of poverty and 
abject want, in a wild, deſolate and foreign 
province. Ulric Stenau, no longer able to 
attend to the injunctions of Mr. Leuhaupt 
to abſtain from any communication with 
him, leſt the retreat of Phedora ſhould be 
diſcovered, haſtened with a thoughtleſs ſtep 
to bewail with him this unexpected blow, 
and as uſual to aſk his advice how to evade 
it. | 


He found the family more tranquil than 
he had expected te ſee them ; for he forgot 
that their little property was too circum- 
ſcribed to be much diminiſhed by the decree 
that impoveriſhed him. After having reca- 
pitulated with tedious minuteneſs his various 
lofles, for which Mr. Leuhaupt could only 
repeat the regret he had often before expreſ- 
ſed : © And now at length,” added Ulric, 
„ when ] thought myſelf ſecure of preſerv- 
ing the little remnant of my poſſeſſions, to 
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ſoften the rigour of my miſerable deſtiny, I 
am forced to leave the better half amidſt 
ſtrangers, whilſt I ſhall feel the want of it in 
the helpleſsold age which is not far off.” 


Mr. Leuhaupt adviſed him to endeavour 
to diſpoſe of what was leaſt portable, before 
he was compelled to embark, and to take in 
balance only the coin of Ruſſia, Ulric 
© ſhook his head, but ſaid he would inſtantly 
return home and try what he could do ;— 
before he had quitted the houſe however, he 
had recollection enough to enquire if they 
had ſeen Rectzizi, and where he was to be 
found; for he reflected that his aſſiſtance 
might be of infinite ſervice at this juncture. 
Mt. Leuhaupt faid he had not ſeen him that 


day, and he ſuppoſed the exchange he was 


labouring to effect, entirely occupied him, 
and prevented the generous attention he was 
ever ſo ready to beſtow upon his friends. 
* T know not where he is to be found,“ ad- 
ded the good man, but if he calls here I 
will ſend him to you.” 


N 2 Ulric 
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Ulric then haſtened home, where he had 
the mortification to learn Rectzizi had been 
in his abſence :—he aſked, but with little 
hope of ſatisfaction, if his wife or Phedora 
had thought of conſulting him upon the re- 
ſtriction of their baggage. Phedora with a 
deep bluſh immediately confeſſed that it 
had not occurred te her, and Mrs. Stenau 
avowed the ſame omiſſion.—“ I was ſo over- 
joyed,” ſaid the poor woman, “ to hear that 
he was now affured of being able to accom- 
pany us, that I forgot every thing elſe.” 

« How !” cried Ulric ; © is he quite ſure 
of this ?“ 

„ Yes,” replied Phedora with more than 
uſual timidity, but with eyes that betrayed 
the pleaſure ſhe felt, © he flew to tell us 
to tell you, that he had ſucceeded beyond his 
hopes, and that half his uneaſineſs for our 
welfare had now vaniſhed, ſince he was per- 
mitted to watch over it himſelf.“ 

Then ſurely,” exclaimed Ulric with a 
{udden and ſelfiſh recollection, - he might 
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convey on board as his own, all that I am 
not ſuffered to take with me?“ 


Mrs. Stenau agreed in the ſuppoſition, and 
her huſband then impatiently demanded 
when Rectzizi had propoſed calling again.— 
« He did not fay,” cried Phedora; © I wil 
I had aſked him.” 


Ulric now betrayed the moſt fretful anx- 
iety to impart to the young ſoldier his newiy 
conceived expedient, for the ſucceſs of which 
he felt more intereſt than he had originally 
ſhown, even for the preſervation of the 
whole of His large poſſeſſions ; till recollect- 
ing the promiſe Mr. Leuhaupt had made 
when he left him, he inſtantly began em- 
ploying himſelf very buſily, in dividing his 
packages into two ſhares, intimating all the 
while that if he was diſappointed in his hopes 
of Rectzizi, his wife and himſelf muſt pe- 
riſh with want before they had been baniſhed 
a year. Poor Leuhaupt,” added he, © what 
is to. become of his family I cannot tell !” 
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Phedora felt during this ſpeech an accu- 
mulation of anguiſh that overpowered her: 
compelled to cling for ſubſiſtence to thoſe 
generous beings who could ſo- ill ſupport any 
additional incumbrance, but whoſe liberal 
hearts expanded to. her deſolate nuſery, the 
apoſtrophe of Mr. Stenau awakened her 
conſcious mind to a keener ſenſe of it, and: 
ſhe burſt into a violent. flood of tears, which 
| ſtartled him and moved his wife to. compaſ- 
- fion and kindneſs. 


Whilſt Mrs. Stenau was endeavouring to 
ſoothe her ſorrow, which rather encreaſed' 
than abated, Rectzizi ſuddenly appeared 
before them: he gazed at Phedora with evi- 
dent emotion, and tenderly enquired the 
cauſe of a grief he had not any ſymptom of 
two hours before. Mrs. Stenau though un 
able to define it properly, ſaid enough to 
inform him of the ſpecies of diſtreſs by which 
her young companion was aſſailed: he took 
her hand, and entreated her to conſider him 


as her friend, permit him to ſhare in her 
afflictions 
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afflictions, and endeavour at leaſt to allevi- 
ate them.— “ I would to heaven,“ he added 


heſitatingly, that my family were nearer — 
my mother F am ſure would rejoice :—ſuffer 


me however, dear Phedora, as I know how 
ſhe would act, to offer in her name, a trifle” 


indeed, but what I hope will remove from 
your mind the generous apprehenſion that 
now torments it. I will give Mr. Leuhaupt 
the ſame ſum every month for your uſe, and 
when he meets my mother again, ſhe will 
not be denied the ſatisfaction of making up 
the deficiency to him.“ He then put ſome 
money into her hand, but ſhe gently rejected 
it, and her ſobs encreaſed. 

Do not mortify me,“ reſumed Rect- 
zizi, „by this unkind reluctance :. conſi- 
der me only as the agent of my family, 
whom you will one day I hope be perſonally 
known to, and then you will be ſenſible of 
the injury you do them, by ſuppoſing that 
they would not readily, and with avidity, 
adopt this action as their own.“ 


N. 4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Stenau perceived the encreaſing un- 
willingneſs of Phedora to comply with the 
young man's requeſt, and propoſed {ubmit- 

ting the queſtion to the judgment of Mr. 

* > &evhaupt, their mutual friend. Phedora 
adily aſſented, and Rectzizi at length 

agreed to it, but with more reluctance. 


Ulric who had waited. the termination of 
the conteſt with ſome impatience, now made 
known to Rectzizi the requeſt he had me- 
ditated ; and finding it granted without the 
leaſt heſitation, could then find time to con- 
ſole the anxious Phedora, to whoſe feelings 
he had given fo rude a diſturbance. —When 
ſhe was more compoſed, he turned again to 
Caſſimir, to conſult about the mode of re- 
moving the packages he had ſet apart for 
this purpoſe, and it was ſettled that ReCt- 
zizi ſhould immediately ſend for them.— 
The young man then left the houſe, pleaſed 


to find himſelf in any way uſeful to the 
friends of Phedora. 


The 
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The next day but one, was appointed for 
the Livonians to leave Dorpt, and Mr. Leu- 
haupt allowed himſelf to hope that Rimbach 


had given up his purſuit, as he had not ſeen 


or heard from him for the laſt eight and forty 
hours: his wife was far from feeling any en- 
creaſed ſecurity on this head ; ſhe rather 


imagined the abſence of the Colonel denoted. 


ſome latent treachery ; yet ſhe was willing 
to think the beſt, and truſted that Phedora 
would ſoon be far from his licentious ſchemes; 


Rectzizi failed not to endeavour upon the 


firſt opportunity, to gain Mr. Lenhaupt's 


compliance with his intended benevolence to 
the loyely orphan. The good man appeared 


very much diſtreſſed when his content was 


called for, and after ſome conſideration which 
only encreaſed his perplexity, replied that he 
knew not how to determine: © yet you, 
my dear Caſſimir,“ ſaid he, © are the only 
young man with whom I could heſitate a 
moment upon ſuch a ſubject. I know the 


excellence of your heart, and that the mo- 
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tives which govern your actions cannot be 
diſhonourable ;. but I know too, that you 
do not at prefent receive any pecuniary aid. 
from your family, and that what you pro- 
poſe to ſpare from your appointment, muſt 
greatly incommode you to part with.” 
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Rectzizi would now have ſpoken,. but. 
Mr. Leuhaupt continued.—* I conſider this. 
poor girl as my daughter ;. my wife loves 
her with tenderneſs, . and Catherine regards 
her as a ſiſter :. we are indigent it is true; 
yet whilſt Phedora will ſhare our fortunes, 
broken as they are, our arms will be open to- 
her: and until we are unable to afford a roof 
fo ſhelter her, and the means however hum» 
ble to ſupport exiſtence, I could with her 
to decline your benevolent aſſiſtance. I. 
have no right however to dictate to her, nor 
will my conſcience permit me to enforce my 
opinion, whilſt I am ſenſible that a little 
time hence, I may not have the power of 
offering her a bit of bread.” 


Rectziai 
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Rectzizi fighed whilſt he embraced him 
with love and” veneration. Phedora herſelf 
then is to determine,” ſaid he; “ you will 
not oppoſe my wiſh—I may tell her ſo.” 

« ] think,” replied Mr. Leuhaupt, ſtill 
more embarraſſed, ©. that young and un- 
conſcious as ſhe is, I may truſt to ſhe native 
delicacy of her mind; I think the would 
 fhrink from the idea of owing an obligation 
ſuch as this, to any man whoſe years and 
fituation would not abſolve her from un- 
pleaſant imputations.“ 

« It is not to myſelf,” cried Caffimir, in- 
terrupting him, “ that ſhe will owe this 
mighty obligation, it is in my mother's name 
I now act. Iwill go then immediately, and 
try to prevail with her to think thus.“ 


He found however, that Phedora juſtified 
the opinion of her revered friend; ſince nei- 
ther the rhetoric, entreaty or perſuaſion of 
Rectzizi could induce her to accept his well- 
meant offering ; “ unleſs,” ſhe ſaid, © Mr. 
and Mrs, Leuhaupt had commanded. her to 

N 6 do 
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do ſo. He was much diſappointed ; but 
determined to appropriate and employ the 
money for the benefit of her beloved friends. 


At length the morning of embarkation ar- 
rived, and Mr. Leuhaupt by the medium of 
Rectzizi, informed the Stenaus that it would 
be more prudent to defer their meeting, un- 
til each party attained the veſſel which the 
young ſoldier had taken care ſhould conduct 
them all, and in which he had himſelf ſe- 
cured a paſſage. Ulric who had already been 
on board to ſtow all his effects, led his wife 
and Phedora to the -water fide, a little way 
out of the town, where the buſy ſcene ra- 
ther diverted their attention from the me- 
lancholy ideas, which intruded nevertheleſs 
upon their minds, on being thus compelled 
to quit their native country for one, ſavage, 
dreary, deſolate and wild. Rectzizi had in- 
tented to eſcort them to the tranſport, but 
the impatience of Ulric to get on board in 
order to take care of his property, had in- 


duced him to hurry from his lodgings long 
before 


PHEDOR &. 2 77 


before it was neceſſary, and to the great 
mortification of Phedora, before the duty 


of their friend Caſſimir would permit. him to 


fly to them.. 


As ſhe gazed around her, and at the nu- 
merous boats paſſing to and from the veſſels, 


ſhe perceived in one of them tbe Leuhaupts 
and Rectzizi who had juſt puſhed from the 


ſhore. He has been to our dwelling,” 


thought Phedora, © and not found us there 


 —how reſtleſs is Mr. Stenau !—but I am 


rejoiced that the good Rectzizi attends thoſe 


dear friends. Her eyes followed them till 


their boat was ſuddenly ſtopt by another 


that was paſſing the. contrary way: a figure 


ina military habit ſtood in it, which by the 


height and air gave her an apprehenfion of 
its being Colonel Rimbach, and a. dreadful . 
preſage now ſtruck upon her heart: ſhe: 
turned haſtily to impart her. ſuſpicions to 
Mrs. Stenau, when ſhe beheld the hated 
countenance of Michaelhoff, who was ſtands - 


ing cloſe behind her. 


Ulric 


— — — — — 
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Ulric perceived the deadly paleneſs of her 
cheeks, and however occupied his mind was, 
he could not forbear enquiring into the cauſe 


of it, whilſt the wretch who occaſioned the 
emotion, appeared to enjoy the dread and 


and anguiſh he inſpired. Phedora ſaw him 


ſpeak in a whiſper to a perſon who was near 
him, and then hurry away : ſhe could not 
doubt but that his intention was to inform. 
Rimbach of the diſcovery he had made, 
in low and broken accents made known her 
apprehenſions to Mr. Stenau ;—but her 
terror, and the looks of Michaelhoff's com- 
panion, which were fixed upon her, rendered 
her words ſo inarticulate and her meaning 
h confuſed and unintelligible, that Ulric 
with tome impatiencee deſired her to raiſe 
her voice; but at that moment an empty 
boat caught his attention, and he averred: 
that he muſt not loſe time in ſecuring it, or 
they might probably wait two hours longer. 
He then run forward, and Phedora with 
encreaſing agony ſeized the hand of Mrs.. 
Stenau, and repeated her incoherent tale — 

| ſhe 
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the had juſt made herſelf underſtood, when 
ſhe perceived Rimbach approaching with 
haſty ſteps, caſting round him looks of im- 
patient enquiry. The man whom Michael- 
hoff had left to watch her, walked towards 
him to end his ſuſpenſe, and Phedora no 
longer able to refle& upon the impulſe that 
governed her, darted away with the ſwiftneſs 
of a rein deer, 


As ſhe ran, ſhe thought ſhe heard the voice 
of Rectzizi in loud contention; but the 
more furious accents of Rimbach again ur- 


ged her flight, which ſhe continued as long 


as her ſtrength and reſpiration laſted. The 
numerous groups of Livonians that had 
crowded the water fide were then no longer in 


view, and the topſails of the tranſports were 
alone viſible, and marked the ſpot from which 


ſhe fled : but a few paces from her, ſhe be- 
held three or four ſailors who regarded her 


attentively ; and ſhe immediately conceived 
hopes of influencing them to take her to the 


tranſport, on board of which ſhe was to have 
embroidered ; 


6 
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embarked ; for ſhe had heard, and fortu- 
nately recollected the name of it. Whilſt 
this deſign was combatted by native timidity 
and an apprehenſion of. new. danger, a party 
of military advanced, and ſhe then haſtened 
to the ſailors for protection, entreating them 
in a tone of diſtreſs to put her into the boat 
from which they had juſt landed; they ap- 
peared to underſtand her petition which was 
alſiſted by ſupplicating figns, and hurried 
her away to execute it. 


They had ſcarcely put from ſhore, when 
the purſuers arrived at it, and hallowed to 
them to turn back, but, not finding their 
wiſh immediately complied with, they had 
recourſe to menaces the leaſt likely to enforce 
obedience. The mariners who regarded them 
with infinite contempt, heard their threats 
with indignation, and even braved their le- 
velled muſkets, which the ſoldiers had pre- 
ſented to intimidate them. Phedora Who 
now believed her capture or death inevita- 


ble, ſunk to the bottom of the boat in a 
ſtate 


* 
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ſtate of inſenſibility, and her rude protec- 
tors were too much occupied in anſwering 
their opponents by geſtures of diſdain, (when 
their voices could no longer be heard) to at- 
tend to her ſituation. 

When animation returned, ſhe found her- 
ſelf on board a veſſel of a ſize and conſtruc- 
tion ſhe had never before ſeen, and much 
ſtartled by the ſtrange figures about her, 
eagerly called upon Mr. Leuhaupt and Rect- 
zizl. A perſon who appeared to be the cap- 
tain of the ſhip, tried to ſoothe her with af- 
ſurances of ſatety, and Phedora diſcovering 
that he was a Ruſſian, was ſeized with a 
dread of the moſt rigorous and terrible fla- 
very: ſhe threw herſelf on her knees before 
him, and conjured him with earneſt ſuppli- 
cation to ſend her on board the ſloop Cathe- 
rine, out of which ſhe had not a friend, ſhe 
ſaid, in the world. 


The commander made no immediate re- 
ply, but led her to a cabin where he de- 
fired her to compoſe herſelf ; ſhe there re- 

newedd 
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newed her requeſt in a manner ſo energetic, 
that he promiſed to comply with it on the fol- 
towing morning, and quitted her fo abruptly, 
that ſhe had not time to remonſtrate or ſup- 
plicate further. She would have left the re- 
treat in which he bad thought proper to 
place her, to have urged the neceſſity of her 
immediate departure; but her head grew 
giddy as ſhe endeavoured to follow the cap- 
tain, and the motion of the veſſel, gentle 
and almoſt imperceptible as it was, difor- 


dered her whole frame, and ſhe fell to the 


ground in an agony of fear, horror, and 
anxiety. | 


Her cries were not heard amidſt the noſe 
eauſed by the execution of ſome orders given 
by the commander when he quitted her, 
and the encreaſing movement of the veſſel 
reduced her for a while to a ſtate in which 
ſhe could think of nothing beyond the pre- 
ſent wretchedneſs ſne experienced. At length 
however, the terror of being wholly in the 
power of ſtrangers and Ruſſians, ſuperceded 

| extreme 
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extreme ſickneſs and fatigue, and ſhe crawled 
with difficulty to the window of the cabin 
in the hope of beholding ſome of the tranſ- 
port ſloops: but ſhe found by the expanſe 
of water that ſurrounded her on every ſide, 
and excluded all view of the ſhore, that ſhe 
muſt be at a conſiderable diſtance from it, 
and to her infinite uneaſineſs no other veſſel 
was diſcernable. She was incapable of reach- 
ing the door of the cabin, and too much 
exhauſted to repeat her cries ; and was there- 
fore compelled to remain an unreſiſting 
victim to the ſevereſt indiſpoſition and the 
moſt poignant anxiety, The hours paſſed 
almoſt unheeded, though their courſe was 
heavy, and dark neſs overipread the horizon, 
before the poor priſoner was viſited by any 
of the crew: a boy then entered the cabin 
by accident, for he knew not of her being 
there. 


The captain had in reality forgotten to 
give any orders about her; but like an honeſt 


and true Ruls as he profeſſed to be, in ſpite 
of 
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of innovations, he had retired to his home- 
brewed ſpirits,“ and quaffed away every re- 
collection, but that of ſtill repeating the po- 
tation he loved ſo well. 


Phedora enquired eagerly of the lad, if 
the veſſel were following the ſloops appointed 
for the emigration of the Livonians, and re- 
ceived for anſwer that the tranſports had 
failed in the- morning for the lake Worſero. 
Is this the lake Worſero ?” aſked Phedora 
in faltering accents. 

« No; weare cru g inthe lake Piepus.” 


No words can paint her deſpair at this in- 
formation: ſhe vehemently inſiſted upon 
ſeeing the commander, in the frantic hope 
of inducing him to alter his courfe at her 
entreaty, that ſhe might be reſtored to her 
friends. But the boy well knew that his 
captain was not in a ſtate to comprehend her 


* Diſtilled from Rye, of which the Ruffians in the laſt 
century drank exceſſively, 


requeſt, 


- PHEDORA. 285 


vequeſt, nor would he be intruded upon dur- 
ing his accuſtomed relaxation from the fatigues 
of the day; he therefore withdrew in ſilence 
to eſcape her importunities and diſtreſs, and 
as Phedora imagined he was gone to execute 
her commiſſion, ſhe waited the effect of it 
with a calmer mind. 


The. time ſeemed long indeed—ſhe ex- 
pected every moment the return of the boy, 
er the appearance of the captain; but nei- 
ther of them came, and ſhe paſſed the night 
in all that excruciating anxiety, which is an 


alternate mixture of feeble hope and encreaſ- 


ing deſpair. When the firſt ſun- beam en- 
tered her cabin, ſhe reſolved to end her ſuſ- 
pence by reaſcending to the deck, and there 
awaiting the preſence of the commander :— 
with ſome difficulty ſhe made her way to it, 
and the freſhneſs of the morning air that 
{wept over the ruffled boſom of the lake, 
revived her fainting . ſpirits. The failors 
gazed at her beauty with admiration, and at 
her evident diſtreſs with compaſſion : but ſhe 

heeded 
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heeded not the impreſſion ſhe made on her 
rough compamons, and was intent only on 
obſerving a diſtant fail, which filled her mind 
with confuſed ideas of deliverance. She 
thought that Rectzizi might probably have 
come in ſearch of her, forgetting the little 
probability there was that he ſhould know 
any thing of her deſtiny, and that it was 
impoſſible for him to quit his poſt, even if 
by any extraordinary accident he ſhould 
have become acquainted with it. But this 
delightful hope ſoon vaniſhed before leſs 
pleaſing images, and reflection gave to her 
mind the abhorred Colonel Rimbach pur- 
ſuing her in vengeance, and raging at her 
inſolent flight. She turned pale with this 
idea and withdrew her eyes from the object 
which had excited it, to look around her for 
protection or concealment if it ſhould be 
realized : for the firſt time ſhe then met the 
\ earneſt gaze of the failors, and ſhrunk from 
it; but as ſhe again caught a ſight of 
the other veſſel, her firſt fears overcame her 
timidity, and, ſhe eagerly enquired if they 

thought 
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thought it to be a ſnallop from Dorpt, or 
one of the tranſport ſloops.—“ Neither,“ 
anſwered the man at the helm; © it is one 
of our halt-gallies.” 


Phedora was both pleaſed and diſappointed 
at this intelligence: pleaſed that it was not 
likely to contain Rimbach, and diſappointed 
that it could not be Rectzizi and her 
friends. 


An officer belonging to the veſſel now ap- 
peared upon deck, and having given orders 
to flacken fail that the half galley might 
come up with them, he turned to Phedora 
and enquired with a ſmile how ſhe liked her 
new habitation, and why ſhe had left her 
cabin ſo early ?—She replied with a deep 
bluſh, that ſhe wiſhed to ſpeak with the 
captain. But perhaps,” added ſhe, © you 
will give directions that I may be put on 
ſhore, if you cannot overtake the floop Ca- 
therine.“ ä 


« On 


«© On ſhore!” exclaimed the officer who 
was a lieutenant: are you then ſo ſoon 


1 red of us?“ 
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hg? There was ſomething in his mode of ut- 

| tering this ſpeech, that infinitely ſhocked Phe- 

dora who recollecting the manner in which ſhe 

had been brought on board, again felt her 

cheeks ſuffuſed with a yet warmer glow of 

ſhame, and entreated with an earneſtneſs 

almoſt incoherent, that her petition might 

be carried to the captain. The lieutenant 

was moved at her diſtreſs, and to atone for 

| having cauſed it, ſaid he would venture to 

wy diſturb the repoſe of his commander, and 

| | | make him comprehend what ſhe wiſhed him 
Fi to do. 


iv Phedora appeared rather comforted with 
x this aſſurance, and waited his return with 
apprehenfive impatience : —he was abſent 
14 much longer than ſhe imagined neceſſary to 

t 0 fulfil his miſſion, and the other veſſel had 
1 1 now gained conſiderably upon them. She 
| | thought 
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thought ſhe could perceive the Ruſſian mi- 
litary uniform on ſome of the people upon 
deck, and her boſom heaved with contrary 
emotions it might be Rectzizi, C. 't might 
be Rimbach her fears however were moſt 
prevalent, and ſhe retired to her cabin that 
ſhe might not be ſeen. There, ſhe looked 
through the little window, but the veſſel did 
not approach from that fide, and ſhe was 
compelled to remain in ignorance of what 
ſhe moſt wiſhed to know. She liſtened at- 
tentively, and in a ſhort time heard a daſh- 
ing of oars as if a boat were very near, and 
ſoon diſtinguiſhed voices on deck hailing the 
expected viſitors. Her heart fluttered at 
the ſound ; ſhe waited with {till greater ea- 
gerneſs the replies which ſhe fully expected 
would either overwhelm her with joy, or 
confirm her apprehenſions: but to her ex- 
treme diſappointment ſhe could not make 
out a ſingle lentence of the loud converſa- 
tions which were paſſing above. Her im- 


patience however to learn who had boarded 


the ſhip from the boat, was not the only 
VOL, 1. O inconvenience 
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inconvenience ſhe had to combat; for in pro- 
portion as the indiſpoſition, which the motion 
of the veſſel occaſioned, had leſt her, ſhe was 
aſſailed by a ſtrong inclination to break a 
faſt that had laſted four and twenty hours. 


After a tedious interval the lieutenant at 
length entered the cabin; and with an ex- 
preſſion of good humoured concern, told 
her that he had not been able to obtain the 
attention of his captain to the requeſt he 
had carried from her; but that he would 
urge it again, if ſhe yet wiſhed him to do 
{o, the firſt opportunity. Oh certainly — 
moſt certainly I do,“ the replied ; “ but I 
fear we are all this time removing wider and 
wider from the dear objects of my ſolicitude. 
It the captain refuſes to liſten to my pet1- 
tion, I ſhall never ſee them more!“ 


* 


This apprehenſion drew a ſhower of tears 
from her eyes, which compleatly mollified 
the hcart of the licutenant, who with many 
offers of ſervice, and promiſes of mediation 

ofters 
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in her behalf, endeavoured to conſole her.— 
Phedora heard his profeſſions with ſomething 
like hope, and relying upon his ſincerity, 
ventured to queſtion him concerning the vi- 
ſitors from the other veſſel, He replied that 
they were ſome of the officers belonging to 
it, and thoſe of a regiment on board.-—— 

What are their names—are they from 
Dorpt ?” aſked Phedora in a tremor. 

„They are not :—but tell me, do you 
wiſh or fear to {ze any one from thence ?” 

« Oh, both!“ returned ſhe unguardedly. 


He would have queſtioned her further ; 
but his importunity reſtored her to her uſual 
prudence : when he found that he only ſuc- 
ceded in diſtreſſing her, he deſiſted; and 
enquiring if ſhe had breakfaſted, on receiv- 
ing a negative, withdrew to procure her 
ſome. 


The moment he had left her, Phedora re- 
collected that ſhe ought to have conjured 
him not to mention her to any perſon from 
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the other veſſel: for though he had told her 
they were not from Dorpt, ſhe fancied that 
he might be miſtaken, and her imagination 
was buly in tormenting her, till a boy ap- 
peared with the repaſt the lieutenant had 
ſent. From him ſhe learnt that the ſtran- 
gers had returned to their galley, and that 
they had failed immediately from Pleſkow,. — 
Relieved therefore on this point, all the at- 
tention of Phedora was now directed to ob- 
tain her petition of the captain : ſhould he 
refuſe to follow the tranſports and deliver 
her to her friends, “ Alas!“ thought ſhe, 
« what will become of me! where ſhall I 
direct my fteps—to whom ſhall J turn for 
protection!“ 


The conſternation of thoſe beloved beings 
the Leuhaupts, their perpetual anxicty for 
her fate, and the voice of Rectzizi demand- 
ing her with deſperate threats, which her 
ear had caught as ſhe fled, by turns aſſailed 
and tortured her with anguiſh and regret.— 


She condemned the raſhneſs and precipita- 
tion 
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tion of her conduct, which had thrown her 
into a ſituation ſo wretched, and unable any 
longer to endure the agony of ſuſpence in 
a point upon which her whole future hap- 
pineſs ſeemed to turn, ſhe again and with 
added reſolution, determined to ſeek the 
captain, and not- give up the purſuit un- 
til her requeſt was either rejected or granted. 


For this purpoſe ſhe left her cabin, and 
wandering about ſhe knew not where, came 
at laſt to ſomething like an apartment, tho” 
only formed into one by ſome canvaſs which 
ſeparated it from the place where ſhe ſtood : 
upon hearing voices within it, ſhe was haſtily 
withdrawing, but a ſenſe of her helpleſs and 
neglected condition, and the dread of being 
divided for ever from her only friends, in- 
ſpired her with courage and ſhe put the can- 
vals aſide. | 


The accents ſhe had diſtinguiſhed, ſhe 
now found to proceed from the lieutenant 


and an officer in the uniform ſhe had deſcried 
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on the deck of the other veſſel; his back 


was towards her, but the firſt glance in- 
formed her that it was not Rectzizi, and a 
horrible apprehenſion croſſed her heart :— 
ſhe had however no time to retreat, for the 
lieutenant looking up exclaimed Here ſhe 
is! - Phedora was ſcarcely able to ſupport 
herſclt, and a miſt overſpread her fight when 
the ſtranger turned eagerly round and called 


out, By heaven it is Phedora Rubenſki !” 


It now appeared certain that the lieutenant 


had meant to betray her ; and fick with ter- 
ror and anguiſh, ſhe covered her face with 
her hands, and ſunk upon the floor. 


The perion who had recognized her, in- 
itantly raiſed her up, and {aid ſomething 
which ſhe had not power to liſten to, until 
the name of Leuhaupt ſtruck her car.—- 
„here are they?“ ſhe wildly aſked, „Oh 
take me to them in pity, in mercy take me 
to them!“ 

« I would it were in my power,“ ſaid the 
{tranger fervently : by what accident are 
YOu 
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you ſeparated from them here did you 
leave them?“ 


Phedora now ventured to look up, and 
her tears were immediately diffipated by ſa- 
tisfaction and pleaſure, when her eyes met 
the countenance of Lumerſki, whoſe voice 
her agitation had prevented her from recol- 
lecting.—“ Ah Lumertki !” ſhe exclaimed, 
* dear, good Lumerſki, is it you who have 
{0 mach terrified me ? I thought it had been 
Colonel Rimbach or Michaelhoff.“ 


The licutenant of the veſſel now perceiv- 
ing them to be mutually intereſted in this 
unexpected meeting, propoled that they 
ſhould adjourn to the cabin Phedora occu 
pied, where the explanation required would 
be leſs liable to be overheard and interrupted, 
|.umer{k1 conſented, but Phedo:a becoming 
each moment more anxious and uneaſy to 
join the Leuhaupts, firſt made known her 
wiſh. to the young ſoldier, and informed him 
that they were amongſt the Livonians ba- 
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niſhed from Dorpt. He appeared much 
hurt at this intelligence; and after ſome 
converſation with his friend, he was com- 
pelled to tell the unhappy Phedora, that the 
emigrants muſt ere that time be landed, and 
far on their journey towards Smolenſko ; and 
even if any circumſtance had ariſen to re- 
tard them, the captain could not quit the 
ſtation in which he was ordered to cruiſe, to 
follow the tranſports, as ſhe had hoped he 
would. 


This dreadful news baniſhed the vermil— 
lion from her cizecks, and almoſt drove her 
to deipair: ſhe ſuffered the lieutenant to 
conduct her in filence to her retreat, and 
Lumerſki followed in a ſtate of mind almoſt 
equaily unhappy and forlorn. When they 
were ſeated, he requeited Phedora to give 
him a narrative of the circumſtances which 
had thrown her from the protection of her 
friends, that he might be the better quali- 
fied to aſſiſt her. She inſtantly gave it with 
all the preciſion her confuſion would admit 
of, 
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of, and Lumerſki learnt with deep regret, 
that his ſolicitude in reconmending the fa- 
mily of the good miniſter to the attention of 
Colonel Rimbach, had heightened, if it had 
not been the ivle cauſe of their diftrels.— 
Phedora could not ili/uſtiate his deſigns as 
Mr. euhaupt might have done, but the 
hints tte unavoidably dropt ſuſſiciently con- 
vinced Luinctki of the nature of them, and 
he curied the treacherous villain with a ve- 
hemence that ſtartled her. 


6 Romano,” cried he to the heutenant, 
whom he had detained in the cabin, “ aſſiſt 
me with your counſel : how can we reſtore 
Phedora to theſe worthy people; and tell 
me too, how to deviſe ſome method of ſuc- 
couring a family ſo good, fo amiable !— 
What muſt be their ſituation, deſtitute as I 
know they are and muſt be of every com- 
fort !” 

« Captain Rectzizi is with them,” inter- 
rupted Phedora in a timid voice. 

„Indeed! how did that happen?“ 

« We 
4 
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« We met him at Dorpt,” replied ſhe. 

«« Was he appointed then,” aſked Lu- 
merſki, to eſcort the exiled Livonians ?” 

« He procured an exchange with another 
officer, faid Phedora, “that he might con- 
ſole the good Leuhaupts in their misfor- 
tunes, and leilen them by his cares: he aſ- 
ſiſted Ulric Stenau and his wife, my other 
iriends, to convey their effects in ſafety, and 
they loſt half their fears when they found he 
was to accompany them.” 

« Ah my poor Caſſimir,“ exclaimed Lu- 
merſk1, „ what a diſappointment was thine ! 
but I know thy generous nature : thou wilt 
ſtill continue thy good offices, though thou 
haſt loſt thy recompence.“ 


Phedora bluſhed at this apoſtrophe ; but 
her emotion was loſt upon Lumerſki, who 
immediately began conſulting with the lieu— 
tenant upon the po". bility of conveying her 
to {ome town in Smolenſko, through which 
the Livonians muſt pals : but this expe- 
tient however deſirable, was not to be put 

in 
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in practice, as they were not ſufficiently 
near the eaſtern ſhore to ſend her in an open 
boat, neither could Lumerſki or Romano 
quit their poſts to conduct her thither. 


They were ſenſible in the interim, that 
her ſituation was extre ely improper if not 
dangerous, as the captain had anſwered the 
ſecond application of his lieutenant with an 
impatience ſo viſible, that it had given him 
ſtrong ſuſpicions of the rectitude of his in- 
tentions; and he was 1mparting them to his 
friend, with the circumſtances attending the 
introduction of Phedora into the veſſel, 
when her entrance diſcovered her to him: 
It was therefore agreed that ihe ſhould paſs 
tor the ſiſter of Lumerſki, and that he ſhould 
claim her when he returned to the half gal- 
lev, where he would be better able to protect 
her, until an opportunity offered of convey» 
ing her to 21eſKow, and placing her in the 
protection of a family in that dutchy with 
whom he had ſome connection. 
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Phedora acknowledged the obligation his 
generous cares conferred upon her ; but her 
diſappointment in not being able to r.join 
her beloved friends, and a ſenſe of her 
deſolate ſtate, excited her tears, and all her 

efforts could not check them. Lumerſk1 
thought every moment an age till he had 
withdrawn her from the power of the cap- 
tain, whoſe deſigns appeared ſo 1nvidious : 
but the boat in which he had reached the 
frigate, had already carried back his com- 
panions, becauſe having unexpectedly met 
with the lieutenant who had long been his 
friend, Lumerſki had deſigned to ſpend the 
day with him ; and Romanow's captain with 
molt of the officers, had taken the frigate's 
boats to return the viſit. He was therefore 
compelled to wait the hour he had appointed 
to regain his galley, though the delay muſt 
ſubje& his deſigns to the litigation of the 
captain, who would by that time have re- 
turned to his own veſlel, and be in a ſitua- 
tion, Romano hinted, to diſpute the moſt 
realonable claims The lieutenant was how- 
ever 
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ever determined to ſupport thoſe of his 
friend at any hazard, and the known warmth 
of his temper, when engaged in any con- 
teſt, gave Lumerſki additional uneaſineſs. 


He endeavoured to while away the inter- 
vening time in converſation with Phedora, 
whom he engaged to talk of her regretted 
companion Catherine Leuhaupt; a theme 
which would have been doubly pleaſing, had 
he not reflected that ſhe was then removing 
far from him, and that it muſt be a long, 
long time ere he could behold her again.— 
Phedora on her fide was not wanting in me- 
lancholy reſlections, and the converſation 
often dropped, whilſt they mutually indulged 
a mournful reverie. At length Lumerſki 
inſenſibly drawn from the contemplation of 
his own chagrin by benevolence, endeavored 
to amuſe the mind of his fair companion 
by giving a ſlight account of himſelf, 


He informed her that he had quitted the 
regiment Colonel Rimbach commanded, a 
ſhort 
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ſhort time after he had been compelled to 
leave the village ſhe inhabited. —“ I con- 
feſs, added Lumerſki, I could not for- 
give him for ſending me abruptly upon a 
diſagreeable ſervice, in a ſeaſon ſo rigorous as 
that in which J left you laſt winter, when his 
only motive as I then thought was caprice ; 
but I now ſuſpect it was of a baſer hue :-— 
I therefore exchanged as ſoon as I had re- 
covered from a ſevere indiſpoſition, the ef- 
fect of fatigue and cold: I always found it 
impoſſible however, to convey to the good 
Mr. Leuhaupt any intelligence of my fate, 
as I was immediately ordered to Novogo- 


rod.” 


He then queſtioned her as to her length of 
ſtay at Dorpt, and if Rectzizi had paſſed much 
time at the lodgings of her friends the Ste- 
naus : and when Phedora had ſatisfied theie 
enquiries, he again reſumed the converſa- 
tion, by aſking how Catherine had ſupported 
the forced abſence of her brother. 
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« Ah poor Ivan!“ exclaimed Phedora ; 


his ſiſter was indeed afflicted ; but Mrs. Leu- 


haupt required all our exertions, and we 
tried to bury our own grief that we might 
ſoothe hers.”--Lumerſki here uttered a halt- 
ſmoothered invective againſt Colonel Rim- 
bach, and they both ſunk into a thoughttul 
ſilence. 


END OF VOL. I. 
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